
     We are approaching the first anniversary of PSE’s unveiling of the Energize 
Eastside project, but it’s not a date for celebrating. PSE proposes to run 18 miles of 
high-voltage transmission lines through five Eastside cities. As the SUN goes to press, 
there are four route options still being considered. One of the four runs through  
Somerset for about a mile, following the existing transmission corridor (segment J). 
The other three route options run through Factoria or Woodridge. These options use 
segment K2 which would impact Somerset residents lower on the hill. Some part of 
Somerset will be impacted no matter which route is finally chosen. 
     The “final four” routes were selected from 18 candidates by PSE’s “Community 
Advisory Group” (CAG). The CAG sounds like a good idea, but don’t let PSE’s  
expensive PR strategy fool you. Despite its name, this group does not represent the 
community. Only a quarter of the voting members come from neighborhoods, and the 
CAG is run with a firm hand by a consultant hired by PSE. The CAG was never given 
the opportunity to discuss or evaluate alternative proposals, but only the narrow  
question of where the wires should go. 
     When it became obvious that there were no real opportunities for community  
involvement, a group of residents formed CENSE, the Coalition of Eastside  
Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy. CENSE spent many months investigating  
questions about Energize Eastside’s purpose (does it serve Canadians as much as the 
Eastside?) and motivation (is the date driven by the foreign hedge fund that owns 
PSE?). CENSE also questioned PSE’s use of extremely aggressive growth forecasts to 
justify the project.  These doubts convinced the Bellevue City Council to hire an  
independent expert to verify PSE’s forecasts.   
     If everything goes according to schedule, the independent expert will provide a  
realistic growth forecast by the end of the year. If that forecast finds insufficient need 
in the timeframe predicted by PSE, the project can be deferred or rejected. If the need 
is confirmed, the city can pose additional questions regarding alternatives that PSE 
eliminated before Energize Eastside was announced to the public. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Citizen’s Advisory Group ‘CAG’ 
regarding PSE’s route selec-

tion.  Wear ORANGE! 
December 10, 6-8 pm 

Bellevue Red Lion 
 

SCA Board Meeting 
December 11, 6:30 pm* 

 

SCA Board Meeting  
January 8, 6:30 pm* 

 

Somerset General  
Membership Annual Meeting 

January 22, 6:30 pm 
Forest Ridge School’s  

Ackerly Board Room (south 
side of campus). Free parking. 

 

January/February New Board 
Retreat TBA 

 

SCA Board Meeting  
February 12, 6:30 pm*  

 

*Call for location to attend a 
board meeting as a guest: Steve 
O'Donnell, Pres. (206) 953-6483 

Join Us to Stop Energize Eastside 

Continued on pages 12 & 13 

December 2014 *  Holiday Issue 
“Neighbors Helping Neighbors” 

12819 SE 38th St. #191, Bellevue, WA 98006  ▪  www.somerset98006.org  ▪ Diane Kehm, Editor ddumelle@yahoo.com 
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Your ‘Somerset Team’ - Helping People On The Move!  
      

Mary Lee & Jeff Shaffer  
Your Somerset Team & Neighbors! 

 

(425) 941-4229 or (425) 941-4900 
Windermere Bellevue Commons, Inc. 

www.somersetsun.com 
 

         A Special Thank You… 
 

  It was our privilege to represent the following Somerset owners in the sale of their home in 2014: 
 
       Robert & Rossana Cahail   14008 SE 45th Court 
       Richard & Gayle Choi   5102 142nd Place SE 
      Carson & June Festavan   4728 Somerset Avenue SE 
      Don Iverson & Eve Stern   4620 Somerset Place SE 
      Cynthia Mabus Family   13365 SE 43rd Place 
      Michael & Kitty Mahon   13720 Somerset Blvd. SE 
      Andrew & Gina Nay   4622 144th Place SE 
      Keith & Bonnie Sletten   13701 SE 51st Place 
      Bal & Lalita Uppal    4912 136th Place SE 
      Geoff and Jan Yates   13032 SE 45th Court  
 

Buyer Sales: 
      Ryan & Elizabeth Mullenix  13203 SE 51st Place   
  
  It has also been our privilege to be your Somerset Team and Neighbors for the past 12 years  
  and we look forward to being a helpful resource for you and the people you care about in 2015.   

