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The Somerset Community Association bylaws provide for a Board consisting of 12 to 15 Directors who
are elected at our annual meetings and each serve a 3-year term. Our officers of President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer are chosen following election to the Board. If you are interested in
possibly filing the vacancies we have on the Board or the Covenant Review Committee, or aren’t sure
who to contact with a question, please see our website or send an email to somerset98006@gmail.com.

Somerset Sun
Advertising deadlines:
November 8, 2019 – Winter Issue

February 7, 2020 – Spring issue
May 8, 2020 – Summer issue
August 7, 2020 – Fall issue

Sizes and Rates (same for color or black & white):
Business Card (3"w x 2"h)
Quarter Page (4"w x 5¼"h)
Half Page Horizontal (8"w x 5¼“"h)
Half Page Vertical (4"w x 10½"h)
Full Page (8"w x 10½" h)

Letters to the Editor
Welcomed
Do you have a question or comment about the Sun newsletter
or about what’s going on in the Somerset community? Ideas
for a topic you’d like us to cover? Submit your thoughts today!
The SCA welcomes Letters to the Editor. Share your ideas,
questions, and concerns with those around you. Send your
email to us at somerset98006@gmail.com.

$25
$140
$300
$300
$550

There is a 10% discount for Somerset residents, OR
for committing to the next three issues.

Thank you for your interest in advertising in the
Somerset Sun.
Together, we are neighbors helping neighbors.
Cover photo courtesy of Stephanie Kristin. Thank you!

SOMERSET98006.ORG

Dear neighbors,
I hope this finds you rested and rejuvenated from a fun summer! Thank you for all the nice comments on our
“dog issue” in June. We loved hearing about how much everyone enjoyed seeing their pets in the news.
September is “Emergency Preparedness” month so this Fall newsletter includes lots of articles relating to safety
and how we can help one another in the wake of a natural disaster. Hopefully it is information that we’ll never
need to use.
Somerset Community Association’s annual 4th of
July Parade and Picnic was well-attended and
organized this year by our Vice President Francis Brito. We are
indebted to all the volunteers who donated their time and energy to
making this event a success. Special thanks to Francis, Tom Campbell,
Kevin Hardy and everyone who spent most of their day running
around for Somerset!

SCA PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

I also enjoyed attending a couple of block parties this summer - thanks for inviting me! These groups are a great opportunity to get
to know your neighbors, but they also serve the purpose of helping prepare us to help one another in case of an emergency. For this
reason, the SCA will reimburse each block group that holds an event up to $100 for party or emergency supplies. Let us know if you
are interested in organizing a group!
This Fall newsletter is full of other articles on local events and issues which affect our neighborhood and we hope that you find it
useful and interesting. As always, we welcome your comments or suggestions for topics. Along the same vein, we also encourage
your participation in the Somerset Community Association. We are currently putting together our nominating committee for new
directors who will be elected at next January’s annual meeting. Please consider joining our Board, as well as recommending
community residents -- community participation is key to our success and incredibly fulfilling! Hope to meet you soon.
Diane Fern
SCA President

Somerset 4th of July Picnic

cold drinks. This was also a
wonderful opportunity for our
children to participate in games
and avail of the bouncy house, as
well as for neighbors to enjoy
each other. Festivities wrapped
up at 1:30 in the afternoon, and
thanks to the numerous
volunteers, take down was quick,
and we left the park as clean as
we found it.

The 4th of July celebration was a joyous, well attended
parade and picnic. This is the thirteenth annual celebration
hosted by the Somerset Community Association. We were
blessed by a glorious sunny day, and the community
responded accordingly.
Neighbors gathered
by the Somerset Rec
Club and proceeded
down Somerset
Drive to Forest Hills
Neighborhood Park,
led by Bellevue
Police motorcycles,
the Fire Department in their red fire engine, and a few young
ladies holding up the SCA banner. The atmosphere was
festive, and the parade was
cheered on by neighbors
along the route.
The picnic rocked, festooned
with balloons and table
decorations, music, hot
dogs, chips, cookies, otter
pops and much appreciated

A BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers who made this event a
joyous success. This is a volunteer run event and would not
be successful without our many helpers. Early and reliable
commitment is critical, so look for details in the Spring issue
of our Somerset
Sun on how you
can help us next
year. Thank You!
Francis Brito
SCA Vice President

