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   As a new feature 
of our usual Inde-
pendence Day  
festivities, residents 
of Bellevue’s  
Somerset neighbor-
hood constructed 
two balloon towers 
to illustrate how tall 
PSE’s proposed 
poles would be in 
relation to the  
predominantly two-
story homes along 
our streets. The  
orange balloon at 
the top of the string 
is 130 feet above 
ground level. The 
lower orange bal-
loon is at 60 feet – 
a little taller than 
the 45-foot poles 
that currently run 
through Somerset. 
Black balloons 
were placed every 
10 feet between the 
two orange  
balloons. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

CENSE Meeting 
September 7, 3-5 pm 

 
SCA Board Meeting 

September 11, 6:30 pm 
 

SCA Board Meeting  
October 9, 6:30 pm 

 

SCA Board Meeting 

November 13, 6:30 pm 

September 2014 

Balloons of Blight 
 

Illustration of PSE’s proposed lines towering over Somerset homes  

More on pages 12 & 13 
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   As summer winds down, back to school cranks up. And what a summer 
we've had! Best weather ever! 
   Thanks to many volunteers and our Chairwoman Tammy Alford our 
eighth annual 4th of July Parade & BBQ was a huge success once again. 
Thanks for joining us and we'll see everyone again on Saturday, July 4th 
2015! 
   Many thanks to so many neighbors that help neighbors, in part, that is 
what a strong, vibrant and healthy community is all about. And thank you 
to so many of our residents who improved their property during the spring 
and summer. Our CRC Covenant Review Committee, which can be  
accessed via our Somerset web site at www.SOMERSET98006.org,  
reviewed and approved many home upgrade projects including new roofs, 
exterior paint, landscapes, fences and driveways as well as remodels and 
extension. Thanks to all for being considerate of our neighbor's views. 
Let's all work to keep our trees trimmed, limbed, topped, thinned,  
windowed or removed if necessary and not let potential view blocking 
shrubs and trees exceed 20 feet or block views. Also, as our PRIDE 
Chairman rightly points out, we have a strong brand in Somerset to  
protect. Let's all do our best to keep our totes out of view, and not leave 
vehicles, boats, trailers and trucks parked on the street. This is unsightly 
and against City of Bellevue Codes. 
   Don't forget to GET PREPARED during September which is National 
Emergency Preparedness Month...see my other column in this quarterly 
edition of the SUN. 
   Watch for the announcement of our upcoming Volunteer Summit in late 
September or early October which will most likely be held at the South 
Bellevue Community Center. 

   And thank you to all of our Board members and hard working  
committee members who are dedicated to making and keeping  
Somerset a great place to live and raise a family. Thank you! 
   Thanks as well to all for supporting the Newport Way Sidewalk 
Project and our Somerset Rec Club Pool! 
   Finally, I ask for your support of www.CENSE.org the Coalition of 
Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy in our great challenge 
with PSE's EE project, which as proposed, 230KV heavy duty  
Transmission line(s) on 135-foot tall steel towers through our  
neighborhoods, violating neighborhood character, I call  
INDUSTRIAL BLIGHTING! WE MUST NOT LET THIS HAPPEN! 
Please send your financial support today to: 
  
CENSE Coalition for Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy 
12819 SE 38th St. #294 
Bellevue, WA. 98006 
  
IT IS IMPORTANT!!! This project is the biggest threat to Somerset in 
50 years! Please join us! Many thanks! 
 
Best regards, 

Steve 
 

 
- Steve O'Donnell, 2014 SCA President 

and Co-Founder of CENSE 

 

SOLD 8/14—$1,100,000 
4728 Somerset Ave. SE 

 

SOLD-$812,500 
4622 144th Place SE 

 

AVAILABLE-$975,000 
13701 SE 51st Place 

SOLD 8/14—$1,218,000 
4912 136th Place SE 

 

SOLD 8/14—$760,000 
5102 142nd Place SE 

 

SOLD 7/14—$1,411,600 
4620 Somerset Place SE 

 

SOLD 6/14—$850,000 
14008 SE 45th Court 

 

SOLD 5/14—$1,370,000 
13720 Somerset Blvd. SE 
 

 

  Your ‘Somerset Team’ — Helping People On The Move! 

AVAILABLE-$1,100,000 
4398 Somerset Blvd. SE 

We have sold 159 homes in Somerset!  Call us for  
expert knowledge about the market, award-winning  

service, and our exclusive marketing plan that  
gets results! 

 
We would welcome the opportunity to create a 

 “success story” for you.   
 

                 Mary & Jeff 

Mary Lee & 

Jeff Shaffer 
 

Your Somerset Team  

& Neighbors! 
 
 

  

Call Us Today!   
 

          (425) 941-4229 or   
          (425) 941-4900 

Windermere Bellevue 

Commons, Inc. 

www.somersetsun.com 
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Letters to the Editor Welcomed 

    
 

   Do you have a ques-
tion or comment about 
the SUN or about what’s 
going on in the Somer-
set community? Submit 
your thoughts today! 
   Your SCA welcomes 
Letters to the Editor. 
Share your ideas, ques-
tions, and concerns with 
those around you. 
   Send an email to Di-
ane Kehm, Somerset 

SUN Editor at ddumelle@yahoo.com, and please 
cc SCA President Steve O’Donnell at  
sdofour@aol.com and SCA Communications 
chair Tom Caterson at tcaterso@starbucks.com.  

Welcome to Somerset! 
 
Dear New Somerset Families, 

   Welcome to our wonderful neigh-
borhood of Somerset. "The best neigh-
borhood with top rated schools in the 
Puget Sound Region." I am the Wel-
coming Committee Chair for the 
neighborhood.  

   After moving in please call or e-mail me for a welcoming 
package and I will deliver one to your home. It contains valua-
ble information regarding the neighborhood regarding Member-
ship Benefits, Covenants, Somerset Pride, and a very nice color 
map of Somerset. And by paying your annual dues of only $60 
and supporting the Somerset Community Association 'SCA' you 
will receive a Directory. Also, be sure to check out our web site 
at: www.SOMERSET98006.org Welcome to Somerset! 

   I am excited to meet you & your family. 

- Lynn Eng-Lei, Welcoming Committee  
206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com 

 

Real Estate Market Update 
 

   It has been a busy couple of months for home 
sales in Somerset and there are still great buyers in 
the market.  We have seen a 
record number of cash  
purchases this year (even on 
homes over $1 million). We 
expect a strong fall market, 
due to continued low  
interest rates and strong 
buyer demand for homes  
in Somerset.  
 