 
   Experience counts in today’s market— 
 

 ~  27 years of proven real estate success and marketing expertise 
 ~  Mary is the former Vice-President & Director of Education for Windermere 
 ~  Master Certified Negotiation Expert (only 220 agents in the U.S. have this designation) 
 ~  Luxury & View Home Specialists                   ~ Accredited Seller Representatives (ASR) 
 ~  Seniors Real Estate Specialists (SRES)        ~ Accredited Buyer Representatives (ABR) 
 ~  161 home sales in Somerset                ~ Certified Results Agents (CRA) 
  

  We are passionate about creating an exceptional real estate experience for each client and would 
  welcome the opportunity to create a success story for you!  Please feel free to visit our exclusive 
  seller information website at www.SecretsToSellingYourHome.com. 
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Dear Somerset Neighbors, 
     Christmas and the holidays are almost here and winter is 
just around the corner. 
     I wish you and your families a joyous season and a very 
Happy New Year. 
     As we wrap up another year and prepare to welcome 2015 
I would like to thank so many of you for helping to make and 
keep Somerset a great place to live, raise a family, work and 
play, most especially our Community Association Officers 
and Board who really make it happen. Bellevue recently was 
awarded the second best place in America to live and in the 
past Somerset has been listed as a number one neighborhood. 
Our brand is strong. Many thanks for all of your contributions 
to our community. We could not achieve such accolades 
without your volunteerism. 
     Also, our Annual General Membership meeting will be 
Thursday, January 22nd at 6:30PM at Forest Ridge 
School in the Ackerly Board room. Please plan to join us and 
also plan to renew your SCA dues promptly when you receive 
the notice in early January. Regarding PSE's Energize 
Eastside proposed industrially BLIGHTING project, the  
biggest threat to Somerset since it's inception, please go to 

www.CENSE.org and register for the free newsletter but 
also consider joining and supporting CENSE. You can 
make an Online contribution or send a check to CENSE at 
12819 SE 38th St. #294 Bellevue, WA 98006. Thank you. 
     Thanks to all who participate in our Annual Kids 4th of 
July Walking Parade and Family BBQ Picnic in the Park. 
It is such a great event.. We hope you'll put 11am  
Saturday, July 4th 2015 on your calendar now as well as 
our Annual meeting, Thursday, January 22. AND watch 
for details to be announced for the Somerset First Annual 
Garden Tour. Contact Stephanie Kristen and Carol Robl if 
you'd like to have your garden on the tour in late spring or 
summer next year. 
     Thanks to all who have been so supportive of me. It has 
been a very rewarding experience to serve and I would 
encourage everyone to get involved, you'll be glad you 
did. Best regards to all of you and to our Somerset  
Neighborhood.... 
  Let's all continue to be "Neighbors Helping Neighbors." 
 

- Steve O'Donnell, 2014 SCA President 
and Co-Founder of CENSE 
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Somerset PRIDE — Catch It! 
 

     Being persuaded of the tenets of Darwinian theory, and 
quickened by its imperatives, I recently joined the Darwinian 
"competition for reproductive success" by signing up for 
Match .com. In short and gratifying  order I found my partner. 
     Now, you might ask, what does this have to do with 
PRIDE? To which I respond , just enough to call to the  
attention of my readers some broader and relevant vistas  
illuminated by love. 
     First, a house becomes a home when love enters it, an  
axiom, perhaps traceable to a creative realtor appreciative of 
the efficacy of marriage as a step toward home ownership. It 
is probably no cause for surprise that some of the hill's most 
colorful violations of taste have occurred where a lonely man 
resides, perhaps widowed, maybe even abandoned, and  
burdened by some depression, regarding his home, property 
and neighbors with some curmudgeonly indifference. 
     My readers may recall a previously told tale of a lonely 
man (now gone) who confessed to me that he had actually 
declared war on his neighbors. It is possible that some  
neighbor looking askance at his proliferating weeds and the 
overall deterioration of the property might have been deemed 
a nosy neighbor. 
     But we mustn't demonize singlehood. For some it is  
virtually a secular vow. Instead, as with all neighborly  
relationships we more productively bring sympathy, friend-
ship and patience. Happily the curmudgeonly response to 
neighbors seldom is evidenced among our single women  
residents, who appear much more fauna friendly, being dis-
posed to hugging trees, and nourishing plants and flowers. 
     In any  event it is love and respect of neighbors which best 
nourishes the sentiment of PRIDE, and of course this is most 
easily grounded when love is the dominant sentiment of the 
home. 
     As I drive about the hill in the course of my duties,  
bringing succor to the aesthetically aggrieved I observe many 
evidences of a failure of affection for our neighbors. That 
attitude is toxic to the  happy relations and communitarian 
values that are the basis for broadly evidenced PRIDE. These 
failures are often evidenced in benign neglect, rather than 
overt hostility; aesthetic offenses more visible to neighbors 
than to the unintentional offenders. For example, Somerset 
Place is a lovely street, running downhill and North from 
Somerset Avenue, and its homes enjoy lovely views. The lots 
of those homes on the West side  extend downhill to 136th 
Avenue, and there is much which could be done on these 
downhill slopes by their owners to be better neighbors for 
those homes on the West side of 136th facing those uphill 
lots, where jungles of brush and blackberry bushes thrive. 
     Somerset is a brand, and  inescapably so. Brands can be 
either good or bad. "Apple" is good, "Hudson" became bad. 
     Working with an ethic of "love thy neighbor" we can make 
our brand shine. In neglecting some portions of our property 
we both disappoint our neighbors and degrade our brand.  
Value destruction is the result, an  impact affecting all of us. 
     Let’s ask if we could do better for our neighbor. 