By BSD Board Member Francine Wiest
What is civics and how do we teach it?
Last year the Washington State
legislature unanimously approved new
civics requirements for high school
students that will go into effect for the

BELLEVUE SCHOOL
DISTRICT UPDATE
2020-21 school year. Bellevue School District already has
several courses on track to meet the standards for the new
law, and is going even further by adding civics broadly
throughout the K-12 years.
Civics is commonly defined as the rights and duties of citizens,
and how government works. Civic duties can include obeying
the law, paying taxes, and serving on a jury. Civic engagement
is one step further: the American Democracy Project notes it
is “working to make a difference in the civic life of our
communities and developing the combination of knowledge,
skills, values and motivation to make that difference. It means
promoting the quality of life in a community, through both
political and non-political processes.” In other words, caring
about your community and being involved are essential.
Civics instruction has typically been students learning about
government. That scope now includes federal, state, tribal,
and local government organization and issues addressed at
each level; the rights and responsibilities of citizens; electoral
issues; what is on the federal naturalization test; and the
values of living in a free society.

BSD recognizes that classroom instruction is just one
component of providing civic education. There are six proven
practices for high quality civics learning, and the additional
ones include discussion of current events and issues,
especially those that youth feel are important to them;
service-learning opportunities; extra-curricular activities;
participation in school governance; and simulations of
democratic processes.
To affirm the commitment to a deep and ongoing
engagement in civics, we are setting a new BSD strategic plan
goal that includes, “Students effectively problem solve and
lead for positive local and global change by developing global
awareness and cultural competence.” To enhance the service
learning proven practice, which is further defined as
designing and implementing “programs that provide students
with opportunities to apply what they learn,” performance
tasks will be piloted this year in second, sixth, and twelfth
grades.
Students graduate just at about the time they can first vote,
one of their basic civic rights. In Washington state, eligible 16
and 17 year olds can now pre-register to vote so that they will
get a ballot at the first election after they turn 18 (see
olvr.votewa.gov/). Beyond school and voting, we must all be
committed to being engaged and active in our communities.
Not sure where to start? Think about the issues important to
you and find out information on line, join a group, attend an
event, start a conversation. We are fortunate to have a strong
Somerset Community Association, volunteer there, in our
schools, or for your favorite charity. Role model for the next
generation. Together, we are civic engagement.
Francine lives in Somerset with her husband and three
children and is running to retain her seat on the BSD School
Board.

Good Reads
Before We Were Yours

by Lisa Wingate (352 pages)
The Tennessee Children’s Home run by
Georgia Tann existed for decades. The
stories of children whisked away from
poor parents, as they walked to school,
were born in hospitals, or played on their
front porches, are sad tales of the
subterfuge used by this woman who made
millions on “adoption fees”. In many cases,
the children were adopted by wealthy parents, satisfying
their desire to have a child. But there were others who
disappeared forever, were abused while waiting for a
home, or waiting to go back to their birth families. Few
adoptive parents knew about these terrible conditions, nor
did the state, nor the birth families, who were left
wondering what happened to their children.
This novel takes the facts and the recounted stories of the
children who later were able to locate family members,
when the documents were unsealed in 1995 (the home
was closed in 1950). Lisa Wingate weaves a plausible story
of a group of siblings caught up in this scheme.

The Shadow of the Wind

by Carlos Ruiz Zafón (487 pages)
It is a gothic tale set in 1945, Barcelona.
Daniel, the bookseller’s son, is introduced
to The Cemetery of Forgotten Books, and
makes his selection of one book from the
labyrinth to take home and care for. In
doing so, he finds himself involved in a
real-life mystery. You see, the book he
selected was written by a man named
Julian Carax, and very well may be the last book in
existence by Carax because someone has been finding the
Carax works and destroying them.
I love that it is a book about a book! Zafon is a beautiful
writer and has a style that makes me want to keep reading.
The “Angel of the Mist” story that begins on page 233 is a
haunting touch, as is Maria Jacinta’s detailing of her
encounters with Zacarias (begin on page 260), and the
storyline of Daniel and Fermin visiting her in the asylum.
I welcome your “Good Reads” too. Email them to me at
edwardsbd517@gmail.com
Bev Edwards
Somerset Resident