Following is a recap of the 
market so far this year: 
 
Number of Active Listings: 8 
Number of Pending Listings:  8 
 
Number of Closed Homes YTD:  37 
Average list price active: $928,550 
Average list price sold: $985,683 
 
Prices range from $635,000—$1,625,000 
 
For more information on available Somerset homes 
and recent sales, go to: www.somersetsun.com 

 
 - Mary Lee, Somerset Resident &  

Neighborhood Specialist since 2002  
  (425) 941-4229 or marylee@windermere.com 
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Somerset PRIDE — Catch It! 
 

   It may be only in America that some of us use our 
residential lots as places to park vehicles, boats,  
recreational rigs, and inoperative autos. All of this can 
be characterized as "White Center chic". It suggests 
folks celebrating their possessions, reluctant to part 
with memories, and undeterred by pretensions of high 
culture. It may be unique to America because we have 
more space, and perhaps, more stuff, too. 
   But in the city this landscape of simplicity and  
clutter doesn't play as well as in the more bucolic  
rural areas, where rusting farm machinery adds to 
memory lane. A car parked on my front lawn just 
seems out of harmony with my neighbor's thoughtful-
ly designed landscaping. Were I to add a recreational 
rig to my lawn, I might even annoy a neighbor or two. 
   Actually, some of this idiosyncratic landscaping is 
found in Somerset: boats moored in yards, trailer 
ready to sail, rigs ready to roll, and vehicles unable to 
be muscled into the garage are set aside on the grass 
to allow garage access. These instances demonstrate 
that the charm of simplicity doesn't play as well in the 
urban environment. Small urban lots invite more  
intensive cultivation and development; and where 
fleets of vehicles and toys outgrow the garage they 
shouldn't migrate to the front yard. 
   Emphasize, as this column has, the "out-of-sight, 
out-of-mind" syndrome, our special hillside phenom-
enon, there are still many ignoring the mess imposed 
on their neighbors. Among the more impressive 
"jungles" is one at Somerset Pl SE and 136th Pl SE. 
In other instances it is also brush and tree cuttings, 
often sitting down hill from the owner's home; out of 
sight to all but his neighbors, and those driving by. It 
has been observed that curbstone appeal defines  
interest in both the home and the neighborhood. Wild 
growth and cuttings left on the ground are value  
destroyers for the brand, Somerset. 
    Also, relative to burnishing our brand, and  
demonstrating pride, isn't green grass more attractive 
than burned brown grass? Some with browned grass 
do not even cut those hardy weeds which survive  
neglect. Such uncut grass sometimes prompts one to 
wonder if the home is occupied. 
   Speaking of brown grass, many curbs are sprouting 
substantial tufts of brown grass, growing from the 
seams between street and curb. These sturdy tufts  
carry all the charm of   unsightly tufts of nose hairs 
growing to daylight. 
   Could our owners attack these terrible tufts, which 
left unattended, create a hint of mining town  
abandonment? 

 
 
 

 - Bob Swegle, PRIDE Committee Chair 

Newport Way Sidewalk Update 
 
      The Newport Way Sidewalk group 
continues to pursue its goal of estab-
lishing the project as Bellevue’s #1 
Capital Improvement Project (CIP) for 
the next budget cycle. The group is 
lobbying to have sidewalk/s and bike 
lane/s installed along Newport Way 
from 150th to Allen Road. 
   At the last Bellevue City Council 
meeting on July 7, the group again  
attended in its trademark “green  
t-shirts”, announcing “Newport Way 
Sidewalks – for a safer community”.  
Barbara Spindel, founder of the group 
and President of the Newport Way  
Library Association, presented a brief 
history of the proposal to the council, 
noting that from her lone voice in the 
beginning, a chorus of supporters has 
arisen and the group now regularly  
lobbies the council for this important 
safety project. Barbara presented to the 
council a list of organizations that  
formally endorse the project, including: 
 

 Tyee PTSA 

 Eastgate Elementary PTSA 

 Newport High Scholl PTSA 

 Somerset Community Association 

 Whispering Heights & Collingwood Community Association 

 Edgebrook Tennis Club 

 Somerset Moms 

 Newport Way Library Association 

 Boys and Girls Club of Bellevue 

 Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

 Aldersgate Christian Preschool 

 Feet First 

 Cascade Bicycle Club 
 
   Randy Brown, Block Watch Captain for Somerset North, then 
read the entire endorsement from the Cascade Bicycle Club, an 
inclusive and expansive letter showing that this project serves both 
the local neighborhood and also the greater biking community as 
part of the “Mountains to Sound” corridor, and is greatly needed 
for the safety of Cascade’s 16,000 members. 
   All these endorsers and their statements are listed on the group’s 
website: 
 
 newportwaysidewalk.org 
 
   The site also includes links to many of these organizations, as 
well as a link to sign an on-line petition supporting the project. The 
next Bellevue City Council Budget Committee meeting will be on  
November 17, and Newport Way Sidewalks invites everyone to  
attend and support their efforts for our community. 
 

- Gayle Niendorff 
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Stephanie Kristen 
It’s not just knowledge; it’s know-how. 

SheKnowsRealEstate.com 
Windermere Real Estate/East ~ 206-200-0222 

StephanieK@Windermere.com 

Somerset Resident & Parent ~ Over 25 years experience 
Seattle Magazine 5 Star Agent ~ “Best in Client Satisfaction” 
 

Windermere Real Estate, East Inc ~ 11100 Main Street, Bellevue, WA 98004 

Stephanie sold my mother's house several years ago when the market was tough. She did a great job walking my mom through the 

entire process. My mother really enjoyed Stephaine's great attitude and involving her in the process. Her staging person came in and 

used what is already in the home helped simplify and depersonalize the house. 

 

Last month Stephanie sold my mother and father in laws house. They had lived in the house for 60 years and selling it was a very 

emotional and intense process for our parents, for my husband and his siblings. Stephanie had a wonderful way of knowing the 

emotional ups and downs of selling. The overwhelming task of cleaning out the home and of letting go. She knows how to manage the 

entire process from staging to negotiation. As the market heated up this time around, Stephanie was able to sort out all the offers and 

help us understand the differences making our decision easier to navigate. We highly recommend her!  - Abby Brockway  

 Records under recording number 20140715001466, and a 
copy of the Amendment has been sent to each property 
owner in Division 15. Divisions 14 and S have also  
approved the amendment and their amendments are at our 
attorney’s office for recording. As of our SUN publication 
deadline on August 15, 2014, the other impacted divisions 
are pending. 
   The language of the Second Amendment puts all home-
owners on a par with the original developers and allows 
enforcement of our Covenants without undue financial 
hardship for an impacted homeowner. If you are in any of 
the affected divisions and wish to return your amendment 
form, please send it as soon as you can.  If you have  
misplaced your form, please call or email Gayle Niendorff 
(425-747-6786 or gniendorff@comcast.net) for a replace-
ment. Thank you for taking the time to consider this  
important Amendment. 
 
