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   As you may have heard, Puget Sound Energy (PSE) is planning to upgrade  
power lines in our area. PSE claims this is necessary to meet growing electricity 
demands in Bellevue and companies such as Google, Costco, and Boeing. There 
may be less publicized motivations, such as transmitting power from sources in the 
north (BC Power) to consumers in the south (California). 
   The plan calls for a new 230-kilovolt transmission line that will connect stations 
from Redmond to Renton. About half of the 18-mile line will run through  
Bellevue. One of the possible routes includes a segment that would run through 
Somerset for one mile. This segment would follow the path of the current power 
lines that pass over the Somerset Rec Club. 
   Due to past problems with projects that didn’t provide enough opportunity for 
community feedback, PSE has scheduled a number of advisory meetings during 
the 2014 calendar year. By addressing the community’s questions and concerns 
early, PSE hopes to streamline the development process and meet an aggressive 
schedule that calls for the route to be selected by the end of the year, and  
construction to begin in 2017. More meetings are scheduled in the coming months 
and your participation is encouraged. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

SCA Board Meeting 
March 13, 7 pm 

 

Central Sub-Area Committee 
Workshop #1: 

PSE Listens to the Public 

March 12, 6:30-9 pm 

Sheraton Bellevue Hotel 

 

Central Sub-Area Committee 
Workshop #2: 

Trade-offs, Promises, and 
Issues 

March 26, 6:30-9 pm 

Sheraton Bellevue Hotel 

 

Central Sub-Area Committee 
Workshop #3 

Roundtable Discussions on 
Recommendations 

April 9, 6:30-9 pm 

Sheraton Bellevue Hotel 

 

SCA Board Meeting 
April 10, 7 pm 

 

PSE EE Project 
Citizen’s Advisory Group 

April 30, time/location TBD 
 

SCA Board Meeting 
May 8, 7 pm 

March 2014 

Somerset Opposes 
Proposed Power Lines 

A simulated 
view from a 

Somerset 
living room, 
showing how 
the proposed 
power lines 

would  
appear. 

continued on Page 12... 
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Another Success Story...  

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are passionate about creating an exceptional real estate experience 
for each client and would  welcome the opportunity to create a success 
story for you!  Put our Somerset expertise and proven results to 
work for you.  Please feel free to visit our exclusive seller information  
website at:  www.SecretsToSellingYourHome.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  Mary and Jeff 

Mary Lee & Jeff Shaffer 
Your Somerset Team & Neighbors! 
(425) 941-4229 or (425) 941-4900 
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 Officers Elected & Dues Invoices Mailed 
 

   Thanks to all who attended our Somerset Community  
Association Annual General Membership Meeting. 
   It was very well attended by approximately 100 of our  
neighbors. We approved our nominees to the SCA Board: Aileen 
Wu, Jeff Mock, and Tom Caterson who will assist us further 
with branding, graphics, signs, etc. And we approved our budget 
for 2014. The state/condition of our SCA is strong, perhaps  
never stronger, but we do face some formidable challenges. Rest 
assured that we are organizing and will be seeking your help (i.e. 
see the front page article on PSE's EE project). We listened to 
two presentations. One was by Forest Ridge on their plans for 
rebuilding a number of their existing buildings on their campus, 
and the other was by Puget Sound Energy 'PSE' of their Energize 
the Eastside project and their desire to erect 125' mono pole  
towers through the existing right-of-way with six wires  
upgrading from 115 KV to 230KV power lines to serve the  
region’s growth.  
   Pursuant to our bylaws, at its February Retreat the SCA Board 
elected its officers for 2014: Steve O'Donnell, President, Aileen 
Wu, VP, Gayle Niendorff, Secretary and Jeff Mock, Treasurer. 
We have a very strong board going forward to maintain the  
association. Aileen, Jeff and Sean are three-year terms. 
   We also nominated and elected to the Board Sean Cox,  
member at large who we'll encourage to serve on the CRC  

Committee and help with our plans regarding the towers and 
power lines. 
   Our thanks to departing Board Members who completed 
their terms: Jeff Sprague who has been our Treasurer the past 
three years, Karen Xu who has been our Secretary for three 
years, and Mary Lee who has been our Membership coordi-
nator. Please join me in thanking them for their significant 
contributions to and for our community. They performed  
beyond the call of duty! Many thanks! 
   Also, thanks to all who have already paid their 2014 dues. 
We are over 70% of our goal in just the first two months 
since our notice was mailed. If you have not yet paid your 
dues please do so now. This saves us time, money and energy 
sending a second dues invoice, which can also be found on 
Page 18 of this SUN). Thank you for your support. We are all 
volunteers and the Board works diligently to keep Somerset 
the high quality neighborhood and community that we all 
enjoy. We've received interest from nearly 50 of our  
neighbors to help the association in a volunteer capacity, 
whether it be to serve on a committee and/or on the Board. If 
you have an interest and would like to know more please 
send me an email or give me a call. All the best to all our 
Somerset neighbors for a Happy Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year! 
 

- Steve O'Donnell, '14 SCA President 
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Somerset PRIDE — Catch It! 
 

   The experiences of friends recently returned from 
Switzerland reminded me of the ubiquitous tidiness 
of the Swiss landscape. Even farmlands are tended 
and trimmed right up to the roadside. Having been 
there several times, I've likened the country to a 
well manicured golf course. Switzerland is notable 
for the PRIDE it's people take in their country, and 
they're anxious to keep it that way. Nowhere is 
there untidiness to be found, not even in high 
mountain villages. Even the cows are beautifully 
groomed to add grace to the hills they occupy.  
Undoubtedly Swiss PRIDE, whether demonstrated 
in landscape, homes, or product quality is a  
function of a culture to which all subscribe. Only in 
Scandinavia and Japan does such homogeneity of 
values exist, and always is evident  in its delightful 
effects. 
   Such uniformity of values and pride is less  
attainable in the USA. Accordingly we experience 
roadside litter, rusting cars in rural yards, and 
moldering tubs, toilets, appliances and mobile 
homes expressing owner idiosyncrasies. It is our 
parks, and in those neighborhoods where people 
join in PRIDE to collectively maintain and develop 
their properties that we can experience visual  
delight. Those neighborhoods in which community 
PRIDE is evident are judged desirable and develop 
premium value. 
   This brings me to our marvelous hill. The very 
hill which affords many magnificent views,  
challenges us to maintain our property all the way 
to the property lines. It is the "sidewalk appeal" 
which largely defines the quality of a  
neighborhood. It isn't the view from the kitchen, or 
any other room. It is, as seen from the street, by 
those visiting or shopping for housing. This is the 
view which defines us.  
   Here lies our deficiencies and challenges. We 
have hillside growth in places covering our curbs 
and encroaching on sidewalks; each a violation of 
Bellevue codes. For example on Somerset Blvd., 
uphill of SE 44th such overgrowth extends almost 
unbroken for six lots. A similar condition is evident 
on Somerset Dr.  opposite SE 52nd street, right 
next to the beautiful hillside restoration carried out 
by the Halameks.  
   With Spring around the corner, signaled by 
emerging daffodils, lets assert our PRIDE in  
making our hill look like the place to which to  
aspire living. Lets be good neighbors and serve 
each other by burnishing the brand, "Somerset".  
   
 

 - Bob Swegle, PRIDE Committee Chair 

Real Estate Market Update 
 

   2013 home sales in Somerset were up significantly over 
2012 - 62 homes sold through the MLS (versus 53 in 
2012).  Low inventory and low interest rates are creating a 
great selling environment for Somerset home sellers!  
 