 
 

 - Bob Swegle, PRIDE Committee Chair 

Newport Way Sidewalks Update 
 
     On October 20, at the Bellevue City Council Meeting, the 
Newport Way Sidewalk supporters presented three themes to 
the council about the urgency of sidewalks and bike lanes 
from the entrance of Somerset to 150th Ave SE. Casey 
Schoonover of Boy Scout Troop 638 said he and many of his 
friends would like to walk or bicycle to school, but currently 
it is unsafe so they are driven to school. Linda Reichenbach, 
Tyee’s girls’ cross-country coach, said the lack of sidewalks 
means her runners cannot utilize that route for training.  
Barbara Spindel, founder of the group, cited a recent traffic 
study that found this section of Newport Way handles close to 
8,000 cars per day during the week, with over 90% of the 
weekday traffic driving over the posted 25 mph.   
     On November 17 at the final budget hearing of the  
Bellevue City Council, 20 green-shirted Newport Way  
supporters turned out to hear a final plea for the inclusion of 
$1.1 million for pre-design phase—a necessary step before it 
can be included in the 2015-2021 Capital Investment  
Program. Phil Moser, 
resident of Somerset 
Woods, presented to 
the Council petitions 
and endorsements by 
15 organizations  
calling high priority 
for sidewalks and 
bike lanes that are 
needed to safely link 
us to the facilities 
that are an important 
part to our daily lives. 
But we were not the 
only ones speaking up for the Newport Way Sidewalks. To 
our delight Chair Scott Lampe of the Transportation  
Commission, Lisa Quinn of Feet First, and McKayla Dunfey 
of Cascade Bicycle Club all specifically called for Newport 
Way Sidewalks and Bike Lanes. In December, the City  
Council will vote on the budget proposals.  
     Check out our website: www.newportwaysidewalk.org for 
news of the council’s decision. 

- Kristi Weir 
Newport Way Sidewalk Committee 

Casey Schoonover and other members of Boy Scout Troop 638 along with other 
Newport Way Sidewalk supporters. 

Phil Moser addresses the Bellevue City Council 
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Annual SCA General Membership 
Meeting in January 

    
   You’re Invited! Come meet your board 

and neighbors. 
Thursday, January 22, 2015 

Forest Ridge School’s  
Ackerly Board Room  
(south side of campus) 

Free parking! 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

Social time with light refreshments ‘til 
7:00PM 

7:00 pm Business Meeting 
Approve the annual budget, new board 

members and CRC members, Q&A session. 

 
If you haven't already mailed in your  
Proxy and $60 annual dues for 2015,  

please bring your check with you to the meeting. 

Join us on Facebook!  

 Horizon Heights (HH) and part of Somerset Woods (SW). Some 
of these Divisions have covenants but they are not enforced by 
the CRC. Information can be found under the CRC tab at the 
following Somerset Community Association website 
www.somerset98006.org. 
     Please consider volunteering to be a CRC member. We are on 
a rotating basis and require new volunteers to keep the CRC a 
diverse group of members to help resolve issues in the  
community. Hopefully some of you will consider volunteering. It 
is an important position and provides the opportunity to discover 
all areas of the Somerset community and meet your neighbors.  
 