By Council Member Conrad Lee
Transportation Solutions
Through Disruptive Technology
A combination of new technologies will
fundamentally change transportation,

COUNCIL CORNER
making transportation safer, smarter, cleaner, faster and more
affordable. These new smart mobility technologies include
Automated, Connected, Electric and Shared vehicles — ACES
for short.
In 2016 the Bellevue City Council launched an initiative to
help accelerate this transformation, to make Bellevue a
recognized leader in new mobility and to “ready the system
for autonomous and connected vehicles.” We said in Bellevue
Smart: Planning for a Smarter City:
“To expedite public-private partnerships and pursue emerging
opportunities, the city has created a position to focus on
engaging local and national private technology companies and
regional public agency partners to advance the deployment of
transportation technology in Bellevue and the broader
Eastside. This new transportation technology partnership
manager will work with staff in Transportation, Economic
Development, Information Technology, the City Manager’s
Office and external partners to advance these efforts.”
Bellevue Smart also said:
“Connected vehicles, self-driving and shared mobility services
are transportation disruptors that have enormous promises if
the city is aware, prepared and poised to take advantage of
this rapidly changing sector. Bellevue will need to position
itself to take advantage of grants, quickly create partnerships
and pursue opportunities as they arise. […] This high-tech
region, with an abundance of technology innovators, opens
up partnership opportunities to help shape industries,
services and technologies that can keep Bellevue in the
forefront of innovation. The city already sustains an
entrepreneurial and talented workforce with many innovation
startups. This community influences how the city pursues
technology to meet service expectations and fulfill the
Community vision. Bellevue has been and will continue to be
a testbed for pilot projects.”

Bellevue is working with ACES oriented companies and the
ACES Northwest Network group of companies. As one result,
GM recently opened an office in Bellevue to work on its
Autonomous, Electric vehicle division, GM Cruise.
In 2018 the City published the Bellevue Smart Mobility Plan
which encourages widespread collaboration with the private
sector to influence positive change in regional mobility. The
plan is available for viewing on our website at
bellevuewa.gov. We continue to make progress. Bellevue has
received national and international recognition for its
leadership, selected to be on the Executive Advisory Board to
the Department of Energy’s Smart Mobility Consortium and
to speak at the first International Smart Shared Mobility
Congress in China.
The Bellevue area is the center of Cloud computing and Big
Data analytics. People continue to come here to live, work
and raise families because of our respect for the environment,
support for education and the excellent quality of life.
Homegrown companies like PACCAR and Concur as well as
Amazon, Microsoft and T-Mobile call this region home. By
being forward thinking and developing innovative solutions,
our lives will be better, not only in transportation but
generally safer, more efficient and greener.
Taking advantage of the momentum we created in 2016 and
preparing for thousands of potential new jobs in the
development of innovative technologies will be a priority for
the City.
Born in China, Conrad grew up in Hong Kong and has lived in
Bellevue since 1967. He and his wife Winnie live in Somerset,
where they raised their two children, Christopher and Jennifer.
He can be reached at clee@bellevuewa.gov.

Prepare for Earthquakes
Washington State is situated in a highly active geologic area
which contains shifting tectonic plates, crustal faults, and a
subduction zone that all produce frequent earthquakes.
Earthquakes occur here almost on a daily basis, and many of
them go unnoticed. There are three types of earthquakes
which may occur in our region: megathrust, intraplate (deep),
and crustal (shallow).

EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
Crustal faults are caused by the deformation within the North
American Plate due to compression by neighboring tectonic
plates. Crustal earthquakes occur no deeper than 18 miles
below the surface, and can produce earthquakes as large as
M7.5. Several major population hubs are situated directly atop
such faults, such as the Seattle Fault which runs directly
beneath the Cities of Seattle and Bellevue. The most recent
Seattle Fault earthquake occurred about 1,100 years ago, and
has been active 3-4 times over the past 3,000 years.
The most frequent types of earthquakes in Washington are
Interplate (deep). These earthquakes rupture faults within the
subducting Juan de Fuca Plate, and are usually less than M7.5.
Because these earthquakes are so deep (18-42 miles beneath
the surface), the seismic wave energy spreads over a much
larger area than a shallow quake, thus shaking is felt over a
larger geographic extent. Historically, interplate` earthquakes
occur every 10 to 30 years. The USGS estimates that there is
an 84% chance of an interplate earthquake of M6.5 or great
occurring within the next 50 years. Deep earthquakes larger
than M6.0 occurred in 1909, 1939, 1946, 1949, 1965, and
most recently on February 28, 2001 with the epicenter under
the Nisqually Delta.
Megathrust earthquakes occur at subduction zones, and
produce earthquakes as powerful as M9.0. In the Pacific
Northwest, megathrust earthquakes occur along the Cascadian
Subduction Zone. Historically, these earthquakes reoccur at a
500-year interval. You can read more about earthquake
preparation at bellevuewa.gov/citygovernment/departments/fire/emergencymanagement/hazards/earthquakes.

Build A Kit
Make sure your emergency kit is stocked with the items on the
checklist below. Most of the items are inexpensive and easy to
find, and any one of them could save your life. Headed to the
store? Download a printable version to take with you
(www.ready.gov/build-a-kit). Once you take a look at the basic
items, consider what unique needs your family might have,
such as supplies for pets, or seniors.

After an emergency, you may need to survive on your own for
several days. Being prepared means having your own food,
water and other supplies to last for at least 72 hours. A
disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items your
household may need in the event of an emergency.
Basic Disaster Supplies Kit - To assemble your kit, store items
in airtight plastic bags and put your entire disaster supplies kit
in one or two easy-to-carry containers such as plastic bins or a
duffel bag. A basic emergency supply kit could include the
following recommended items:
• Water - one gallon of water per person per day for at least
three days, for drinking and sanitation
• Food - at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA
Weather Radio with tone alert
• Flashlight
• First aid kit
• Extra batteries
• Whistle to signal for help
• Dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic
sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation
• Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
• Manual can opener for food
• Local maps
• Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery

Additional Emergency Supplies
Consider adding the following items to your emergency supply
kit based on your individual needs:
• Prescription medications
• Non-prescription medications such as pain relievers, antidiarrhea medication, antacids or laxatives
• Glasses and contact lense solution
• Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes, diaper rash cream
• Pet food and extra water for your pet
• Cash
• Important family documents such as copies of insurance
policies, identification and bank account records saved
electronically or in a waterproof, portable container
• Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person
• Complete change of clothing including sturdy shoes
• Household chlorine bleach and medicine dropper to
disinfect water
• Fire extinguisher
• Matches in a waterproof container
• Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items
• Mess kits, disposable cups, plates, towels and utensils
• Paper and pencil
• Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children
Pete Mansfield
Emergency Preparedness Chair

September is National
Preparedness Month
Did you feel it? Many Somerset residents reported being
awakened by a rumbling a little before 3am on July 12th maybe you were one of them? As the rumbling started, were
you concerned this might be the “Big One, and wondering if
you were prepared? While this turned out to be a small
earthquake near Monroe, it was an important reminder that
we live in a very active area.
Drills by emergency agencies in our region, simulating
disruptions caused by a major earthquake and the response
of emergency personnel, have indicated each of us needs to
be prepared to survive without utility services and
transportation for at least two weeks. Water, food, heat,
sanitary facilities and medicines other than what we have on
hand may not be operational or accessible. Emergency
service agencies (Fire, EMT, Police) that Somerset residents
normally rely on will be overwhelmed. Their primary
objective of doing the greatest good for the greatest number
of people will lead them to focus on areas of high human
concentration (schools, businesses, hospitals, apartment
complexes). It may be many days or weeks before they will be
able to address emergency issues in our neighborhood.
Restocking food and supplies will be limited due to
transportation infrastructure challenges.