The following is a recap of the 
market so far this year: 
 
Number of Active Listings: 3 
Number of Pending Listings:  4 
 
Number of Closed Homes YTD:  1 
Average list price active: $926,667 
Average list price pending: $1,226,725 
 
Prices range from $650,000 to $1,650,000 

 
For more information on available Somerset homes and 

recent sales, go to: www.somersetsun.com 
 

 - Mary Lee, Somerset Resident  
& Neighborhood Specialist since 2002  

(425) 941-4229 or marylee@windermere.com 

Sign Regulations 
 

   The property on either side of the Somerset main entrance and 
by the back wall is private property owned by the SCA. Placing 
signs there needs our permission, which we have yet to allow. I 
know the political signs are allowed by exception on city rights 
of way according to the city sign code, but surely there must be 
a legitimate way to control the proliferation and the amount of 
time those are allowed up.  
   Those signs are not ‘free speech’ in my opinion unless they 
are actually being held up by a citizen; otherwise they ought to 
be considered advertising and restricted to a proper time limit.  
   Signs like this make the city look trashed and are an epidemic 
eyesore in contrast to the image Bellevue wants to project. Too 
bad for the city and bad for our citizens. There ought to be a 
better way. But I digress.  
   The unfortunate consequence of the number of political signs 
and unlimited time they are allowed to stand leaves other non-
profit organizations with the idea they can leave their signs up 
without limitation too. Actually, those signs are only allowed up 
for 14 days or the day of the event, whichever is less. And other 
signs for commercial purposes (called ‘gorilla’ advertising) 
need permits to be displayed. Somerset covenants typically 
state, “no signs of any kind are allowed.” 
 
 

- Gary Albert, SCA Signage Chair 



 

 

Somerset SUN                                                        NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS_______________________________________5 

 Newport Way Sidewalk  
and Bike Lane Update 

    
   We learned at a recent Bellevue City Workshop “Life of a 
Transportation CIP Project” that Capital Investment Projects 
(CIP) need to successfully make it through four steps before the 
actual implementation. The proposal for the Newport Way  
sidewalks from the entrance to Somerset to 150th Ave SE has 
made it to Step 3 (the Transportation Facilities Plan--TFP) 
which is a City Council adopted 12-year plan including projects 
prioritized from the City’s long range sub-area plans. From this 
phase, projects will be proposed for potential inclusion in Step 4 
(Capital Investment Program--CIP).  The CIP is a funded  
seven-year plan adopted by Bellevue City Council every other 
year in December, including 2014. We not only want to make it 
to Step 4 (CIP) but we want to have a high priority so that  
project implementation occurs early in the seven-year plan. 
   Based on what we learned from Bellevue City staff, who  
organized the excellent workshop, and from the two  
Transportation Commission members who attended, we need to 
be organized in how we communicate the importance of the 
Newport Sidewalk/Bike lane project.  We need to show support 
for the project from now until December by: 

Attending Transportation Commission Meetings 
Attending City Council Meetings and Public Hearings 
E-mailing the City Council council@bellevuewa.gov giving 

your personal reasons for why you want sidewalks/
bike lanes on Newport Way 

   You are invited to be part of an informal group to brainstorm 
and coordinate our communication efforts. If you want to  
participate in any way — brainstorm or attend a meeting 
or get updates, please feel free to contact us at  
newportwaysidewalk@gmail.com. 
   Some ideas so far are to ask different community groups as 
well as individuals to attend a City Council meeting or  
Transportation Commission meeting. Attending a City Council 
meeting would mean being there from 8 pm until about 8:20 
pm. One wouldn’t need to speak but just show support. Having 
different groups and individuals attend would be great. Why 
not think about attending at least one meeting with some of 
your neighbors, with your Girl Scout or Boy Scout troop, with 
your Emergency Preparedness group, etc.  
   To get more information on meeting dates and other activities 
or to contribute ideas, email newportwaysidewalk@gmail.com 
so we can communicate with you. 
 
 
 

- Kristi Weir, Somerset resident and member of  
Newport Way Library Association,  

Jan Medley, Somerset resident, and 
Barbara Spindel, President of the Newport Way  

Library Association 
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In the Neighborhood 
   Signature Landscape has completed repair for the damage to 
the Somerset entrance caused by an automobile accident last 
fall. A number of mound shaped Hebe plants were split or 
crushed in the accident and could not be matched with similar 
sized replacements. Damaged Hebe were removed and the 
healthy mounds rearranged. Orange sedge and Mt. Vernon Lau-
rel were  planted to add color contrast and height transition be-
tween the Hebe mounds and the strawberry ground cover bor-
dering Newport Way. 
 
Spring Clean-Up 
   Days are growing longer, bulbs and shrubs are beginning to 
perk up and the warmth of spring calls gardeners out to pick up 
fallen branches and clean out leaves and debris from lawns and 
beds. A tidy garden gives the neighborhood a well-kept appear-
ance and paves the way for a healthy summer landscape. It is a 
good time to remove dead or diseased plants, remove weeds 
while still small, then finish with application of good mulch.  
Mulch inhibits weed growth, helps to retain moisture and im-
proves the soil. Enjoy your garden, offer to share cuttings and 
ideas with neighbors and appreciate the space you have created. 
 
Noxious Weeds 
   A visit to the board meeting of the King County Noxious 
Weed Control Board included a discussion of English Ivy, one 

of many aggressive invaders that might move into neighboring 
green belts and natural areas. Some common vines and shrubs 
can be invasive pests 
that choke and crowd 
out native growth and 
wind up tree trunks. In 
the Pacific Northwest, 
English Ivy is consid-
ered an invasive spe-
cies. In Washington 
State,  English Ivy is 
on the noxious weed 
list. Originally import-
ed as an ornamental 
groundcover, English Ivy has escaped from our gardens and 
now threatens the ecology of forests, parks and green spaces. 
   Care should be taken in removing the undesirable plant 
growth since it often grows back from underground nodules, 
roots or stems. Removal should begin at the outer edges of the 
infested area and slowly progress inward digging out roots and 
plant parts. Discard all plant debris in the yard waste bin. A 
large area may take several years of effort. Replant with more 
desirable species or drought tolerant native varieties. Photos 
and ID information are online at www.kingcounty.gov/weeds.   
 

- Judy Atherton, Landscape Chair 

Time to Prepare Gardens and Yards for New Growth and Remove English Ivy 

 

Stephanie Kristen 
It’s not just knowledge; it’s know-how. 

SheKnowsRealEstate.com 
Windermere Real Estate/East ~ 206-200-0222 

StephanieK@Windermere.com 

 

Seattle Magazine 5 Star Agent ~ “Best in Client Satisfaction” 

Are you thinking of moving??  Now may be the perfect time. 
 
 The median price of homes SOLD in Somerset in 2013 was $767,500, up 12% over 2012. 
 Interest rates for 30 year fixed mortgages are still under 4.5%.  Most experts expect to 

see rates rise about a half a percent by years end. 
 The number of homes for sale in Somerset is currently very low. There is less than 1 

month’s inventory, making this a very strong seller’s market. 
 