Happy Holidays, 
Tom Campbell 

CRC Chair  
 
 

     The CRC (Covenant Review Committee) would like to wish 
you and your families a wonderful holiday season! I would like 
to thank the other CRC members and Somerset Community  
Association members for giving their time to help keep the  
Somerset Community one of the best places to live. I appreciate 
the hard work my fellow CRC members, Kathy Judkins, Gayle 
Niendorff, Samir Rustagi and Benson Zhang have done for the 
community this year. I would also like to thank the community 
for their cooperation on CRC matters. 
     As families move into this community, the CRC has tried to 
insure all homeowners are aware that we have covenants to keep 
the community a beautiful and vibrant place to live but also  
protect the property values of one of our major assets in our  
portfolio. For those families that weren’t aware of the covenants, 
please understand that we are trying to educate and bring  
attention to the covenants and we must abide by them.  
     The Somerset neighborhood is a desirable neighborhood to 
live, great schools, great location and for some homes  
tremendous views. The desire to remodel an older existing home 
to update it and personalize it can be a challenge in Somerset due 
to the covenants and view protections provided by those  
covenants to surrounding homes. It is a requirement to have any 
proposed exterior changes be evaluated and approved by the 
CRC. It is recommended that this occur at the beginning of your 
planning with your architect to minimize costly changes to plans 
due to covenant requirements.  
     There are 22 Divisions in the Somerset community and all are 
a valued part of this community. The majority of the Divisions 
located in the Somerset community require CRC review of  
exterior changes to a residence which includes landscaping, roof-
ing changes, paint color, exterior changes to a residence to name 
a few. The following Divisions are not part of the CRC review: 
#16, Somerset North Slope (SN), Somerset Ridge (SR), Somerset 
East 1(SE-1), Somerset East 2(SE-2), Somerset East 3(SE-3), 

Consult Your CRC Before Making Exterior Changes to Your Home 

 Update for Second Amendment to 
Covenants of Somerset divisions 

    
     As of the SUN deadline on Nov. 14, 9 divisions have  
approved the second amendment. Divisions 2, 3, 4, 14, 15,  
H-1 and S have been recorded and copies of the amendment 
have been sent to all home or property owners in the divi-
sions. The approved amendment for Divisions 8 and 10 are at 
our attorney’s office pending recording. Divisions 6, 9 and SP 
are pending. If anyone wishes more information on the 
amendment, or a full electronic copy, please contact Gayle 
Niendorff at 425/747-6786 or gniendorff@comcast.net. 
 

- Gayle Niendorff, CRC Committee  

Real Estate Market Update 
 
   The Somerset fall market has continued to remain strong, due to the 
amazing warm weather into October, and continued low inventory and 
high buyer demand.     
 
Following is a recap of the  market so far this year: 
 
Number of Active Listings: 2 
Number of Pending Listings:  3 
 
Number of Closed Homes YTD:  49 
 
Average list price active:  $1,159,400 
Average list price pending:   $1,097,666 
Average sale price sold:  $987,375 
Average days on market:  20 
 
Prices range from $635,000 to $1,625,000 

 
For more information on available Somerset homes and recent sales, go 

to: www.somersetsun.com 
 

 - Mary Lee, Neighborhood Specialist & Somerset Resident Since 
2002  ~  (425) 941-4229 or marylee@windermere.com 
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 Welcome to Somerset! 
 
Dear New Somerset Families, 
     Welcome to our wonderful neighborhood of Somerset. "The 
best neighborhood with top rated schools in the Puget Sound Re-
gion." I am the Welcoming Committee Chair for the neighbor-
hood.  
     After moving in please call or e-mail me for a welcoming 
package and I will deliver one to your home. It contains valuable 

information regarding the neighborhood regarding Member-
ship Benefits, Covenants, Somerset Pride, and a very nice 
color map of Somerset. By paying your annual dues of only 
$60 and supporting the Somerset Community Association 
'SCA' you will receive a Directory. Also, be sure to check 
out our web site at: www.SOMERSET98006.org. Welcome 
to Somerset! 
 

- Lynn Eng-Lei, Welcoming Committee  
206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com 
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In the Neighborhood 
  

     Look for Signature Landscape planting of Portugal laurel 
to fill in the space where a large, overgrown Photinia was 
removed in the fall. The shrubs match others close by and 
provide a more uniform appearance where Somerset Boule-
vard turns up the hill. The planting will also help screen the 
adjoining back yard. The fall color addition of purple cab-
bages, pansies, and dusty miller in front of the fountain and 
above the back wall added a cheerful note to the entrance. 

Winter in the Garden                            
  

     Select some plants that will glow in winter. Include var-
ied leaf color and texture, shrubs with colorful bark or ber-
ries and plants with interesting structure. Adding garden art, 
trellises, or ornamental grasses, trees and shrubs in contain-
ers can accent the garden for visual interest during the 
dormant season. Garden lighting can open up the landscape 
and provide another dimension for interest as well as safety 
and security. A well kept landscape can be beautiful in every 
season.  
  