 
 
 
 

- Gayle Neindorff, CRC Committee  

   In May 2013, an Appeals Court in Washington made a 
decision that affects Somerset homeowners. The court ruled 
that in a lawsuit to enforce or defend our Covenants, those 
same Covenants did not allow the court to require the  
prevailing party in that lawsuit to recover “legal fees” that 
were incurred.  The ruling stated that the Covenants  
specifically allowed the original developers to recover 
“legal fees” (along with other costs of litigation), but that 
homeowners were limited by Covenant to recover only 
“costs”, and not the much more expensive part of litigation  
- the “legal fees” of an attorney. This wording affects  
Divisions 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 14, 15, H-1, S and SP  
(a subdivision of SW). 
   For the past several months a committee of the Somerset 
Community Association has been working on passing a 
Second Amendment to the Covenants to change that  
language to add “legal fees” to the “costs” that a prevailing 
party may recover. For those divisions which accepted the 
First Amendment, a simple majority of property owners 
must approve any further amendment to the Covenants. 
Thus far Division 15 has approved the Second Amendment. 
The Amendment has been recorded in King County  

Second Amendment to Somerset Covenants 
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The SATs are coming!   
The SATs are coming! 

 
That's right, all you Newport Knights and other  

High Schoolers! Your favorite Scholastic Aptitude Test is 
coming to a Homeroom near you! 

 
Don't be caught unprepared for the October 11th, November 
8th, or December 6th SAT!  The deadline to prepare for the 
SAT is closer than you think - especially if you're a senior, 

and have yet to take the test.   
Juniors should also take it soon, before their year heats up, as 

the Junior year is the busiest one of all! 
 

Get a jump on the process by joining a weekly SAT study 
group in Somerset. Students who have studied in one of my 
groups have increased their SAT scores by up to 500 points, 
and have been accepted by some of the best universities in 

the world. Genuine SAT tests are given on a regular basis to 
measure progress. 

 
Don't worry if you're not taking the SAT in the Fall. This 

SAT class is conducted throughout the year, and students can 
join at any time. 

 
Please visit my website at www.iTeachSAT.com for more 

information, or contact Philippa Viehmann at  
pviehmann@comcast.net or 425-562-1432. 

We are your local  
Design/Build Contractor! 

Call today for a FREE consultation. 

(425) 643-9095 
www.stevekunkelmasterbuilders.com 

   This column serves as a reminder to avoid the Five T's in an 
effort to enhance our neighborhood. 
#1 TOTES 
   Please do not leave your garbage and recycling totes out in plain 
view on non-garbage days. Please conceal them in your garage or 
around the side of your property or in an enclosure so that your 
neighbors don't have to look at them on a daily basis. Let's face it, 
the totes are an eyesore! We have some pretty egregious examples 
and we don't want to start running photos of the worst culprits! 
#2 TARPS 
   Please do not have the blue and green plastic tarps displayed 
prominently in the front of your property or where your neighbors 
have to look at them in back or even side yards. Please use only on 
a temporary basis, not on a permanent basis and preferably use the 
dark brown color as they are the least obtrusive. Some of our 
neighbors have cars, trucks, boats and trailers and/or portions of 
their roofs covered in UGLY blue plastic tarps. Please REMOVE 
them. No one likes looking at them. 
#3 TRUCKS 
   Please park your vehicles in your garage including your truck or 
on a side parking strip behind a fence and out of the view of the 
street and your neighbors view and please don't cover it with the 
ugly blue tarps (see #2). Vehicles and especially trucks are not 
supposed to be left on any of our streets over a 24 hour period. If 
your truck doesn't fit in your garage, then at a minimum please 
park it in your own driveway! 

The Five T’s to Avoid in Somerset: Totes, Tarps, Trucks, Trailers, and Trees 

#4 TRAILERS 
   Hide large and small of all types - like boat trailers and trailers 
used for hauling (see #3). Eastgate allows semi-tractor trailer rigs, 
which are really UGLY!!! Ditto for Campers and Motorhomes/
RVs. 
#5 TREES 
   Somerset is a "view" neighborhood. Please keep your trees 
trimmed to 20' or lower in height. If need be, "window" and/or limb 
up the tree by selectively thinning and/or removing lower limbs so 
that your neighbor’s view is maintained. 
   Topping and/or removal works as well. This also goes for very 
large landscape shrubs. Also, vine maples, alders and cotton wood 
volunteers start and grow prolifically. They should be plucked 
yearly. Once they reach 8" in diameter the City of Bellevue 
considers that volunteer to be a significant tree and then you cannot 
remove it without their approval and paying for a permit to do so. 
   So, for any tree that is under 8" in diameter that you are not going 
to want permanently in your landscaping, please pull it NOW, like 
a weed. This annual maintenance will help to preserve views and 
reduce disputes and save a lot of time, energy and money. Many 
thanks for your continued cooperation. 
   Remember, if something in your yard, driveway and landscape 
looks ugly and unsightly to you then you can be sure your neighbor 
feels the same way and would really appreciate you remedying the 
situation as soon as possible. Again, thank you for working hard to 
keep Somerset a great place to live! 

http://www.stevekunkelmasterbuilders.com
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In the Neighborhood 
  
     A new look has been added to the Somerset entrance with 
the addition of seasonal color enhancement. Signature  
Landscape, under the direction of color coordinator Linda 
Fox, will provide distinct spring summer and fall plantings. 
One grouping is in front of the entry waterfall and another is 
in the raised bed at the rear wall (see photo, right). When 
driving by look for colorful geraniums, salvia, begonias, 
marigolds and potato vine anchoring the current display.  
Also watch for the seasonal change Signature will bring in 
September. 
  
    Projects recently completed by Signature Landscape (in 
addition to routine maintenance) include spray application of 
25 yards of fert-mulch to the entrance areas and 15 yards of 
medium bark sprayed to the planting strip along Somerset 
Boulevard. Fert-mulch provides nutrients and protection for 
the landscape while bark retards weed growth and helps to 
retain moisture. Overgrown grasses along the boulevard 
were removed and smaller grasses rearranged to fill in the 
open spaces. One overgrown photinia protruding over the 
sidewalk was also removed. 
  