The prediction for 2014?  Industry experts seem to agree that the area's healthy economy 
and population growth should keep the real estate market strong and is forecasted for 
home prices to rise around 5% this year.  If you have any questions or just want to talk 
about real estate, give me a call. I’d love to help. 
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within the website is information regarding neighborhood  
conflicts - www.bellevuewa.gov/neighborhood_conflict.htm, 
including a popular article by Michele Stanelun and Andrew  
Kidde, “Car Parts, Weeds and Tarps; What to do About  
Neighborhood Eyesores”. In most cases the Somerset Communi-
ty Covenants mirror the City of Bellevue codes. However, the 
Somerset covenants are more stringent in some areas. Most  
notable is view protection. Somerset has view protection  
covenants that the City of Bellevue does not. Community  
members and residents must abide by the stricter rule yet still 
maintain compliance to the City of Bellevue Code.  
   The City of Bellevue website (www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/
reportproblem.htm) provides a point of contact for Bellevue City 
Code questions if you are wondering whether you or your  
neighbor may be in violation of a city code and what you may 
need to do to bring the issue back into compliance. The City of 
Bellevue website has a wealth of information on numerous  
topics. Please use the contact phone numbers and e-mail address-
es to help locate information or with help navigating the website.  
   Once again, the Somerset Division Covenants and Division 
Map can be found at www.somerset98006.org under the CRC 
button. You do not need to be a member of the website to have 
access to this content, although additional information is availa-
ble to website members. We had a recent outage of our website 
but it has been restored thanks to Samir Rustagi one of our long 
time Somerset Board members. Thank you, Samir. 
 

- Tom Campbell, CRC Chairman  

   This quarters article provides additional information to a  
previous article published in 2012 regarding Somerset divisions 
not under the jurisdiction of the Somerset Covenant Review 
Committee. I have recently received inquiries from neighbors 
residing in these divisions concerning covenant disputes. This 
article is intended to provide additional resources to help resolve 
disputes and allow all neighbors to work together and make  
Somerset a great place to live! 
   Although the CRC oversees many divisions in the Somerset 
area, there are a few areas of the Somerset Community  
Association that are not part of the CRC. Of the 22 Divisions that 
make up the Somerset Community Association 7 Divisions plus a 
part of another Division do not fall within the CRC review  
jurisdiction. These Divisions are: Somerset North Slope 
(Designated SN on the Somerset Divisions Map), #16, Somerset 
Ridge (SR), Horizon Heights (HH), Somerset East 1, 2, 3 (SE-1, 
SE-2, SE-3) and part of Somerset Woods (SW). These areas did 
not adopt the oversight of the Covenant Review Committee for 
their neighborhoods. These areas are a valued part of the  
Somerset Community and have their own particular covenants 
but are not part of the CRC jurisdiction.  
   The CRC hears from these community members from time to 
time but cannot provide formal rulings for issues in these areas. 
However, the City of Bellevue provides free mediation services 
(www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/mediation.htm) that may help resolve 
issues between neighbors prior to taking legal action to enforce 
covenants. This website provides information on mediation and 
gives direct points of contact for additional services. Contained 

Dispute Resolution for Neighborhoods Not Under CRC Jurisdiction 

 

Mary Lee & 
Jeff Shaffer 

 
(425) 941-4229 or (425) 941-4900 

 
Your Somerset Team & Neighbors! 

 

www.Somersetsun.com 
  

We have sold over 150 homes  
in Somerset!  Call us for expert 
knowledge about the market, award
-winning service, and our  
exclusive marketing plan that  
gets results!   
 

                    Mary & Jeff 

 

  About Those Letters Stating ’I Have A Buyer’... 

As Somerset homeowners, it seems we are getting several letters a month from other agents 
stating that they have a buyer for our house (and you are likely getting the same letters).  
These letters could be a strategy by the agent to get a listing, or they may, in fact, have a 
possible buyer for your home.   
 
Here’s what our 27 years in the real estate business has taught us—you don’t really know 
what the market is willing to pay for your home unless you are on the market.  With low 
inventory and a good number of buyers wanting to purchase in Somerset, many agents are 
trying to get to a seller before they come on the market, in the hopes of keeping their buyer 
out of a possible multiple-offer scenario (good for the buyer, but not so good for the seller).  
These agents will charge their normal fee, AND the seller has no representation, no potential 
for other buyers, or the higher price that could be generated by a multiple-offer scenario 
(potentially costing the seller thousands of dollars in lost profit).   
 
We are passionate about creating exceptional results for our clients and feel it is always in 
the seller’s best interest to come on the market and do an offer-review period of 5-7 days 
when possible, which allows the maximum number of buyers the opportunity to view the house 
and submit an offer, if interested.  This process allows the seller to have their choice of 
buyers, price and terms, and creates a positive outcome and a smooth selling experience.   
 
To learn more about our exclusive Ultimate Home Selling Success System™, please visit  
our seller information website at:  
 

                           www.SecretsToSellingYourHome.com 
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Sandwich Moms and Dads Caught in the Middle 
By Anna Cummins and Dr. Bob Cummis  
of Cummins Chiropractic and Wellness 
 
   There’s a new class of people that is vital to the way families 
function. This new class has been affectionately termed “The 
Sandwich Moms and Dads”. They are sandwiched between  
raising their own children and taking care of their parents at the 
same time. 

   With extended life spans  
becoming the norm, and many 
elderly not adequately prepared 
for their extended lives, the  
burden of taking care of older 
and younger generations is left to 
the person that is often caught in 
the middle: The Sandwich Mom 
or Dad. 
   The fastest growing segment 
of our population, according to 

the US Census Bureau, is the Centenarian (100 year olds). Often, 
it is the daughters and sons of our nation’s elderly who are called 
to the task of helping care for this greatest of generations. 
   On the other side of the responsibility coin are Sandwich Moms 
and Dads children. Fifty percent of the children born after 2000 
are predicted to live 100 years while the other 50% are predicted 
to live shorter lives than their parents. Which side of this 50% that 
the children end up on, and the quality of life that they live, will 
be determined in large part by the way the Sandwich Mom and 
Dad care for their kids and the health values taught to the family. 
   So, who is going to take care of Sandwich Mom? Who is  
looking out for Sandwich Dad? These amazing servants to  
others are caring for multiple generations, yet they must also take 
care of themselves. If the caretakers are hurting themselves, that 
leaves all members of the family in a very tough situation. How 
can the meat of our sandwich make sure they are well?   
   Healthy lifestyle choices such as a positive attitude, healthy  
eating and exercise must become a top priority. Our Sandwich 
Moms and Dads must also take care of their structure and the 
body’s main coordinating system, the nerve system, to be sure it is 
working well and unobstructed by spinal distortions which can 

negatively affect nerve function, increase stress and cause all 
types of health problems.  
   We all know of some elderly friends with a rounded  
upper back, limited neck mobility, and low back problems that 
really affect how long they can walk, how they drive a car, 
and if they can keep moving.  We also know of people who 
are limited by frequent headaches, knee pain, and back pain. 
Not to mention, the kids we know whose posture is hunched 
from computer use and sitting most of the day. A chiropractic 
checkup will evaluate the nerve system for interference caused 
by spinal distortions (known as “vertebral subluxations”) and 
is vital to all health care.  
   Gentle chiropractic corrections called “adjustments” can 
assure that the nerve system is healthy to coordinate all  
systems of the body. When all systems of the body are  
receiving proper nerve supply, optimal health can be achieved 
and the whole family can be better prepared to cope with the 
challenges that come their way.   
   Taking care of others is a tremendous responsibility. If you 
are caught in the middle, please take heart and  
remember to take care of yourself as well and ask for help if 
you are struggling. We’re happy to be a resource to our  
community in this way. You don’t have to be caught in the 
middle, thrive in the middle and bring both your parents and 
your children to gold medal health by practicing healthy habits 
every day: eating well, thinking well, and moving well.   
   For more information or to answer any questions you may 
have, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  We’re here to help 
and our goal is to bring our community to gold medal health!   
 