What can you do to become better
prepared?
FEMA and the Department of Homeland Security co-sponsor
National Preparedness Month each September to educate
citizens about potential emergency situations in their region
and how to best prepare and respond. Visit
www.ready.gov/september to find out how to prepare, plan,
educate others and get involved.
Bellevue and Washington State also provide extensive
preparedness information at their respective sites:
• https://mil.wa.gov/emergency-management-division
• https://bellevuewa.gov/citygovernment/departments/fire/emergency-management
On a neighborhood level, both Bellevue and Washington
promote “Map Your Neighborhood”. MYN seeks to increase
localized resilience to disasters by encouraging neighbors to
meet and, more than anything else, get to know each other.
The program highlights neighborhood preparation and
response steps that can be executed by you and your
immediate neighbors to help each other in disaster situations.
For more advanced personal preparation, free educational
and training programs such as Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) and CERT-Lite are offered through the
Bellevue Office of Emergency Management. These programs
provide valuable information and practical skills useful in
emergency situations. Visit the Bellevue site above and select
“Volunteer and Training Opportunities” to find out more.
Let’s use this month to stop thinking about it and get
prepared!
Pete Mansfield
Somerset resident and Bellevue CERT volunteer

Landscape Maintenance
Fall is almost here, and we are enjoying shorter, sunny and
dry days with temperatures over 80 degrees. I encourage you
to go outside and walk around our gorgeous Somerset
community. It is also a good time over the next several
months to trim your trees and plants, as well as planting
fall/winter flowering plants.
The Somerset Boulevard entrance, our two Somerset stone
signs on Highland Drive, and the area along Somerset
Elementary School on 143rd Ave are all being well maintained
by our landscaping company, Dawn till Dusk. Since we have
had a very warm summer, everything has been growing well
and we will have beautiful colored leaves falling soon. Those
will be removed throughout the fall and the larger bushes and
trees will be trimmed. We will be upgrading our irrigation
system this fall to consolidate controls and improve its
coverage near the entrance area. Again, thank you Gary
Albert for continuing to help us with the irrigation system and
its many idiosyncrasies.
All the medians on Highland Drive are maintained by the City
of Bellevue and they are looking great. We would like to
encourage all of you to maintain the areas next to the streets
between the curb and sidewalks which are the responsibility
of the property owners. Also, if you have an island in your culde-sac, the maintenance of the plants and trees in that area is
the responsibility of the surrounding residents.
Please minimize cutting down trees on your property. We
encourage you to trim them as necessary but to try and retain
trees if possible. If there is an issue with one of your trees,
please contact me and I will try to help you. Trees help to
attract native birds to our area, which then eat insects and
help to minimize our use of pesticides. Also, trees can reduce
the heat at your home by shielding it from the sun. Lastly,
they are beautiful and increase the value of your home,
should you decide to sell in the future.
As we enter the fall, please continue to water and fertilize
your yard/plants. Brown lawns will recover as the weather
cools and rain begins. There are several plants that will
blossom in the fall or during a mild winter and will make your
yard look great, such as heather, camellias, pansies, daphne,
and clematis. Please try to be “green” by recycling and
limiting your use of herbicides/pesticides.
Thank you all for maintaining your yards, and making your
street look great. If you have any questions regarding any
landscape maintenance issue(s), please contact me at
suesander10@hotmail.com. Thank you!
Sue Sander
SCA Landscape Chair

Moss on our Northwest
Roofs
I learned my lesson in moss control the hard way. I knew it
grew quickly in the Northwest because it was on my rockery,
outdoor steps and driveway every few months. Big clumps of
moss, I could just tear off.
But I did not know it was growing on my roof and the damage
it could cause. The key to dealing with moss is being
proactive.
In the Pacific Northwest, we are truly blessed by our clean
environment (which is crucial for moss growth) and beautiful,
large evergreen trees. But heavy rainfall, as we know, can
cause problems.
Unfortunately, the combination of all these things makes for
perfect fungus and moss growth conditions. Moss absorbs the
moisture from the damp environment (like a sponge) and
establishes roots on your roof causing the beginning of roof
degradation. The roots can lift up shingles and constant
moisture can lead to bacteria and mold growth. This
eventually can lead to holes in your roof and leaks into your
home. Moss can affect all roof types.
So, what can you do? Depending on your circumstances, here
are a few suggestions:
• Remove any foliage that might be shading an area to the
point that sun rarely or never hits it.
• Keep the roof free from decaying organic material. This
means branches, needles, pine cones, etc. Taking care of
the decaying matter can save your home from leaks and
costly roof repairs. Research shows that moss needs to be
dealt with, the sooner the better.
• Clean your roof in the spring and fall. This is also a great
time to clear your gutters, so rain does not cause dry rot
in your home.
There are many roofing companies on the internet that offer
a free consultation and assessment. Often, they offer
preventative measures to keep your roof protected from
growing moss in our rainy winters.
Marilyn Hancock
The Pride Committee

Campaign Signs in the Hood
The CRC received numerous questions and comments about
campaign signs which seemed to take over the neighborhood
during the primary election. Since the general election is still
to come in November, we thought it might be a good idea to
bring neighbors up to date on the rules that govern such
signage in Bellevue and in Somerset.