City of Bellevue Match Program 
  
     Some of our neighbors have asked about improving  
nearby common areas not on private property where  
maintenance and upkeep are needed. The City of Bellevue 

Match Program was established to help fund small  
neighborhood improvement projects that: 
              Enhance and beautify Bellevue's neighborhoods;    
              Encourage participation; and 
              Foster a sense of community and neighborhood 
pride.   
   This program currently provides funding annually for these 
small-scale improvements. The City provides up to $10,000 
per project, and for every dollar awarded by the City  
neighbors are required to match the amount with cash,  
professional services, materials and/or volunteer labor. For 
questions regarding the Match Program contact Ying  
Carlson, Neighborhood Outreach Team via email at:  
ycarlson@bellevue.com. 
  
In the Garden 
  
     Autumn is on the way and now is the time to clean out 
garden beds in preparation for changing seasons. Discard 
spent annuals and shape up flower beds. Amend soil and 
mulch around shrubs and bulbs for winter protection. Fall is 
a good time to plant bulbs, shrubs and trees. Rain will  
provide water and plants will have all winter to build strong 
root systems. When fall clean-up is complete it is a good 
time to clean and sharpen tools and perhaps apply oil for rust 
protection.  Store tools in a clean, dry space and enjoy your 
fall/winter garden. 
 

- Judy Atherton, Landscape Chair 

Colorful Entryway Plantings, City Matching Grants, and Fall Garden Clean-Up 
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Somerset, Tyee and Newport: Get Your Kids Back On Track 
By Anna Cummins and Dr. Bob Cummis  
of Cummins Chiropractic and Wellness 
    
   I remember some epic falls from the playground monkey bars 
at Somerset Elementary School when I was a student. And 
now, watching my own kids play reminds me that being a kid 
is not as easy as it looks! Just because children have young and 
flexible bodies doesn’t mean they are invincible. 
   Somerset, Tyee and Newport are all back in session which 
means that families are gearing up for busy schedules, home-
work, after school activities and the hectic pace of our 21st 
century lifestyles. To insure that your child has a healthy and 
successful year, it will be important to have their back aligned, 
balanced and on track.  

   Children make 775,000 visits 
to the emergency room each 
year because of sports-related 
injuries. Every 2½ minutes a 
child is injured on a playground.  
150,000 kids are treated in the 
emergency room for football 
injuries. These injuries are often 
accompanied by trauma to the 
child’s developing spine and 

nervous system. More than 40 Million students carry school 
backpacks.  
   Every activity affects the spine. Contact sports, playing an 
instrument, sitting, studying, and paying attention in class are 
all important for a successful school year and they all require a 
healthy spine and nervous system. When your child is sitting in 
class listening to a teacher, they listen through their ears,  
process the information in their brain, and a signal is sent down 
their spine to their fingers so that they can write their notes 
which they will later study. If a child is playing an instrument, 
the instructor often tells them to sit up straight. A healthy spine 
with good alignment and nerve supply is essential to  
performance in the classroom and activities.  
   When we watch our kids participating in sports, we often 
cringe at the intense beating that their spines take when they 
are hit by another person or twisted through their activities. 
Keeping their spine aligned and balanced is crucial for them to 
be able to enjoy a healthy and successful year and have a 
healthy spine for a lifetime.   
   Heavy backpacks, playground and sports injuries can cause 
non-structural or functional scoliosis, an abnormal curvature of 
the spine that typically appears in early adolescence. This type 
of scoliosis develops as a result of misalignment and pressure 
on the spine and nerve system. Functional scoliosis can often 
be corrected by addressing the underlying condition through 
chiropractic care.  Kids can also injure their spine and remain 
symptom free until later on in life when the damage becomes 
more permanent. This, too, can be helped with chiropractic 
care.  
   British medical researchers have found through MRI technol-
ogy that nearly 10% of children show signs of disc degenera-
tion before reaching puberty.   

   Disc degeneration is 
a condition in which a 
damaged spinal disc 
wears down unevenly 
causing pressure on 
the nerves and limit-
ing activity levels, 
stamina, and quality 
of life as we age. We 
tend to think of disc 
degeneration as a sign 
that we are getting 
older but this is not 
true. It is a sign that 
the spine has been 
injured which can 
happen at any age.  
   We’re sure there are 
so many things  
already on your list 
regarding your kids 
school time activities. 
As you complete your list, remember to make an  
appointment for a “School’s Back” Spinal Exam. This  
simple examination can determine if your child’s spine is 
on track or off track. Chiropractic care can keep your 
child’s spine and nerve system healthy and insure your best 
school year ever. Go Knights! Go Thunderbirds! Go Suns!   
 

425-590-9158 
info@cumminschiropractic.com 
www.CumminsChiropractic.com  

 

-Anna Cummins is a 2008 Olympic Gold and Silver  
medalist in women’s rowing. She is a Somerset native, and 

she and her husband Dr. Bob Cummins own and operate  
Cummins Chiropractic & Wellness. Cummins Chiropractic 

& Wellness is a 100 Year Lifestyle Affiliate Office.  

Anna Cummins Dr. Bob Cummins 

Hope Cummins 
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   Happy Back-to-School!  
   First, I’d like to introduce our new and returning principals 
and assistant principals for our south Bellevue schools.  
Please consider reaching out to meet them and to share your 
experience and your help! 
Somerset Elementary Pr incipal: Tara Gray 
(Grayt@bsd405.org); Assistant Principal: Judy Bowlby 
(Bowlbyj@bsd405.org) 
Newport Height Elementary Pr incipal: Br ian Teppner 
(Teppnerb@bsd405.org); Assistant Principal: Kindra Clayton 
(Claytonk@bsd405.org) 
Eastgate Elementary Pr incipal: Steve Lesco 
(Lescos@bsd405.org) 
Puesta del Sol Elementary Pr incipal: Jonathan Shearer  
(Shearerj@bsd405.org) 
Tyee Middle School Pr incipal: Aaron Miller  
(Millera@bsd405.org); Assistant Principals: Michelle Renee 
(Reneem@bsd405.org) and Genisha Wea 
(Weag@bsd405.org) 
Tillicum Middle School Pr incipal: James Peterson 
(Petersonj@bsd405.org) 
Newport High School Pr incipal: Dion Yahoudy 
(Yahoudyd@bsd405.org); Assistant Principals: Lance Balla 
(Ballal@bsd405.org) and Thomas Gangle 
(Ganglet@bsd405.org).   
   There are also a few changes at the district level as we wel-
come the following new staff:  Director of Athletics and Ac-
tivities: Jeff Lowell (Lowellj@bsd405.org); Director of Hu-
man Resources: Jeff Thomas (Thomasj@bsd405.org); Direc-
tor of Graduation Success: Shamari Jones 
(Joness@bsd405.org); and Gifted Program Supervisor: Lora 
McHugh (Mchughl@bsd405.org). 