425-590-9158 
info@cumminschiropractic.com 
www.CumminsChiropractic.com  

 

 

-Anna Cummins is a 2008 Olympic Gold and Silver  
medalist in women’s rowing. She is a Somerset native, and 

she and her husband Dr. Bob Cummins own and operate  
Cummins Chiropractic & Wellness. Cummins Chiropractic 

& Wellness is a 100 Year Lifestyle Affiliate Office.  

Anna Cummins Dr. Bob Cummins 

Welcome to Somerset! 
 

Dear New Somerset Families, 
   Welcome to our wonderful neighborhood of  
Somerset. "The best neighborhood with top rated 
schools in the Puget Sound Region." 
   After moving in please call or e-mail me so you 
may receive a welcoming package that I will  
deliver to your home. 
   It contains valuable information regarding the 
neighborhood and a very nice color map of  
Somerset. I am excited to meet you and your family.  
 

- Lynn Eng-Lei, Welcoming Committee  
206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com 

Join us on Facebook!  

facebook.com/groups/

somerset98006/ 
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     First and foremost, I would like to thank everyone in the 
Somerset Community Association who voted in support of the 
Bellevue school levies and bond measures in the February 11th 
election. The result of the election (which was certified Feb. 
25) amplifies the collective belief that the best investment our 
community can make is the investment in our children’s  
education. The winners of this special election are the Bellevue 
School District students! 
   Second, I would like to thank SCA leaders for their effort to 
keep Somerset green, safe, and a great place to raise a family. 
Our beautiful neighborhood combined with our strong schools 
makes Somerset a very desirable community in which to live. 
My family and I moved to Somerset in the summer of 2008 
after much thoughtful search for an innovative public school 
system and a community with education as a top priority. Over 
the course of the last five years, we have very much appreciated 
the dedication of Bellevue educators, the generosity of  
Somerset parents and community volunteers, and the friends we 
have been fortunate to meet. In my current role as a member of 
the school district board of directors, I welcome your input and 
ideas about how to move our schools forward. I am humbled to 
be the connection between our community and our school  
district.  
   The Bellevue School District’s mission is to provide all  
students with an exemplary college preparatory education so 
they can succeed in college, career and life. To fulfill this  

commitment, the Bellevue School District (BSD) rolled out three 
Instructional Initiatives at the beginning of this academic year: 

1. Prepare students for academic success in 
the core content areas through achieving  
proficiency in literacy and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math) as  
measured by state assessment. 
2. 2. Prepare students for college and career  
success by meeting college academic  
distribution requirements (CADR) and earning 
at least 20 college credits and/or professional 
certification. 
3. Prepare students for a positive and productive 
life through the development of interpersonal 

skills and a commitment to the community. 
   Currently, an “action team” is working to develop project plans 
and benchmarks for all three instructional initiatives. To view the 
individual school improvement plan in BSD, please visit: 
www.bsd405.org/about-us/accountability/school-improvement-
plans.aspx 
   Once again, your input is invaluable to our school district. You 
can reach the school board via email: board@bsd405.org; BSD 
superintendent Dr. Tim Mills via email: Millst@bsd405.org; or 
me directly via email: Thaim@bsd405.org. 
 

- My-Linh Thai, School Board Member, Bellevue School District 

Somerset and Bellevue School District Offer Opportunities for Student Success 

My-Linh Thai 



Somerset SUN   ___        __NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS___                                                                    12 

 Somerset Opposes Proposed Power Lines… Continued 

Route Selection 
   The main question being discussed in these meetings is which 
route the new lines will take.  PSE shows many possible routes on 
their web site: www.energizeeastside.com/routing. 
   The segments labeled H, I, J, and K2 on PSE’s map are of  
particular interest to our neighborhood: 

Segment H runs along the railroad easement near Lake  
Washington, and would have low impact on residential 
property or views. 

Segment I runs along Factoria Boulevard.  There are already 
smaller power poles in this area, but the new line would 
impact the views of homes on the lower parts of our hill, 
especially if segment K2 is used. 

Segment J runs through the middle of Somerset, and would 
have major impacts on views and property values. 

 

   At the second adviso-
ry meeting held on 
February 12, PSE gave 
a detailed presentation 
on the computer-based 
tools they used to come 
up with these particular 
segments.  The  
presence of existing 
power lines was one of 
the criteria that made J 
an attractive choice for 
PSE.  Unfortunately, 
the selection criteria 
did not include impact 
on view corridors or 
property values, which 
seemed like an  
unbelievable omission 
to most of the people 
attending the meeting.  
 

Here are some of our 
other concerns: 

 The poles to carry 
the new wires will be 
more than 2 to 3 times the height of the current poles.  The greater 
height (95 to 125 feet) is necessary to keep the high voltage wires 
safely above people and trees below. They will be much more 
prominent than our current 40-foot poles. 

 One line of large steel poles will replace the two sets of  
thinner, shorter poles that carry the lines today.  In the proposed 
new arrangement, at least 7 wires will be stacked vertically rather 
than horizontally, with a much greater impact on the views of  

Photo #1 
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 M.  That would require a connection through the undesirable 
K2 segment. 

4.    PSE chooses J underground.  This is our ideal outcome, 
future-proofing Somerset against future pole upgrades, but PSE 
seems predisposed against it, since it would cost more.  
   There are reasons to question whether we should accept any of 
PSE’s pre-selected options.  There are other choices that PSE 
eliminated from consideration before the public could comment, 
like working with Seattle City Light to upgrade existing high-
power lines along I-405.We would like to see greater efforts ex-
pended on these options. 

Call to Action 
   The level of participation by Somerset homeowners in the 
review process could well determine which outcome we 
get. Other neighborhoods have also been organizing and  
planning to campaign against segments that affect them. To 
avoid becoming the default choice, it is critical for Somerset 
homeowners to give PSE feedback via their website 
(www.energizeeastside.com/comment). It is important to 
clearly state that you oppose the I, J, and K2 segments  
running above ground through our densely-populated residen-
tial neighborhood.   
   It is also very helpful to have Somerset residents at PSE’s  
advisory meetings. There are opportunities for you to speak at 
these meetings, but even if you don’t, your mere presence helps to 
show that PSE can’t take the route through our neighborhood for 
granted. 
   The next meeting is a workgroup meeting which is specifically 
focused on the segments in Bellevue, and gives residents more 
freedom to express their opinions: 

 
   The schedule for subsequent meetings can be seen on PSE’s 
project website: www.energizeeastside.com/calendar. 
   If you’re interested in helping to organize our response to PSE, 
please contact Somerset Community Association President, Steve 
O’Donnell at sdofour@aol.com. 

Seattle and the mountains from our neighborhood. 

 If installed, these poles will reduce desirability and property 
values in our neighborhood for decades.  Dozens of homes that 
have no view of the poles or power lines today will find their 
views interrupted by the new lines.  The presence of such a  
prominent, industrial-looking feature cutting across the neighbor-
hood will change the residential character of the entire area. 

 Experience shows that additional wires can be installed  
without feedback from the community.  A few years ago, a new 
fiber-optic cable was added to the current poles with virtually no 
notice to homeowners who suddenly found a prominent new wire 
interrupting their view. 

Possible health effects are associated with power lines as 
voltage increases.  At least 50 homes and parts of Tyee  
Middle School lie within 50 yards of the J segment, and  
epidemiological studies have not conclusively shown that it is 
safe for children to be within that range of 230-kilovolt power 
lines located above ground. 