COVENANT CORNER
Political campaign signs are “temporary signs” as defined in
Bellevue City Code Chapter 22B.10, which also governs their
placement and usage. They are not allowed on public
buildings or utility poles, but can be placed on city rights-ofway, as long as they do not obstruct traffic or create a hazard.
Their size must be limited to four square feet and five feet in
height. Campaign officials are responsible for removing signs
within seven days following an election, although signs
promoting candidates who were successful in a primary
election may remain displayed until seven days following the
subsequent general election. This means that the signs we see
in the center islands along Highland Boulevard are allowed by

law. Some of them may stay in place until seven days after the
November general election.
Per BCC 22B.10, political signs are allowed on private property
as well, under the rationale that they are part of a
homeowner’s freedom of expression protected by the First
Amendment. The Covenants are more restrictive, with all
divisions including some sort of language that begins “no sign
of any kind shall be displayed…” on the lots in Somerset.
However, since the CRC has not received any formal complaint
from a Somerset homeowner, we have dealt with comments
on this issue as we do with others – recommending
communication with your neighbor as the first and best
method to address an issue. We suggest neighbors discuss
limits, location or removal of signs between themselves and
come to some compromise. Aesthetics can be subjective, and
what one resident sees as supportive and inspirational can be
seen as an eyesore by others. Ultimately, we do want to
encourage involvement in the political process and are proud
that so many Somerset residents are involved!
As a reminder, it is illegal to steal or knock down political
campaign signs (RCW 29A.84.040). In fact, it is a misdemeanor
and is punishable under RCW 9A.20.021 with not more than 90
days in the county jail and no more than a $1,000 fine.
Diane Fern
CRC Chair

Energize Eastside: How CENSE Will Prevail
The sun was setting as I began a stroll through our spectacular
neighborhood on a clear August evening. A few houses up the
hill from mine, I ran into a couple who just recently moved to
Somerset. They knew all about our efforts to stop PSE’s
transmission line that would permanently scar our
neighborhood and many others.

CENSE UPDATE
“It must be awful to work so hard for six years, only to lose
the case at Bellevue’s public hearing,” they said.
“We were disappointed,” I said. “But don’t worry. PSE has dug
itself into a very deep hole, and there are many ways for
CENSE to win.”
Here’s why I remain optimistic about our case.

Bellevue Appeal
On the evening of October 16, the Bellevue City Council will
hold a special session to hear five appeals of the Hearing
Examiner’s decision to permit PSE’s project. The Examiner’s
decision is weak; he stated that he relied on “common sense”
rather than real data. PSE refused to provide usage data
despite multiple requests from CENSE. The limited data we
have found in PSE’s federal filings shows winter peak demand
for electricity has been declining for decades, in marked
contrast to PSE’s extreme forecast:

PSE previously thought the downward trend would reverse
itself and increase by 2.4% per year. As that scenario has
become increasingly unlikely, PSE has switched to a hot
summer scenario to justify the project. But summer peaks are
at least 30% lower than winter peaks, so that is a tough case
to make.
Regardless of how the council rules, one party or the other is
likely to appeal to King County Superior Court and other
courts of appeal. The litigation could take years to resolve.

Newcastle and Renton
The transmission line also passes through Newcastle and
Renton, each of which has more to lose and less to gain than
Bellevue. We expect more favorable outcomes in those
hearings (neither city has scheduled a hearing yet).