Good Neighbors 
  

     Keep gutters and storm drains free of leaves and debris 
during the winter season to prevent clogged drains and 
flooded areas. One neighbor suggested Somerset walkers 
should keep an eye out for discarded bottles and trash. Many 
dog walkers already carry trash bags with them for waste 
disposal, and  a little extra clean up effort would be a wel-
come contribution and an environmental plus. Thanks, eve-
ryone, for helping keep Somerset neighborhood looking 
nice.       
 

- Judy Atherton, Landscape Chair 

Winter Gardening, Garden Lighting, and Clean Gutters, Storm Drains and Sidewalks 
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Today's Real Estate Market 

In today's challenging real estate market, selecting 
the right Realtor is crucial.  It can make all the differ-

ence in the world.  Whether you are planning on 
buying or selling, or you just have a question, feel 

free to call or email Frank Klein. 

"It was very obvious while working with Frank that the reason he is so good at what 
he does is because he goes not just the extra mile, but above and beyond.  I cannot 
even begin to tell you how much I enjoyed working with Frank, but to say that I came 
to care about him so much I was somewhat sad to see everything over.  He became 

an important part of my life!!!"  ~Kathy 
 
 
 

“Frank is a true professional and did a great job managing the sale of our home eve-
ry step of the way. We would recommend him without reservation!” ~ Terry 

frankklein@cbbain.com   
 

150 Bellevue Way SE  

“There are several Somerset specialists from which to 
choose, and after interviewing 4 agencies it was very 

easy for us to select Frank. He advised and supported 
us throughout the process. We selected him again to 

help us buy another property.” ~ Dorothy 
 
 

Frank is a pleasure to work with - very competitive. 
~ Penny 

Dangerous Bear Sightings in Somerset 
      
     Between November 8 and 12, some residents off Forest Drive on 
59th and 134th Pl. SE reported several sightings of a 200-300 pound 
sow and her two cubs. The bears were roaming the neighborhood 
during evening hours and sometimes they would boldly settle in a 

resident’s yard. Yelling at them and 
flashing a high powered LED light 
at them did not make them leave. 
One resident notified the State  
Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
spoke to Mike Smith at the Mill 
Creek office. He was notifying the 
person responsible for our area.  
That person was to call the resident 
who reported these incidents.   
This situation is a reminder to 
keep your garbage containers in 
the garage until the morning of 

garbage pickup and to cease using bird feeders and control pet 
food. Consider  joining the web group,  Nextdoor  Forest Dr ive/
Somerset/Lakemont so you can either report or learn of these events.   
 
 
 

- Gary J. Bullington, Somerset Neighbor 

Working Together, We Can Deter 
Criminals From Coming to Our 

Neighborhood  
 
     There has been an uptick in the number of  
Somerset residents experiencing car prowls and  
break-ins during the night.  To protect yourself, here 
are some vehicle security DO's and DON'Ts.  
     Most importantly, DO call the police to report 
ANY suspicious activity you see in Somerset.   

 DO clean out your garages:  have a garage sale, 
donate items to St. Margaret's Thrift Store, get a 
dumpster and throw junk out! 

 DO park your car(s) in your garage if possible.  
Even with your car in the garage, do NOT leave 
house keys or garage door openers in your car. 

 If you must park cars on your driveway, do NOT 
leave ANY valuables in the car, nor keys or 
openers and DOUBLE CHECK locking the  
vehicle(s). 

 Try NOT to leave cars, trucks, boats, trailers etc. 
parked on the street, especially overnight. 

 DO call the police if your car was prowled.  This 
will increase patrols in our neighborhood. 
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Goal 2015: Correcting Chronic Health Problems 

By Factoria Chiropractic Clinic Owners 
Anna (Mickelson) Cummins and Dr. Bob Cummins 