   The power lines continue to impose significant restrictions on 
current and future development plans for the Somerset Rec 
Club.  For example, PSE could cite safety concerns and veto any 
plan that proposed covering one or more of the new tennis courts. 

Visual Impact 
   To get some idea of how this might look, one of our residents 
did some photo editing, placing 100-foot poles in proper scale 
next to the existing poles.  These images show only 6 wires, while 
there will be at least 7 from the start, and possibly more over time. 
   Photo 1 is a panorama taken from near the Rec Club.  Photo 2 
was taken on Somerset Drive looking up the hill towards the  
power lines. Here you can see the contrast between the existing 
poles and the proposed new poles. Photo 3 ( see on front page of 
this SUN) is from inside a home near the Rec Club. The last photo 
shows the impact the K2 line would have on lower Somerset. 

Possible Outcomes 
   If we accept PSE’s options, there are several possible outcomes, 
depending on the feedback PSE (and the city council) receives: 

1. PSE chooses segment J.  The current poles would be re-
moved, and the new steel poles would take their place.  (If any 
segment other than J is chosen, our current poles would remain as 
they are now, possibly a concern when future expansions occur.) 

2. PSE chooses segments I and K2.  This would impact the 
views of homes in lower Somerset.  It would also seal the fate of 
Factoria as a rather homely area of commerce/industry. 

3. PSE chooses segment H.  While this might seem like the 
ideal outcome for Somerset, neighborhoods along the L segment 
are vigorously opposing that segment and lobbying for segment 

Central Sub-Area Committee Workshop #1 

3/12/2014  6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Sheraton Bellevue Hotel 

100 112th Ave. NE 

Bellevue, WA 98004 

Photo #2 

http://www.energizeeastside.com/comment
http://www.energizeeastside.com/calendar
mailto:sdofour@aol.com
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   The year 2014 is off to a fast start and the City Council is 
busy as ever working to ensure that Bellevue continues to  
deliver great services to our residents. Every two years the City 
Council creates a biennial operating budget and a seven-year 
capital budget. The City’s combined budget is in the neighbor-
hood of $1.3 billion. It is the Council’s largest policy document 
and sets the standards for how we provide city services and 
what projects are funded. The budgeting process takes the full 
year and there are many opportunities for you to share your  
priorities with the Council. This article will provide an over-
view of the process and where to look for addition information. 
   Many of residents may not know that the current budget  
document is on the City’s website at www.bellevuewa.gov/
budgets.htm. The City is currently in the process of updating all 

of the website information for the 2015-2016 
Budget and the 2015-2021 CIP development 
process. To keep up to date with what is  
happening on the budget, residents can click 
on “Receive notification when this page is 
updated” and then they will know when we 
have updated the information. 
   The City uses a “priorities of  
government” process known as “Budget 
One.”  The Budget One process identifies 
the community’s broad Outcomes (results 

that matter most to the community), prioritizes services to 
achieve those Outcomes, and funds services within available 
revenue. The Council has approved the seven Outcomes that 
will frame the budget process: 

 Safe Community – focusing on maintaining a safe place to 
live, work and play. 

 Improved Mobility – focusing on existing and future infra-
structure, traffic flow, built environment and travel options. 

 Healthy and Sustainable Environment – focusing on  
preserving natural open spaces and providing a healthy  
environment, which supports healthy living for current and 
future generations. Innovative, Vibrant, and Caring  
Community – promoting community engagement and  
fostering diversity and creativity in City-provided services. 

 Quality Neighborhoods – creating a “sense of communi-
ty” by maintaining neighborhoods that support families and 
providing convenient access to day-to-day activities. 

 Economic Growth and Competiveness – focused on  
planning for growth that will add value to the quality of the 
City and create a competitive business environment that 
supports entrepreneurs and creates jobs. 

 Responsive Government – fostering stewardship of  
financial and property interests, reflecting sound business 
practices, and ensuring deployment of programs that are 
necessary to deliver the highest priority services.   

   Opportunities for citizen engagement.  The City Council 
wants to hear from our residents and businesses on the budget.  
There are several tools for providing this input and I encourage 
each of you to share your views with the Council (including the 
importance of the Newport Way sidewalk project!): 

 Budget Survey – this is a random, statistically valid,  
survey; some may have already been contacted; results 
should be available soon. 

 Performance Survey (annual). 

Bellevue Begins Budget Process, Encourages Public Input 

Jennifer Robertson 

 Public hearings held by the City Council (tentatively 
scheduled for May 19, July 24, and November 19). 

 Oral communications at Council meetings on non-public 
hearing nights. 

 Written stakeholder communications to Council 
(council@bellevuewa.gov)  

 Boards & Commissions provide input and recommenda-
tions to the Council on the budget and there are  
opportunities for input to these bodies: 

 Transportation Commission makes funding  
recommendation for roads, bike lane, transit and sidewalk 
projects;  

 Environmental Services Commission makes  
recommendations on utilities project funding and rates;  

 Human Services Commission makes recommenda-
tions on grant funding for human services needs;  

 Art Commission makes recommendations on  
funding for the arts; and  

 Parks Board makes recommendations on funding 
for park projects. 

 Presentations to neighborhood groups, business  
associations, and others upon request. 

 Information provided to individuals upon request. 
   The budget process only happens once every two years, so 
please make sure your input is heard. As always, if you wish to 
discuss any city issues, please feel free to contact me at 
j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov or 425-516-5877. 
 

- Jennifer is a municipal attorney and a member of the 
Bellevue City Council. She lives with her husband and 
three children in Somerset. She is active in the public 
schools, serves as a Girl Scout Leader and enjoys 
spending her summers at the Somerset Rec Club  
cheering for the Somerset Stingrays swim team.   

Make a Difference! Join Your Association! 
    
   A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who has so promptly sent in 
their membership dues! As you know, the Somerset Community 
Association relies almost entirely  on dues from members to fund 
the many benefits we want and expect: 
* Annual membership directory of all your  Somer set neighbors, 
including name, address and phone number 
* Access to the community web site, keeping you informed at 
www.somerset98006.org 
* All issues of the Somerset SUN, our quarterly newsletter, packed 
with useful information 
* Landscaping of our common areas, keeping them beautiful 
and attractive 
   Your dues also support our outstanding emergency preparedness 
and safety program, the welcoming of new neighbors, educating and 
advocating on your behalf with local officials and organizations, and 
social events and activities, including our annual 4th of July bash. 

Join your neighbors in keeping Somerset the great  
community it is by keeping your association strong. 

FIND A 2014 DUES INVOICE ON PAGE 18. 
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Do We Have an “Affordable Housing” Problem in Bellevue?  
How to Tackle It? Let’s Talk! 

   The City of Bellevue has grown and changed. For those 
of us who have lived here since the 60’s, this is mind-
boggling and can be unsettling. Changes are hard to  
accept, and this kind of fundamental change in Bellevue 
is certainly and justifiably disturbing to some of us. I’d 
like to start a conversation on this topic because I foresee 
some concerns and arising and a need for discussion by 
the City.  
   There are many positives, such as great schools,  
growing prosperity, and a healthy economy with people 
spending money and keeping shopping malls and  
restaurants busy. There are also negatives, such as more 

traffic congestion and more demand 
on services. These changes have been 
caused by newcomers and immigrants 
from all over the world who have 
come here for jobs, good schools and a 
great, welcoming, and friendly  
environment to live, work and raise 
families. Most of these newcomers are 
from Asia. Bellevue’s population is 
now over 130,000, 40% ethnic  
minority, and the most  noticeable are 
the 30% Asians.  