   I’d also like to make sure the community is aware that the 
Bellevue School District is in the process of adopting new high 
school graduation requirements. Currently, a citizen advisory 
committee is conducting a review of current requirements and 

will be making recommendations to the Board 
in September. You can find the members of the 
committee online at www.bsd405.org/
community-engagement/advisory-committees/
high-school-graduation-requirements.aspx.  
Feel free to share your thoughts and concerns 
with members of the committee and/or with 
the School Board. Additional information 
about state graduation requirements can be 
found at www.k12.wa.us/
GraduationRequirements/Requirement-
Credits.aspx.  

   Last, but not least, I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome 
new families to our wonderful Somerset neighborhood and 
Bellevue School District community. I encourage you to stay 
informed and be engaged! Our children’s well-being, safety and 
success depend on all of us. Please feel free to reach out to me at 
Thaim@bsd405.org or on Facebook: My-Linh Thai for Bellevue 
School Board. The entire Bellevue School Board of Directors 
can be reached at board@bsd405.org, Superintendent Dr. Tim 
Mills can be reached at Millst@bsd405.org, and our Director of 
Communication Elizabeth Sytman at Sytmane@bsd405.org. I 
look forward to us working together to continue our school  
district’s culture of excellence for all of our students.   

- My-Linh Thai is a Bellevue School District  
Board of Director representing District 5. She lives in 

Somerset with her husband Don and their two children, 
both students at Tyee Middle School.       

The 2014-2015 School Year Brings Much Anticipation and Excitement  

My-Linh Thai 

   Bellevue Schools Foundation’s annual fall campaign raises 
funds to help bridge the gap between state funding and what kids 
in our district need to be successful. The elementary STEM pilot 
(which started at Newport Heights Elementary in 2013-14 and is 
coming to Somerset Elementary this year), the introduction of 
DreamBox math, access to the college and career tool Naviance, 
VIBES (Volunteers in Bellevue’s Education System), and so 
much more are possible thanks to community donors like you. 
Visit bellevueschoolsfoundation.org to give today and avoid a 
call during the November phonathon! 
     

- Julie Benson, Communications Manager 
Bellevue Schools Foundation 

Are You In? Bellevue Schools and Students Need Your Support! 
 

“Funding from 
Foundation donors 
allows us to be 
more creative and 
innovative in what 
we bring to stu-
dents, and dream 
beyond what school 
budgets can pro-
vide. We’ve benefit-
ed as teachers, our 
students have bene-
fited, and we do-
nate because we 
want to give back.” 
 
– Aaron & Pam Falet-
to, Teachers at  
Newport Heights & 
Stevenson elementary 
schools and parents of 
Colin (2nd grader at 
Somerset Elemen-
tary), Katelyn (3) & 
Laura (3) bellevueschoolsfoundation.org 
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Forest Hill Park  How the park would look with new poles. 

Last year, Puget Sound energy announced "Energize Eastside" 

power lines through neighborhoods in five Eastside cities. Is this really the best solution for our future?

   Residents got their first view of the balloon towers as they rounded a bend along the July 4th parade route. At first they were 
confused. Why were orange and black balloons decorating an Independence Day parade? Someone apparently didn’t get the 
memo on the traditional red, white, and blue color scheme! 
   When we explained to parade walkers what they represented, most people were shocked. Craning their necks to look up at 
the top balloon, it was almost inconceivable that steel towers of this size could soon be blighting our neighborhood. 
   After the parade, we moved the balloons to the Forest Hill Park, where they cast a foreboding presence over the otherwise 
joyous festivities. To bring the point home, we added digital simulations of the new poles at the correct scale (matching the 
height of the top balloon). As you can see, the new towers would completely alter the feeling of this nice little park. PSE has 
avoided showing simulations of poles near parks and schools. Perhaps these photos demonstrate why it’s not in their best  
interest to do that. 
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Right, poles will be prominent on the hill. 
Below, CENSE volunteers. 

 

Visit CENSE.org 

Sign up for Newsletter 

Sign the petition 

Attend a meeting 

Donate to the cause! 

Last year, Puget Sound energy announced "Energize Eastside" - a plan to run new high-voltage  

power lines through neighborhoods in five Eastside cities. Is this really the best solution for our future? 
   After the party was over, we moved the  
balloon towers to various locations around the 
neighborhood. Some residents who can’t see 
the current poles were surprised to see how the 
new poles would dominate the landscape. 
   Obviously, this would be an unfortunate out-
come if Energize Eastside were a truly critical 
project to serve Eastside growth. The tragedy is 
that it’s not necessary. Not now, and maybe not 
at any time in the future. Fortunately, Bellevue is 
now looking for an independent expert to verify 
PSE’s claims and evaluate alternatives. We  
continue to believe that independent analysis will 
clarify what is real, and what may be exaggerated 
in an effort to boost corporate profits. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

   Last December Puget Sound Energy announced Energize 
Eastside, a plan to run 18 miles of high-voltage power lines 
through neighborhoods in five Eastside cities. 
   Concerned citizens formed a coalition (CENSE) to represent 
every resident of the Eastside. We oppose the industrial blight of 
power lines the size of 13-story buildings running through our 
communities because there are other solutions that support 
Eastside growth and have much lower impacts. 
   PSE will charge its customers up to $290 million to build this 
project. CENSE urges the five Eastside cities, led by the City of 
Bellevue, to hire an expert to independently determine the size 
of the need, the viability of solutions that PSE prematurely elim-
inated, and analyze costs. This study should account for each 
solution’s impact on our communities, not just profits for PSE’s 
shareholders. 
   The Eastside is known for its innovation and environmental 
stewardship. New energy solutions are being deployed around 
the country that protect the safety, health and beauty of host 
communities, instead of degrading them. It’s time for us to 
demonstrate our technological leadership and our commitment 
to preserving the beauty and livability of the Eastside for our 
children and grandchildren. 

Go to CENSE.org to view a 6-minute  
video that questions the need and purpose 

of PSE’s “Energize Eastside” project. 



 

 

Somerset SUN                                                        NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS_______________________________________14 

 
 

   I hope you’ve all been enjoying your summer. School is  
starting soon, the pool will be closing, and fall will soon be in 
the air.  I had a great time at the Somerset 4th of July Parade and 
Picnic and had a chance to catch up with many of my neighbors 
about a variety of topics, particularly Energize Eastside. This 
column will provide a summary of several pending Council 
items that may be of interest. 
 