 
     How long have you or a loved one been suffering from a chronic 
condition? Has it been months, years or decades? Now think about 
the oldest grandparent in your family history. If you live at least as 
long as they did and you do not correct your chronic condition now, 
how many more years of suffering do you have ahead of you? This is 
not your destiny. Research shows that our lifestyle choices affect 
70% of our health outcomes where our genes only affect 30%.  So, 
what do you have more control over, your genes or your lifestyle 
choices? That’s right, your lifestyle and your actions. Let’s get 2015 
started with the realization that we do have control over a good por-
tion of our health. 
     Chronic health problems can affect your quality of life for  

decades. Whether they are  
musculoskeletal in nature affect-
ing your back, neck, and limbs or 
they affect your organs (heart, 
lungs, stomach, kidneys or sex 
organs), your daily activities may 
become limited and your longevi-
ty can be compromised. The  
longer you wait the more suffer-
ing these chronic conditions  
deliver. Research shows that 
within two weeks of an injury, 

scar tissue can appear. Why would you wait another day when you 
can start your healing process right now with the new year at hand? 
     You might choose to hold off on addressing chronic health  
problems because you have grown used to the problem and consider 
it normal. It is NOT normal. You might choose to wait because you 
feel like you don’t have the money and cannot afford to address the 
problem. This can be an extremely costly decision. The more chronic 
health problems become, the more expense is involved to care for 
them and the more likely you will experience some permanent  
damage.   
     No matter how long you have put it off, there is no better time 
than the present to start your healing journey. The human body has an 

amazing capacity to heal itself when you remove the interference 
to the nervous system and are consistent with chiropractic care 
and healthy lifestyle choices! The initial care you put into your 
body, we like to call this process “Crisis Care”, and this can give 
you the relief and stability you are looking for, take the edge off, 
and give you hope for a healthy future.   
     During these first steps towards healthier living is often when 
having support is most needed. A chiropractor, health coach, or 
other provider trained in your area of health emphasis is often the 
biggest difference between those who progress out of crisis and 
into the “Critical Transition.”  
     Once you are stable and no longer in crisis mode, and you stay 
consistent with your positive health care choices through a pro-
cess we like to call “the Critical Transition”, you will notice that 
your body begins to regenerate! If you are like most people you 
will feel younger and more energetic during this process. The 
energy that your body was using to protect you from your chronic 
condition will be freed up and can be redirected towards a more 
purposeful and healthy lifestyle. You will want to exercise. You 
will want to eat healthier. You will want to engage in activities 
you enjoy. Your newfound health and outlook on life will  
motivate you to make Lifestyle Care, where you consistently 
make great health choices for your body, your top priority.  
     Nurture the healing capacity of your body and don’t let your 
chronic health condition become more chronic than it is right 
now. Start off 2015 with a plan for healing and having Gold  
Medal Health quality of life! 
 

425-590-9158 
info@cumminschiropractic.com 
www.CumminsChiropractic.com  

 
 

-Anna Cummins is a 2008 Olympic Gold and Silver  
medalist in women’s rowing. She is a Somerset native, and 

she and her husband Dr. Bob Cummins own and operate  
Cummins Chiropractic & Wellness. Cummins Chiropractic 

& Wellness is a 100 Year Lifestyle Affiliate Office.  

Anna Cummins Dr. Bob Cummins 

Be Prepared! 
      
     Your Somerset Community  
Association 'SCA' continues to  
support scouting Packs/Troops in  
our Somerset Neighborhood. 
    Cub Scout Pack 629 had quite a 
growth with a total of 53 scouts, as 
well as many adult volunteers. 
     It's that time of year for the pack to 
do charter renewal with Boy Scouts 
of America 'BSA' we very much ap-
preciate Somerset's Executive Officer 
signing our Re-Charter documents.  
     Many thanks. 

Sincerely and Yours In Scouting, 
Jason Liang 

Pack 629 Cub Master 
206.390.5075 jliangseattle@yahoo.com  
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     The Bellevue School District (BSD) continues to grow as 
families move to our city for our top-rated schools. Here are 
the numbers at a glance:  

598 new enrollments by October 2014 
2014-2015 head count by October 2014: 19,186 students 
Elementary school enrollment grew by 3.4% 
Middle school enrollment grew by 4.0% 
High school enrollment grew by 2.7% 

South Bellevue neighborhood schools: 
 

     Despite this growth, the District was able to reduce class 
sizes this year by using the District’s additional state and local 
revenue to increase staffing in classrooms and school build-
ings. This year, the average class size for elementary schools 
is 22.9 students and, for middle and high schools it is 25.1 
students.   
     Expansion of the District’s program for gifted students to 
four sites, including Somerset Elementary, resulted in a  

significant increase in enrollment at our neighborhood elemen-
tary school.   
     In addition to reducing class size, BSD has been working over 
the summer and this fall with a demographer to develop a long-

term facility plan. This plan will include the 
placement of programs in buildings. The  
District’s goal is to make long-term decisions 
that will allow specific programs to remain in 
buildings for the foreseeable future (8 to 10 
years).   
     The preliminary long-term facility  
recommendations from this work with the  
demographer will be presented to the Board of 
Directors in December at a regularly scheduled 
School Board meeting. Following this  
presentation, community meetings will take 

place to solicit community feedback, with final recommenda-
tions being made after the community input is analyzed and  
incorporated. 
     Additionally, a new elementary school site has been identified 
across the street from the Wilburton Instructional Service Center 
near the Bellevue Botanical Garden. This property is already 
owned by the District, and the planning process for the new 
school is underway. 
     As always, we appreciate our community’s interest in and 
support of our wonderful schools! Please kindly share with the 
School Board (board@bsd405.org) any concerns or suggestions 
you might have.  
 