   Most of the changes have been positive. The new  
population are largely well educated, professionals and 
share the same values, hopes and aspirations as all of us 
for a safe and prosperous community. Our families want 
to live in safe places, we want our children go to good 
schools, and we want to enjoy a great environment. The 
City is also doing a good job coping with these changes; 
and the residents are generally satisfied and happy. Over 
90% of people surveyed by the City each year believe 
they are getting their money’s worth. However, the  
potential clouds are some of the perceived negatives - the 
rising prices of homes, the rampant development of  
rentals (legal or illegal), the disconnection between  
newcomers and old-timers, and proportional and fair  
usage and contribution of resources in areas of needed 
services.  
   These areas of concern are magnified by the traditional 
lack of knowledge and communication and social  
contacts between newcomers and old-timers. There is a 
natural suspicion and distrust inherent between new and 
old - therefore the label of “alien” on newcomers of any 
sort. We must be careful not to let the positives become 
overshadowed by the negatives. Therefore, I think it is 
important to discuss them and do something about them. 
   Housing or lack of so-called “affordable housing” is 
one issue that may be perceived to be negative and  
attributed to the influx of newcomers. This deserves 
some discussion. 
   This housing situation is worsened by the purchase and 
conversion of homes in the residential neighborhoods to 
rentals for students and others as a business operation. 
This could be either done legally or illegally. Both would 
cause undesirable impacts to people living in the  
neighborhoods by changing the characteristics of those 
neighborhood. Many of the people involved are believed 
to be motivated by commercial and business interest. 

Conrad Lee 

With the population needing more affordable housing for students, 
there is a market for rentals. Consequently some people are finding 
opportunities to profit from this situation.  
   Recently, Bellevue’s Spiritwood neighborhood, located near 
Bellevue College, has found its single-family character threatened 
by a number of homes purchased and converted into rentals. This 
has caused the City to examine its “affordable housing” policies. 
Housing has always been in demand in Bellevue because of its de-
sirability. With the current increase in demand, this has become an 
even bigger issue for the City. We who live in Bellevue all value our 
neighborhoods and their character. We want to be sure we maintain 
and preserve them. What makes Bellevue such a desirable place is 
its ability to preserve its neighborhoods even as we grow. 
   Somerset is one of these great neighborhoods and communities. I 
have lived here for 46 years. It is today the same as it was then. We 
have done something right, so let’s keep it that way. It takes work 
and effort because changes are inevitable and we have to work to 
have positive and desirable changes. Our Somerset community 
should and can take an active role in the “affordable housing”  
conversation. Please get involved.          
 
 

- Conrad Lee, City Council Member        
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   In the last two issues of the Somerset Sun, I’ve described 
how Somerset is a unique neighborhood with its large  
housing stock of mid-century homes. There’s a great surge of 
renewed appreciation for this style of house; home-owners 
are remodeling in a very contemporary manner, but keeping 
the mid-century “bones” intact for the inherent architectural 
appeal. This is the third article of four that will discuss  
strategies for remodeling a Mid-Century home in ways that 
respect the original architectural intention, yet refresh the 
home in ways befitting today’s lifestyle, giving your home 
another 50 great years!  
   The first two issues gave some  architectural history behind 
this radically different housing style, and an overview of  
typical architectural features; then offered suggestions for 
appropriate exterior improvements. Last issue offered general 
interior remodel strategies. This issue focuses on kitchens. 
Bathrooms and storage suggestions will follow next issue. 
Our architectural firm remodels many homes of this style, so 
we’ve become very familiar with the issues typically  
encountered, and enjoy breathing new life into these classics! 
   Almost every client comes to us with the same challenge: 
open up the kitchen so it creates a larger family gathering 
space and becomes the real “heart” of the house! A typical 
strategy is to remove a wall or two to open the kitchen up to 
the living/dining area and make it even more of a “great 
room” – often enlarging the kitchen and incorporating an 
island or bar counter. These houses typically are well built so 
removing walls is often very easily accomplished. But  
opening up the kitchen requires some attention to the details. 
One challenge in creating that great room is to also keep 
kitchen mess out of view from the adjacent spaces. A good 
trick to achieve this is to create a screening element. A raised 
bar on the living/dining side of an island works well to hide 
those dirty dishes. Selective cabinetry that’s open on one or 
two sides creates a feeling of some separation from living/
dining, yet at the same time feeling more connected than a 
wall would feel. As there is so much cabinetry in a kitchen, it 
helps if other smaller pieces of the same cabinet style are also 
placed in the living/dining areas, i.e. a dining credenza or 
window seat. This creates an overall feel of continuity in the 
larger overall space. And of course, adding windows in the 
kitchen and wherever else you can enables the now-bigger 
room to feel lighter, airier, and better-connected to the  
outside. Put in doors to a deck – the bigger the better!  

   Look for the raised bar in both these kitchens (below). The beam 
above is where a former wall existed. Big new windows or doors to a 
deck create great light and connection to the outdoors. 

  These two kitchens (below) incorporate cabinetry that is partially open 
to living areas, creating a greater degree of screening, but still allowing 
for a sense of openness and connection. The non-kitchen side of the cab-
inets is designed for display or media functions on the living area side! 

   Always, we strive to simplify the architecture and express the structure 
wherever possible. We suggest keeping the selection of materials &  
finishes to a minimum, as this will enhance the feeling of continuity 
throughout the house. Look for Part 4: Bathrooms and Storage Tips in 
your summer issue of the Somerset Sun! And if you’re interested in an 
architectural consultation for your home remodel, please contact us by 
phone or email. We’d be happy to meet you in your home and help you 
get started! 

 
- Julie Campbell is an architect and partner at CTA Design-Builders 

Inc – a local architect and contracting firm.  Julie has a personal 
interest in Mid-Century architectural history and design, and has 

taught and given lectures on this topic around the region. 
www.ctabuilds.com  

Remodeling Strategies for Mid-Century Homes — Part Three 
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 Dear Editor, 

   I am a member of Concerned Somerset Neighbors (CSN). We are 
a group of Somerset residents that have some concerns about: 
1. The proposed expansion of Forest Ridge School, and 2. The  
proposed rebuild of Somerset Recreation Club facilities by Forest 
Ridge School. While we know that there may be benefits to the 
community brought about by these expansions, there also are  
several issues that we feel need to be addressed.  
   We understand that everything is in the preliminary stages, but 
we know that the tentative plans call for increasing the number of 
tennis courts, increasing the size of the pool, adding a sliding roof 
over the pool, building an underground parking lot, and adding 
conference or meeting room facilities. The purpose of this letter is 
to ask that you consider these concerns as you move forward.  The 
concerns are not in any particular order. 
   Safety – Increasing the size of the facilities will mean additional 
users, many of whom will be children. Yet with the increased  
number of children come a large number of additional vehicles. 
The road in front of the Club and school is already very narrow.  
Additional moving and parked cars will mean a greater chance for 
accidents. As we understand it, the plan calls for meeting facilities 
able to accommodate up to 150 people for conferences, wedding 
receptions, etc. That will likely mean at least 75 additional vehicles 
in and around the area if you have a full house event.   
   Traffic Congestion – During peak traffic times, it is already  
congested in and around Somerset. Getting off Somerset on a 
weekday morning has been especially problematic.  Increasing the 
size of the facilities will further increase the amount of vehicle  
traffic in and around Somerset. A lot of the additional traffic would 
occur around the morning and afternoon drive times because school 
will start and end around those times.  If there is no sufficient off 
street parking, that will mean additional parked cars on the street 
which will further clog traffic and contribute to the safety problem 
described above. 
   Olympic Pipeline – To the best of our knowledge, the Club  
facility backs up to the Olympic Pipeline. If you dig underground 
for any reason such as a new underground parking lot and larger 
pool, you risk involving the pipeline. 
   Noise Nuisance – Right now, with just 2 tennis courts,  
conversations and the noise from tennis matches can be heard 
around the neighborhood.  The tentative plan is to increase the 
number of courts to 4 or 5.  The additional courts mean additional 
noise which will severely impact the neighboring owners.   
Enhancing the pool facilities with lights and a roof and adding  
conference room facilities will likely mean more noisy occasions 
which will extend later into the evening.  It would be well to  
remember that Somerset is a “Residential Community.” The City of 