Energize Eastside.  Just before our August recess, the Council 
directed the City staff to begin the selection process for an  

energy expert to provide input to the City 
prior to the Environmental Review process. 
The City Planning Commission is also in the 
process of updating the Utilities Element of 
our Comprehensive Plan which impacts how 
utilities are implemented City-wide. The 
City’s webpage on this topic is located at 
www.bellevuewa.gov/electrical-
facilities.htm. The advocates from Bellevue 
neighborhoods, including CAG members and 
CENSE have been very effective at working 

for the best interests of the neighborhoods and are helping to 
shape this process. 
 
City Budget / Newport Way Sidewalk.  This year is a “budget 
year” for Bellevue.  Our operating fund is in good shape, how-
ever, the City has a capital budget challenge ahead as there isn’t 
enough money to fund the capital projects that we need to keep 
people safe, keep traffic moving and provide important  
amenities to our residents. A primary reason for the capital 
budget challenge is the City’s financial obligation to share  
funding for the downtown light rail tunnel of up to $160 million 
(more on that below). This has put a significant crimp on our 
ability to provide the roads, sidewalks, parks, bike lanes, etc. 
that we need. Despite the capital budget challenge, I will be 

Fall Council Round-Up 

Jennifer Robertson 

advocating for design and construction funding for at least one 
side of the Newport Way Sidewalk/Bike Lane project. This is 
an important safety project and one that is long overdue.   
 
Red light and School Zone Cameras. The Council voted 5-2 
to expand our red light and school zone camera program. I was 
a dissenting vote because I have not seen strong evidence that 
the cameras are effective at increasing safety. The cameras are 
good at generating revenue (about $1 million net per year for 
the City) and I will be advocating to use this revenue for  
pedestrian and school safety projects. This idea is gaining  
traction among the Council and I am hopeful that we will 
agree to use those resources to improve safety and fund  
projects like the Newport Way sidewalk project. 
 
Light Rail Update.  In July, the Sound Transit Board voted to 
locate a 25-acre operations and maintenance facility in the  
Bel-Red area. The entire Council opposes this location as it 
takes valuable commercial land which is slated for mixed use 
development and puts a heavy industrial use there instead. The 
“cost” to the City of this location selection is over $6 million 
per year. Sound Transit and the City also entered into a non-
binding tunnel funding agreement in 2011 for cost sharing (up 
to $160 million of Bellevue funding) for the downtown light 
rail tunnel. Due to significant design and contract changes by 
Sound Transit, this agreement will need to be updated. The 
Council will be engaging in negotiations with Sound Transit in 
the coming months to work through the issues of the  
operations facility and the tunnel funding agreement. We will 
be working to ensure that (1) light rail opens on time; (2) the 
impacts of light rail and the operations facility are minimized; 
and (3) Bellevue taxpayers get a fair deal.   
 

- Jennifer is a municipal attorney and a member of the 
Bellevue City Council.  She lives with her husband and 

three daughters in Somerset.  You can reach her at 
j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov or 425-516-5877.  

 

 
   I am going to be very brief and to the point. The City of 
Bellevue and the community are facing some prickly issues, 

and the Council will be making some tough 
decisions. It’s ironic that this is happening 
during good economic times. 
   The issues are 1)Energizing Eastside 2)
Eastlink Implementation and 3)Economic 
Growth. 
 

Energizing Eastside 
   As Somerset residents, we are well aware 
of the threat of Energizing Eastside to our 
homes and neighborhoods and well-being 
from PSE’s planned expansion. How the 

issues are being addressed to the satisfaction of the residents 
may cause big heartache for our elected representatives. 
 

Eastlink Implementation 
   Eastlink implementation remains a challenge and how 

Sound Transit has man-handled the Operations and  
Maintenance Base site selection process has undermined  
the MOU between the City and ST. It is facing tough  
challenges going forward. Many tough decisions face  
the Council. 
 

Economic Growth 
   Economic growth and the many and rapid-pace develop-
ments and associated negative impacts will cause the  
residents to pause to weigh the benefits vs. the deterioration 
of quality of life we enjoy. These considerations will affect 
Council decisions and budget on land use and infrastruc-
ture. We must grow smartly and manage it right. 
   Council is facing these issues right now. Don’t let it  
creep up on you. We need your help and input. Please get 
engaged, early and NOW, so we can make good and  
decisive decisions to keep Bellevue the great place it is  
today and lay the ground for the next several decades. 
 
 

- Conrad Lee, City Council Member/Past Mayor             

Council Faces Key Issues 

Conrad Lee 
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   The Somerset Recreation Club has experienced one of the 
Best Summers in over a decade! The Weather was fabulous, the 
Swim and Tennis Teams were successful, and everyone had 
fun! 
   The Club’s Membership increased this year. New and  
returning members enjoyed the “family friendly atmosphere”, 
swimming and playing tennis, bar-b-cuing, and having family 
gatherings and parties on our upper deck space. 
   Summer Events were well attended. We had one of the most 
successful Casino Night dinner and auction in several years. 
Our Pizza and Bingo Night was enjoyed by dozens of families, 
and the Annual Wine Tasting Event (Sponsored by Dr Paul and 
Kathy Jensen) was a delight too! 
   The Swim Team had 108 swimmers and 18 sharkees who 
swam in both A and B Meets. These swimmers were once 
again successful winning a few meets and setting records. The 
Sharkee program was restarted this year for 5-7 year old swim-
mers and will continue to help build a larger Team and win 
more meets in the coming years.  
   Somerset Recreation Club is continuing to work with Forest 
Ridge on plans to build a new club facility. The plans  
include a 6-lane pool that will be covered during winter 
months, 4 or 5 tennis courts, and a two-story clubhouse with a 
meeting room, fitness area, and other amenities.  Forest Ridge 

and SRC are beginning the process of working with the City of 
Bellevue on permitting.  
   The Club will close for the season after labor day.  Please join 
the November Annual Meeting  - the time and location will be 
announced shortly on the SRC web site.  If you are interested in 
joining the Club, it is not too late to join for next year and re-
ceive an early-bird discount. 
  Please stay in touch and visit the website at  
www.somersetrec.org or on Facebook. See you in May 2015! 

Thank You All for a Great Summer! 