Tesla Megapack
In August, Tesla announced a new utility-scale battery called
“Megapack.” This battery stores electricity in a container
nearly half the previous size with no reduction in capacity.
Tesla says a Megapack installation on four acres of land can
hold enough electricity to power every home in San Francisco
for six hours. A battery station located in an industrial field
near Bellevue could store solar and wind energy, reducing
carbon emissions from PSE’s natural gas plants during peak
demand hours. Like Tesla’s famous battery in Australia, this
solution could save tens of millions of dollars per year, rapidly
offsetting the initial cost. And it would improve system
reliability more than an upgraded transmission line would.
CENSE is considering whether to engage an industry
consultant to study how batteries could benefit the
environment, our communities, and our wallets.

Goodbye, PSE?
At about the same time PSE was sold to foreign investors
(2009), a Spanish company bought Maine’s electric utility.
During the intervening years, Maine has seen reliability and
customer service decline dramatically. The northeastern state
is now considering replacing their power provider with a
public utility.
Company boards that report to distant owners tend to
prioritize financial returns over community concerns. This is a
lesson that has been learned in many cities since Congress
rescinded a law preventing foreign ownership of utilities in
2006.
As you can see from the graph, actual peak demand has been
retreating from PSE’s “overload level” for many years. The
highest peak occurred in December 1996, almost a quarter of
a century ago. In the years since, we’ve made considerable
progress in the efficiency of LED lights, flat panel displays, and
many energy-sipping devices and appliances. Efficiency gains
are more than offsetting demand from population and
economic growth.

The largest owner of PSE, an Australian investment bank, sold
its shares to Canadian and Dutch investors earlier this year.
PSE remains 100% foreign owned and focused on increasing
profits for absentee owners. By contrast, a public utility would
reinvest energy dollars in local workers and innovative startup
companies that sustain our economy.

We anticipate a referendum to create a public utility on the
2020 ballot. If voters approve the measure, Energize Eastside
would become a historical footnote, and ratepayers would
have a greater say in energy policy and projects that increase
reliability and limit harm to people and the environment.

We Need Your Help
The Bellevue hearing that was held in late March was expected
to run for four hours. Instead, it dragged on for four days,
straining the CENSE bank account (we must pay our attorney
and experts hundreds of dollars per hour for their reports and
professional advice). In addition, Bellevue charged us several
thousand dollars to transcribe the hearing proceedings as a
precondition for filing an appeal to the city council.

Update for Newport Way
Sidewalk - Bike lane
As you have noticed, construction of the Newport Way
sidewalk from the entrance of Somerset to 150th Ave SE did
not start at the beginning of summer as expected. Several
things have delayed the project.

1. The City needs 10 more property owners to sign the
required easements. The City is hoping these
easement negotiations will be completed soon so that
the project can go out for bid by September 2019.
2. Permits from the Department of Fish and Wildlife
(DFW) have imposed seasonal restrictions on
construction that would prevent working along the
south side of Newport Way during winter months. The
City continues to work with the DFW to clarify these
restrictions.
3. Changes in the design to several large retaining walls
required additional underground soil exploration.
The City's current schedule for the project:
• Advertisement for construction bids: September 2019
• Possible winter work on the proposed sidewalk on the
south side of Newport Way east of the Community
Center to the intersection of 150th Ave and Newport Way
(area not subject to DFW restrictions)
• Full scale construction beginning March 2020 and
substantial completion by Fall
2020

In recent years, more than 90% of our donations have been
spent on legal bills and expert witnesses. To put our best foot
forward in Newcastle, Renton, and the courts, we need your
donation to help replenish our funds. If you would like to see
how our all-volunteer organization uses donations, please
send an email to info@cense.org for further details.
You can donate directly to CENSE at our website, cense.org, or
by allocating an amount to CENSE when paying your Somerset
dues.
We truly appreciate your financial and moral support!
By Don Marsh
CENSE President

As your current Bellevue School
Board Director, I am dedicated
to improving opportunities for
all students through high
expectations for growth and
learning in a positive,
supportive, and safe
environment.