- My-Linh Thai is a Bellevue School District Board of  
Director representing District 5. She lives in Somerset with her 

husband Don and their two children,  
both students at Tyee Middle School.  

Growth in Local Schools Results in Need for Long-Term Facility Plan 

My-Linh Thai 

Elementary 
schools 

2014-
2015 

2013-

2014 

Eastgate ES 442 452 

Newport Heights ES 622 625 

Somerset ES 709 564 

Middle schools     

Tillicum MS 706 663 

Tyee MS 906 882 

High schools     

Newport HS 1,681 1,633 

Somerset Drivers Are Urged to Slow 
Down When Near Schools 

    

     You can’t miss Mark Pierotti, Forest Ridge 
Head of School in the orange reflector vest and 

sign at the entrances to 
campus. But sometimes  
he is seen  
dancing to get 
drivers to 
PLEASE SLOW 
DOWN when 
approaching or 
leaving campus.   
     As the weather turns 
inclement and it starts  
getting dark earlier, give 
yourself some extra time 
to arrive on campus.  
 

- First published in Post It, Forest Ridge Weekly E-News 

New Adult Choir Introduced at Forest 
Ridge School of the Sacred Heart 

     Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart is hosting and  
sponsoring a brand new adult choir open to men and women ages 
18 – 110.  The choir is led by Alison Seaton, Director of Music 
and assisted by Richard Lind, pianist. 
     “Forest Ridge has a long tradition of students singing together 
as a means of building community and creating lovely music.  
We’re very excited to be able to invite our larger community to 
share in these experiences of music and friendship,” said Seaton. 
     Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
the Sacred Heart Chapel at the Forest Ridge Campus located at 
4800 139th Ave. S.E. Performances for the choir will be  
determined by the members. 
     From novice to professional, all singers are encouraged to join 
the mixed voice choir and bring a friend. Explore multiple genres 
of music and learn what you need to know to make a great sound 
and have fun.  
     Ms. Seaton, who holds a DMA, Abd from the University of 
Washington, began teaching at Forest Ridge in 1997. Her choirs 
perform widely in the Seattle area, and internationally. She has 
worked with many respected composers and conductors in the 
choral community. 
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CENSE: Urging Better Solutions 
than Energize Eastside 

 
     Eastside residents have concerns about PSE’s Energize 
Eastside project, which will run 18 miles of high-voltage 
power lines through five Eastside cities. The 130-foot  
towers will be up to three times taller than the current  
transmission poles, creating panoramic visual blight 
throughout our beautiful region. 
     PSE is running an expensive public relations campaign 
as they pursue an aggressive timeline for EE. A final route 
is to be selected in December, less than a month away. 
     Many Eastside residents are concerned PSE is overstat-
ing the need and urgency for EE and has eliminated every 
other energy solution from public consideration.  In  
response, we created the Coalition of Eastside  
Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy (CENSE.org) to  
educate elected officials and the public. 
     CENSE’s research has found: 
     Energy use in the PSE service area has been shrinking 
since 2008, following a national trend. The EE website  
implies that energy demand grows at the same rate as  
population and economic growth. However, this relation-
ship no longer holds true due to new technologies and  
advances in energy efficiency. For example, in the past 
three years household electricity use fell, even as  
Americans bought nearly a billion more electronic devices. 
     PSE’s energy demand forecasts are almost twice as high 
as those of utilities serving other northwest cities with  
similar rates of population and economic growth as the 
Eastside. Demand forecasts for Seattle, Snohomish,  
Spokane and Portland are all less than those projected by 
PSE (see chart and documentation at cense.org/Future.pdf). 
     PSE dismissed energy solutions that other cities are  
using to manage their peak loads such as grid batteries, 
peak load generators and demand response programs. Most 
cost less than EE’s $200 million price tag, are less  
vulnerable to wind storms, natural disasters or terrorism, 
and are better for our environment, health and safety. 
     The Eastside is a high-tech, highly educated, environ-
mentally progressive community surrounded by beauty. 
This is why it is rated as one of the most livable regions in 
the nation. Please join CENSE in urging your elected  
officials to address the concerns about EE before allowing 
PSE to scar our cities for generations to come. If you want 
your children and grandchildren to inherit the beautiful  
cities we love, email your city council today. Say “no” to 
Energize Eastside and “yes” to energy solutions that are 
appropriate for the 21st century. 
 