Bellevue has a “Noise Ordinance” which the Community Pool has 
violated over many years. 
   Light Nuisance - If lights are added to the courts, the glow from 
the lights will affect night time views from neighboring homes.  
The lights themselves will also be a distraction.  Also, the courts 
will be used later into the night so the noise problem will linger for 
a much longer period of time.   
   Unsightly – The plan calls for a sliding roof over the pool.  We 
understand that the sliding roof is to be glass.  While this may be 
esthetically pleasing from inside the pool itself, it would certainly 
be awful for the residents across the street that look out over the 
pool to our million dollar views.  That light emanating from the 
pool at night would be a great distraction and most certainly ruin 
our peaceful evening city light view.  This will need to be  
addressed.  At the very least such a pool roof will be unsightly 
whether it is covering the pool or not.   
   Please feel free to contact me in writing if you have any  
questions.  We would appreciate you keeping us informed as this 
project progresses so that we may have a chance to provide our 
input.  Thank you in advance for considering our concerns. 
 
 

- Mike Evered, Somerset Neighbor 
4502 Somerset Blvd. SE 

Bellevue, WA 98006 
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Make a Difference and Join Your Association!  

     2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES INVOICE 

 

Please complete your information and send back with payment. 
Somerset Community Association (SCA), 12819 SE 38th St. #191 

The SCA protects your privacy and does NOT provide member data to other groups. 

  
 ID# ________________________________________________ 
 Name ______________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________ 
City State Zip ________________________________________ 
  
Phone #: ____________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________ 

  

Please check all that apply: 

o Owner 

o Renter 

o I want to volunteer with the SCA 
 (or contact us at www.somerset98006.org) 

Homeowner’s Dues for 2014  $ 60.00 

I would like to provide additional support with the following donation 
to cover Landscaping, Somerset Pride, and other association projects: 

 $ 

TOTAL (Make check payable to SCA and include your ID #)  $ 
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   You may have heard the buzz around the Somerset Rec Club 
these past few months. In addition to a potential partnership with 
Forest Ridge, they are excited to share the many activities in the 
works for the 2014 summer season.  
New Member Special: $475 for 2014 Season 
   For decades, the Somerset Rec Club has been the place where 
kids swim and neighbors gather for fun in the sun. SRC members 
not only enjoy a variety of planned activities, but also a sense of 
community hanging around the pool deck as members gather to 
socialize and enjoy Somerset’s amazing views.  
   This year, they are pleased to offer a special discounted rate of 
$475 to new members joining during 2014. Current members who 
refer new members will receive a special referral fee of $100 per 
new member referred, with no cap. 
   To take advantage and register early, visit the web site at 
www.somersetrec.org/membership.html.  
   SRC also offers a host of aquatics and tennis programs, including: 
 

Aquatics Activities 
SRC has plenty to offer everyone, including: 
 

Swim Team - Our Division I Somerset Stingrays were B division 
co-champs in 2013, and look to repeat in 2014. The 2012 Mid-
lakes Coach of the Year Erica Johnson returns to coach the Sting-
rays, and is looking forward to another great season. Erica has 
coached Somerset for the past six seasons, and has been involved 
with competitive swimming for the past 20 years, swimming for 
Highline Swim Club, KING Aquatic Club, Kent Swim & Tennis 
Club, Kennedy High School, and Whitman College. She was also 
an assistant coach at Kent Swim & Tennis Club and Issaquah 
Swim team. Somerset swimmers have gone on to compete at the 
highest levels, having helped foster the development of nationally 
ranked swimmers who have competed in college and beyond. 
 

Somerset Sharkies, our  pre-competition swim team. The 
Sharkies program is designed for our youngest swimmers,  
typically 6 and under, who have had some swim lessons and are 
able to swim the width of the pool. Our coaches work with the 
Sharkies on stroke fundamentals, with the goal of each swimmer 
being able to swim the length of the pool. As swimmers develop, 
some may become ready for swim team and could be moved up 
to the Stingrays swim team – all at the coaches’ discretion. 
Though Sharkies is not designed as a substitute for swim lessons, 
it’s a great way to further develop skills in preparation for team 
competition. As the season progresses, we will provide an  
opportunity for our Sharkies swimmers to “compete” in a few  
pre-meet races, which is always fun for everyone! 
 

Stroke and Turn Clinics – led by Coach Kyle Johnson, who has 
more than 20 years’ national-level coaching success. Kyle has 
coached Olympic Trial qualifiers, NCAA Championship qualifi-
ers, USA Senior National finalists, professional triathletes, and 
Ironman qualifiers. He has guided swimmers of all ages to  
experience healthy, reliable, and process–driven success. Kyle 
also serves as a technical consultant for the United States  
Triathlon (USAT) collegiate recruitment program.  
 

Triathlon Clinics – whether you’re competing in your first  
triathlon or a seasoned pro looking to fine-tune your techniques, 
SRC will offer special clinics for triathletes. 
 

Water Polo Clinics – tune up for water polo season through our 
special clinics that focus on techniques, skills, and strategies. 
 

Swim Lessons – private and group lessons are offered once the 
club opens in May and continues throughout the summer. 

 

Synchronized Swimming – a fun aquatics activity in which 
swimmers learn the basics of synchronized swimming. 

 

Tennis Programs 
   Tennis is the ultimate family sport! It is healthy, engaging, and 
provides many opportunities for friendship and physical play. It 
teaches sportsmanship, rewards practice with better play, and  
challenges one's mind and physical abilities. We have great  
opportunities for social play, team play, tournament play and  
lessons at the SRC Tennis courts.  
 

Tennis Team – Third-year coach Chris Lilley played at Newport 
High School and was a member of the 2012 State Championship 
Team. Chris plays at the collegiate level for George Fox Univer-
sity, and was named to the 2012-13 All-NWC Men’s Tennis First 
Team. Somerset competes in the JETL with other teams around 
the Eastside with Match play every Friday.  It is a great place to 
play with your friends and continue to fine tune your skills. 
 

Tennis Lessons - group lessons are available for a variety of  
levels.  Private and semi-private lessons are also available. 
 

Men’s/Women’s Night - Hosted evening of some friendly  
competition.  Great opportunity to play some sets and work on 
your game. 
 

Somerset Cup - Our  Somer set tournament is back and the 
challenge is on. Divisions for Men, Women and Junior. 

 

Social Events 
   Out of the water, just a few planned events this year include:  
 

 Casino Night, SRC’s annual fundraiser 

 Family movie nights 

 Wine and beer tastings 

 And much more! 
 

Forest Ridge Partnership Update 
   SRC is in talks with Forest Ridge School to provide an overhaul 
of the club. Teams from both Forest Ridge and SRC have been  
participating in weekly planning meetings. While details such as 
operating agreement and plans for the clubhouse and pool remain to 
be hammered out, here are a few quick updates to share: 
 

 Design inputs for the proposed new facility were submitted by 
the SRC Board to the architects in December. The architects 
created new drawings which captured most of the SRC inputs. 