 

 

Somerset SUN                                                        NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS_______________________________________16 

    Are you prepared? How do you know? 
  At American Preparedness www.americanpreparedness.com 
we like to say: Get Ready, Be Ready and Stay Ready! 
   What at can you do to get prepared and stay prepared for a 
major natural disaster or even a man made situation beyond 
our control? A re you prepared at your work place? 
   What if a major earthquake struck during a winter work day 
right here in Seattle in our Puget Sound Region. 
   Would you and your staff and colleagues be ready to shelter 
in place in your high rise office tower, perhaps for days? Is 
you family prepared back home and what about your vehicle. 
Do you have a plan?  
   Three days of food and water might not be enough in a se-
vere earthquake. It may take many more days for services and 
utilities to be restored. We suggest you have emergency kits 
and backpacks for your home, vehicles and office. We hope 

you never need them but if you do, you'll be glad you took a 
little bit of time and got prepared. Involve your family members, 
hold a family meeting with the kids and use the month of Sep-
tember, National Emergency Preparedness month to: GET 
READY, BE READY and STAY READY! 
   You'll be glad you did! A special thank you to our SCA EP&S 
Chair Dave Mickelson and to all of our Block Captains for  
implementing Bellevue's SPAN program: Strengthening  
Preparedness Among Neighbors. 
   Somerset is a better prepared community as a result of all of 
their most excellent efforts. Thank you! 

 
 

- Steve O'Donnell 
CEO American Preparedness Co. 

September is National Emergency Preparedness Month 

    
 

There were more than five Emergency  
Preparedness/Block Watch Parties on the 

hill this summer!   
   If your Emergency Preparedness/Block 
Watch Neighborhood Group would like to 

schedule a Block Party, or you would like to 
organize a group, contact Dave Mickelson, 

DaveMickelson@comcast.net or  
425-829-8483. 

Summer Emergency Preparedness Block Parties! 

Above, neighbors of Somerset Crest. 
 
Left, Somerset Drive & 134th Place Emergency Preparedness and Block 
Watch Party. City of Bellevue Crime Prevention Officer Amanda Jensen, 
Bellevue Fire Department, Block Captain Frank Bosone, Jeff Mo after  
getting to sit in the fire truck. 
 
Below, more neighbors of Somerset Crest. 
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what to do before, during and after wildfires – even without mo-
bile connectivity 

 The latest updates from local, state and federal fire agencies in the 
“Wildfire News” section 

 Red Cross emergency shelter locator for when you need help 

 One-touch “I’m Safe” button that instantly posts a message to 
your social networks, notifying friends and family that you’re out 
of harm’s way, and more.  

   No smart phone? No problem. You can also find helpful wildfire 
preparedness tips by visiting our website at redcross.org/prepare. 

Red Cross Wildfire App and Website 
  Wildfires can strike in any state, particularly during the summer 
months. Whether you or a loved one live in a region at risk for  
wildfires, simple preparedness steps can help save lives. 
   You can take the first step toward wildfire preparedness right now 
and download the free Red Cross Wildfire App. The Wildfire App 
gives you important information in the palm of your hand: 

 Preloaded content gives users instant access to information on  
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Annual 4th of July 
Parade and BBQ 

In the Park! 

Thank you, 4th of July 
Student Volunteers! 

  

   A big thank you to the following students who 
volunteered to help with the 4th of July kids' 
games: Dan Pinkowski, Jett Goforth, Isabel 
Gray, Anna Batra (and her little sister), Shawna 
Alford, Christina Alford, and Jack Alford.  We 
could not have covered the gunny sack races, 
bouncy house, patriotic tattoos, handing out 
prizes and otter pops, and the water balloon toss 
without you!  Also, thank you to Joe Magnani 
for once again filling and tying upwards of 150 
water balloons! 
 
   Students in high school, including those enter-
ing high school in the Fall, earned community 
service hours for volunteering their time.  The 
Bellevue School District requires a minimum of 
40 hours of community service to graduate.  
Many Newport High School students graduate 
with the Knight Valor award, recognizing those 
who have completed 140 or more hours of com-
munity service during their high school years. 

Middle School Literature - and - 
Beginning SAT Classes 

 
Give your students a head 

start on High School by enrol-
ling them in a weekly classic 
literature class in Somerset.  
They'll learn to analyze the 
works of authors such as 

Charles Dickens, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Mary Shelley, 

Robert Louis Stevenson, and 
Oscar Wilde, while improving 
their reading comprehension, 

vocabulary, grammar, and writing skills. 
 

Additionally, a separate weekly class is offered for Middle 
School students to introduce them to the SAT.  This class 
uses genuine SAT tests to immerse new students into the 

sometimes stressful world of the SAT process.  In addition to 
the English and math elements of the SAT, students will 

learn the time management skills that are critical to success 
on the SAT. 

 
Please visit my website at www.iTeachSAT for more infor-

mation, or contact Philippa Viehmann at pvieh-
mann@comcast.net, or 425-562-1432. 

Best Girl Costume with Bike 
Abby Robertson  

Olivia Wollum & Carson Walker 

Best Decorated Family - The Alfords 
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Best Boy Costume - Rex 
Walker, age 3 

son of Erin and Wonathan 
Walker 

Bellevue Council Member Conrad 
Lee (in hat) and the rest of the  

Master Griller team:  
Jerry Magnani, Scott Robertson, 

and Michael Alford.  

Tammy Alford, Chair of the 
annual 4th of July Picnic/

BBQ with daughter Natalie  
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Steve O’Donnell President 206 953-6483, sdofour@aol.com 

Aileen Wu Vice President  206 890-1717, akmc2@yahoo.com  

Gayle Niendorff Secretary/CRC 425 747-6786, gniendorff@comcast.net 

Jeff Mock Treasurer 425 747-6581, jkmock@gmail.com  

Bob Swegle Somerset PRIDE 425 747-5436, bsweg@msn.com  

Tom Caterson  Communications 206 355 9552, tcaterso@starbucks.com  

Samir Rustagi Website 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Tom Campbell CRC Chairman 425 641-4958, camptwc@comcast.net 

Judy Atherton Landscaping 425 641-9916, brentath@comcast.net 

Sean Cox Membership 425 505-2644, sean.ozel.cox@gmail.com  

Dave Mickelson Safety and Emergency Preparedness 425 829-8483, DaveMickleson@comcast.net 

Benson Zhang CRC Board 206 992-7655, bensonzhang@yahoo.com 

Gary Albert Signage/Directory 425 641-1937, albert.gary@gmail.com 

Lynn Eng-Lei Welcoming 206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com  

Kenn Gennari Maintenance 425 649-1056, k.gennari@comcast.net 

Kathy Judkins CRC non-Board member 425 641-0494, kathyjud46@comcast.net 

Samir Rustagi CRC non-Board member 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Diane Kehm SUN Editor/Directory non-Board member 360 265-5527 ddumelle@yahoo.com 

2014 SCA Board of Directors and Committee Members 

 

4623 141st Ct SE 
Sold by Lynn  

Serving clients since 1998. Somerset neighbor and parent. You 
can count on your neighbor realtor. I guarantee to work hard  

and get you top dollar for your home. Please give me the  
opportunity to help you with your next move. 