MY PRIORITIES ARE:
• Promoting high quality instruction
• Raising student well-being
• Deepening family and community engagement
• Addressing equity and opportunity gaps
As an involved parent of three Bellevue School District
students with a range of needs, and as a physician,
researcher, and consultant, I blend empathy with an
evidence-based approach. Combined with 25+ years of
non-profit board service and national, state, and local
committee work, I have the personal, professional, and
policy experience to promote shared values, serve our
students effectively, and maintain fiscal responsibility.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve.
Follow our campaign:
DrFrancineWiest.com
/FrancineSchoolBoard
FrancineforSchoolBoard@gmail.com

For the latest updates, go to
newportwaysidewalk.org.
Kristi Weir
Somerset Resident
Paid for by Friends of Francine | PO Box 52974 | Bellevue, WA 98015

Stuffed Mushrooms
About 40 medium white or cremini mushrooms (with stems
removed)
1 pkg – 16 oz. Jimmy Dean Hot
Sausage
1 pkg – 8 oz. cream cheese
(softened)
Grated Parmesan cheese
Spritz of white wine (optional)

Brown the sausage (be sure to break up the sausage as
it cooks) and drain. Mix the warm sausage with the
cream cheese until well blended. Fill the mushroom
caps with the sausage/cream cheese mixture. Place
stuffed mushrooms on a cookie sheet lined with foil.
Sprinkle with parmesan and if desired spritz with white
wine. Broil on center rack of oven until mushrooms are
browned on top (about 5 to 10 minutes). Serve
immediately.
From Bev Edwards
Somerset Resident

SWIMMING NEWS
Our Division II Somerset
Stingrays had an amazing
and fast 2019 summer
swim season. We had 123
swimmers made up of 105 Swim Team members and 18
Sharkies. For 14 weeks (6 weeks of meets) this group of kids
did a lot of swimming and had tons of stroke improvement. We
hope everyone will be back in 2020 to continue creating a
lifetime of summer swim team memories. SRC had two senior
high school swimmers who swam their last summer season as
Stringrays! Congrats and best of luck to our seniors!

replaced lane lines; purchased a pool cover; added one
gazebo and are working on a second.
However, there are many more projects around the club that
need attention and we can’t do it without you and your
support. We are still $18,500 away from reaching our $60K
fundraising goal! If you couldn’t attend the auction or if you
haven’t donated and want SRC to continue making
improvements, please consider donating today to our annual

In addition, there was some pretty fast swimming including
four pool records being broken:
Connor G. 9-10 boys 500 free, 7:19.96
Jack K. 15-over boys 500 free, 5:41.83
Sean B. 13-14 boys 50 free, 23.25
Jamie Z. 15-over girls 50 back, 26.44 (new Midlakes record!)

fundraising campaign which ends on September 30th.
Help us reach our goal - any amount is appreciated! You can
easily donate online at www.somersetrec.org.
And remember: SRC is a 501(c)(3) and charitable donations to
SRC are allowed as tax deductions by the IRS, and also makes
SRC eligible to receive additional “matching funds” for
donations made by individuals working for various employers
in the area. Please consult with a financial advisor or tax
professional to understand how charitable donations would
impact your tax status.
Thanks for all your continued support!
The The 2019 SRC Board

THANK YOU, COACH ERICA!
At our annual awards banquet on July 30, the SRC said goodbye to Coach Erica Johnson as she completed her 11th year of
coaching the Stingrays. A HUGE thank you to Erica for being an
awesome coach and having such a positive impact on so many
kids in our community! SRC and our swimmers will miss her!

TENNIS NEWS
SRC had 8 members on our tennis team this year. The team
practiced Monday to Thursday and traveled to other clubs to
compete on Fridays. The final competitions are pending as we
go to print. Coach Jessica did a great job. She coached the
team and also taught lessons in the mornings.

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
This summer included another fun and successful SRC Auction!
Thanks to the generosity of auction attendees and all those
who have donated to SRC this year, as of the end of July, SRC
donations for the 2019 season are at $41,571.42 (includes
fundraising, auction, donations, work party donations and
corporate matching). This is awesome and the generosity of
our donors over the past few years has allowed for some
significant changes. We’ve repaired and replaced the roof on
the clubhouse; replaced both the west and upper wood decks;

The Somerset Rec Club
hosted their annual
fundraising auction
themed “Life’s a Beach
Party” on July 26. It was a
fun night with over 70
people in attendance.
There were lots of great
Casey Daw and Megan
Murphy, former Stingrays and
silent and live auction
Auction bartenders!
items to bid
on. The event raised over
$30,000 that the pool will use
for additional renovations.
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