 

 The architects are exploring the possibility of incorporating 4 
or possibly 5 tennis courts as part of their concepts. 

 

 Both concepts were presented at the Somerset Community 
Association (SCA) Annual Meeting held in January.  

 

 SRC will continue to provide updates – please visit the SRC 
web site for additional details. 

 

 

   For schedules, registration and additional information, please visit 
the SRC web site at www.somersetrec.org. As details unfold,  their 
website will be updated, so please check back often. 

Excitement Builds for Somerset Rec Club in 2014 
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Listing Sold with 
multiple offers in a 

few days  
4913 134th Pl. SE 

2/18/14 

5611 134th Ave. SE 
Sold to buyers 

2/14/14 

Serving clients since 1998. Somerset neighbor and parent. You 
can count on your neighbor realtor. I guarantee to work hard  

and get you top dollar for your home. Please give me the  
opportunity to help you with your next move. 

I have several pre-approved buyers looking from price range $650K to $1.1M in the neighborhood. If you or 
any of your friends, families, or neighbors that are looking to sell, please call me. I can save you a lot of $. 

Speaks Chinese 

   

Steve O’Donnell President 206 953-6483, sdofour@aol.com 

Aileen Wu Vice President  206 890-1717, akmc2@yahoo.com  

Gayle Niendorff Secretary/CRC 425 747-6786, gniendorff@comcast.net 

Jeff Mock Treasurer 425 747-6581, jkmock@gmail.com  

Bob Swegle Somerset PRIDE 425 747-5436, bsweg@msn.com  

Tom Caterson  Communications 206 355 9552, tcaterso@starbucks.com  

Samir Rustagi Website 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Tom Campbell CRC Chairman 425 641-4958, camptwc@comcast.net 

Judy Atherton Landscaping 425 641-9916, brentath@comcast.net 

Sean Cox Membership 425 505-2644, sean.ozel.cox@gmail.com  

Dave Mickelson Safety and Emergency Preparedness 425 829-8483, DaveMickleson@comcast.net 

Benson Zhang CRC Board 206 992-7655, bensonzhang@yahoo.com 

Gary Albert Signage/Directory 425 641-1937, albert.gary@gmail.com 

Lynn Eng-Lei Welcoming 206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com  

Kenn Gennari Maintenance 425 649-1056, k.gennari@comcast.net 

Kathy Judkins CRC non-Board member 425 641-0494, kathyjud46@comcast.net 

Samir Rustagi CRC non-Board member 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Diane Kehm SUN Editor/Directory non-Board member 360 265-5527 ddumelle@yahoo.com 

2014 SCA Board of Directors and Committee Members 
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Letters to the Editor Welcomed 

    
 

   Do you have a question or comment about the SUN or 
about what’s going on in the Somerset community? Submit 
your thoughts today! 
   Your SCA welcomes Letters to the Editor. Share your  
ideas, questions, and concerns with those around you. 
   Send an email to Diane Kehm, Somerset SUN Editor at  
ddumelle@yahoo.com, and please cc SCA President Steve 
O’Donnell at sdofour@aol.com and SCA Communications 
chair Tom Caterson at tcaterso@starbucks.com.  

Babysitter Listing 
 
     The Somerset community is fortunate to have many 
youth interested in babysitting. Please respect their privacy 
and do not distribute this list beyond the neighborhood. If 
you know of someone who would like to be added to or 
deleted from the list, please contact Sun Editor Diane 
Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com. 

Letter to the Board: 
    

   I have a question about the lights near the Somerset entrance on 
Newport Way. The lights were set up prior to Christmas and I 
thought they were for the holiday season. Now, it's Feb 14 but the 
lights are still on. Can someone tell me why? Are they going to be on 
all year long? Somerset is an excellent area for living. I don't think 
we need the publicity. After all, someone is paying for the electricity. 

 
Reply: 
    

   I got your message and hope the following answers your question 
regarding the lights. 
   In the past we have had a contract service install the holiday season 
lights and take them down for the past 5 years. We purchased the 
lights that were used in the past, outdoor rated LED's, from Lowes. 
However, the failure rate on those were so high we eventually had to 
return (when possible), donate, or trash them because of the time and 
effort required trying to keep them working. The rain seemed to 
cause problems with the electronic circuitry in the plugs and with 
blown fuses. 
   We noticed the trees around Bellevue Square whose lights  
remained on well after the holiday season and kept working with no 
failure strands of lights. So this year we contracted with the same 
company Bell Square used to install our lights. These LED lights 
have proven themselves over the past at Bell Square and will provide 
us with more dependable lighting and operation. Once installed, 
these lights can remain up year round. The new lights are  
commercial quality LED's, they consume little energy and will  
operate for less than the cost of replacing Lowes' type and we save 
the cost, $1,000 annually, to put up or take down. 
   You might have notice that we installed some under tree lighting 
this past summer to lite up the same trees from the bottom side to 
give more character to the entrance. We have seen where a lot of 
homeowners have done this to their landscaping and thought it really 
looked nice. However, once the leaves dropped from the trees we lost 
that impact. So, like the trees at Bell Square, we decided to leave the 
lights on this year until the leaves return to give the entrance the 
more dramatic appearance. 
   If we hear of more concerns from the community members we will 
re-evaluate our leaving the lights on. So far, yours is the first one and 
thanks for letting us know your opinion. People often don't say  
anything so we don't know if we are doing things right or wrong, 
better to know than guess. 
 

- Gary Albert, SCA 
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Travel Feature - Islands in the South Pacific 

By Erica Hale 
Guest Writer, Somerset Resident 
 
 

   The charming mystique of the islands 
Calm clear blue water, Dancing Palm trees 

Scenic beaches& Lush vegetation 
Reminiscing of Paul Gauguin’s adventures 
Sipping a tasty drink in a coconut shell and 

relishing island food 
You may know some of my islands by name 

Moorea “The Island of love” 
Bora Bora “The romantic island” or also 

known as “the pearl of the Pacific” 
Tahiti my largest island 

Deep sea fishing excursion, hiking trails, 
swimming with sharks, playing with  

dolphins, kicking your feet in the sand,  
getting to know the local proud of their  

heritage and happy to share their rich, diverse 
culture and history. 

Get out of the bungalow or hotel room and 
explore me! 

Be open minded 
I can speak English, French and Tahitian 

Did you know? The word tattoo originated 
from me 

I am made up of 1,118 islands and atolls 
(ring shaped reef, including a coral rim that 

encircles a lagoon either partially or  
completely) 

Remember to take a notebook, camera, video 
recorder to capture, write, and record the 

memories 
If you so desire to take back a souvenir 

Create your own story 
Don’t be dissuaded by the occasional  

cyclones and rain I get, it always fails to  
destroy my beauty. 

There is really no bad time to visit me 
My most pleasant time of year is (dry season) 
May-October, a delightful temperature of 82 

degrees 
On the other hand (wet season) November-

October a nighttime temperature of 72  
degrees, I agree pleasant island living 

Reserve your hotel room and air tickets way 
in advance for my busy months of  

July and August 
My words are: teach, inspire, explore, and 

learn 
You're wondering now, who am I? 

I am the Country of French Polynesia! 
The world is your playground and I am just a 

small, intriguing part of it. 
Thank you, my travel lovers, for reading. 

 
- Email Erica at hale473@hotmail.com 

with questions, comments and other 
feedback about her column.  
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