Speaks Chinese 

4615 Somerset Pl SE 
Listed by Lynn 

SOLD! SOLD! 

13608 SE 58th Pl 
Listed by Lynn 

14007 SE 49th Pl 
Listed by Lynn 

4607 141st Ct SE 
Sold by Lynn 

SOLD! SOLD! 

July Somerset Sales for Lynn 

SOLD! 
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Babysitter Listing 
 
     The Somerset community is fortunate to have many 
youth interested in babysitting. Please respect their privacy 
and do not distribute this list beyond the neighborhood. If 
you know of someone who would like to be added to or 
deleted from the list, please contact Sun Editor Diane 
Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com. 

   Do you want to start a Somerset Group? Send an email to the 
SUN Editor Diane Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com to place an ad 
(no charge) in the SUN. Want to participate in an existing Group or 
Club? Contact the Club/Group Chair listed below and start having 
more fun with your Neighbors! 

Somerset Community Interest Groups 

Club              Chair       Contact 
50 and Over Singles     Kathy Judkins          641-0494 

Senior Skiers     Bob Miller          641-7414 

Walkers                   Seeking Chair    

Quilters                    Seeking Chair    

Chinese Club                  Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966  

Bridge                   Seeking Chair 

Babysitting Co-Op                Tammy Alford          746-2454 

Garden Club                  Fran Robinson          747-2953 

Sunshine Committee                 Kathleen Sherman       401-9058 

Welcoming Committee                Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966 

Social Committee                Seeking Chair    

Book Club                  Becky Mills          614-1171 

Bible Study (non-denominational)   Carrie Myers          643-6655 

Classical Music Concerts                 Seeking Chair   

Somerset Woods              Aileen Wu                  497-2477  

Somerset Playgroup                         Seeking Chair 

SomersetMoms                                 sylvia.vasilik@gmail.com 

Somerset Women for Medic One  Diane Woods          746-5930  

Some Clubs Need Leaders 
 
 

     The following Community Interest Groups are in need of a  
chairperson: Walkers, Quilters, Bridge, Social Committee, Classical 
Music Concerts, and Somerset Playgroup.  
   Please contact anyone on the Board if you are interested in chairing 
a Club, or if you would like to start a new one centered around a dif-
ferent interest group! 
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Travel Feature - Mississippi 

 
   I may not be as exotic of a destina-
tion as French Polynesia or an arctic 
beauty as Iceland. For what I lack I 
definitely make up with my charm 
and hospitality. I became the 20th 
state on December 10th, 1817. Four 
neighbors live close: Tennessee to the 
north, Alabama to the east and  
Arkansas and Louisiana to the west. 
Many Native American tribes  
inhabited my land long before European settlement: Choctaw, 
Natchez, Tunica, Yazoo tribes etc. The seventh president of the 

United States would feel honored, Mr. 
Andrew Jackson. My state capital named 
after him. Can you name it what is 444 
miles long and extends from southwest 
corner to the northeast corner? The 
Natchez Trace Parkway, named an “All 
American road” by the federal govern-
ment. I am feeling thirsty from this heat 
lets drink a cold root beer. This delicious 
concoction was invented in Biloxi in 
1898 by Edward Adolf Barq. Many well 
known writers hail from my state includ-
ing Tennessee Williams, William  
Faulkner, Eudora Welty and John  
Grisham. The annual recognition of our 

war dead is known as Memorial Day. Want to hear a little known 
secret about this holiday?  In Columbus Friendship cemetery is 
known as “The place where flowers healed a nation.” The ladies 
of Columbus on April 25th 
1866 a year after the civil war 
ended decided to decorate both 
confederate and union graves 
with bouquets and garlands of 
flowers. As a direct result of 
this a national holiday was born. 
Thank you Ladies we greatly 
appreciate the ways you honor 
those who served our country. 
You need to go that way to get 
to Belzoni the “Catfish Capital of the World”, just follow the 
scent. I am one of the largest producers of this farm raised mouth-
watering fish in The USA. Pass me some tarter and hot sauce it’s 

time to savor on some good south-
ern food. Explore the Delta and 
hear the blues full of meaning from 
legends like Robert Johnson,  
Muddy Waters, B.B. King and 
Howlin’ Wolf. Take a listen to their 
music through your local library, 
iTunes, YouTube. I promise you 
are going to enjoy what you are 
listening to. Don’t forget to visit the 

B.B King museum in Indianola, a must see. The fight for freedom 
and racial equality has been a long road. We don’t give up easily 
even through all the tragedies and roadblocks. My people the  
Mississippians are resilient.  We have made lots of progress 
through my almost 200 years as a state from the despicable act of 
slavery to the African American civil right era of the 50’s and 
60’s to the present. I will be honest we have a ways to go in  

ensuring the 
freedom, 
rights and 
equality of all. 
Medical  
history was 
made in Jack-
son; Dr James 
D. hardy  
performed the 
first human lung transplant in 1963. John B. Stetson learned and 
practiced the art of hat making in Dunn’s Falls. Childhood  
memories of Teddy Bears? President Theodore Roosevelt 
(teddy) went on a hunting expedition in Sharkey County in 1902. 
He refused to shoot a captured bear. I wonder who was more 

afraid Mr. Teddy or the 
Bear? This very act re-
sulted in the creation of 
the world famous teddy 
bear. Pine Sol a popular 
household cleaning tool 
was invented by Harry A. 
Cole Sr. of Jackson. Jim 
Henson the creator of the 

Muppets was born in Greenville. The story of love gone awry. 
Travel to Mount Helena Plantation off Highway 61 and hear 
about Ms. Helen Scrymgeour Johnstone Known as “the Bride of 
Annandale”. She was set to marry a handsome gentleman named 
Henry Vick who was killed in a dual just days before their  
wedding in 1859. Her unending love for him endured long after 

his death. Supposedly 
there is paranormal  
activity related to this  
couple on the plantation 
grounds. Take my word 
for it. It is true your love 
for someone never dies. 
Lots of very talented and 
very smart people, not to 
forget some cute toys,  
savvy inventions delicious 

drinks and food, awesome music hail from me the state of  
Mississippi. Of course there are oodles of other interesting facts 
about me, this doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface, but I 
believe it was important to share a variety of facts that deserve 
your attention and pique your interest. So don’t beat around the 
bush. Won’t you come on down and 
visit the people, places, stories, events 
and things that make up me, the great 
state of Mississippi? 
 
Looking Forward to your Visit, 
Mississippi 
P.S. Don’t be a Stranger 
 

 
- Email Erica at 

ehale473@hotmail.com with 
questions, comments and other 

feedback about her column.  

The Magnolia and Hospitality State 
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