 

     CENSE is an all-volunteer coalition of Eastside residents  
concerned about many aspects of the Energize Eastside project.  

This opinion article was written by Janis Medley, a retired editor and 
graphic designer, who is a member of CENSE. It was originally  

published in the Bellevue Reporter on Nov. 10 . 

It’s Up to You: Let’s Work Together to Stop Energize Eastside

Visit CENSE.org to view a 6-minute  
video that questions the need and purpose of 

PSE’s “Energize Eastside” project. 

… Continued from page 1 
 

     Assuming the project proceeds, the next step is the Environmen-
tal Impact Study (EIS). This will be governed by State  
Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) guidelines, which are a little 
less broad than national guidelines which allow socioeconomic and 
property value impacts to be studied. Council members assure us 
that SEPA will allow a very detailed look at the project, with  
opportunities to study alternatives and gather volumes of public 
input. We expect this will start sometime after the New Year, and 
we will want residents to come out by the hundreds to make sure 
this process is fair and thorough. You will receive plenty of notice 
through various channels when your participation is needed. 
     Cities will issue permits after the EIS, and there are opportunities 
to appeal decisions we don’t like, all the way to the highest courts in 
the land if we have the money and stamina. Obviously, that’s not a 
path we’re hoping to follow, but it’s nice to know there are no  
obvious dead ends at this point. 
     What is CENSE doing these days? After 10 months of opposing 
this project at every opportunity, the group has shifted its strategy.  
Wanting to play a more constructive role, CENSE proposed a  
specific alternative plan (the “CENSE Plan”) that meets the needs 
of Energize Eastside without the all of the disadvantages. The 
CENSE Plan has lower costs, lower impact on the community and 
the environment, and lower risk to residents’ health and safety. You 
can read more about it at www.cense.org.   
     We have been told that PSE cannot be stopped through state, 
county, or municipal regulations, but that doesn’t mean the situation 
is beyond hope. According to government leaders, the outcome  
depends on citizen action. If enough of us become “energized” and 
put in some effort, we can have a large impact on what happens. 
Your role can be pretty simple: write a couple of emails, sign an 
online petition, put on an orange shirt and attend a rally event, or 
support CENSE by becoming a sustaining member. The recently 
updated CENSE website has links that make these things easy 
(www.cense.org). If you’re too busy or you’ve lost hope, PSE will 
get what they and their investors want: an attractive, guaranteed rate 
of return on $200 million. Residents will pay that cost with higher 
electricity bills for the next 40 years, while our children and  
grandchildren play under huge poles towering over our homes and 
schools. 
     Our concerns will take precedence over PSE’s investment  
strategies, but it requires a little effort from each of us.   
     We hope you will join us. 
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Visit CENSE.org 

Sign up for Newsletter 

Sign the petition 

Attend a meeting 

Donate to the cause! 

s Work Together to Stop Energize Eastside 

     People across Bellevue have been stepping up at the 
urging of CENSE to communicate concerns about Energize 
Eastside to the Bellevue City Council. The response has 
been tremendous.  Residents have been inundating the 
Bellevue City Council with email and post cards regarding 
neighborhood concerns about Energize Eastside. Email 
writers are receiving a form letter response from the City’s 
Development Director Mike Brennan. In addition, Coun-
cilmember Jennifer Robertson (a Somerset resident) has 
been responding to these numerous emails. (So far, she is 
the only councilmember to respond.) We at the SUN 
thought that all residents may be interested in Coun-
cilmember Robertson’s response, so it is re-printed below: 
 
     Thank you so much for taking the time to write to me 
about this important topic.  Bellevue is a wonderful place to 
live and we want to keep it that way! 
     I have been following this issue closely and have been 
meeting with City staff, neighborhood leaders, and 
“members of CENSE to get a full understanding of the  
proposed project.  
     Many people have requested a moratorium, however, 
because PSE is not expected to file for a permit for at least 
6 months (or more), a moratorium is not needed at this 
time.  I have asked for a land use review to see if any codes 
need to be amended prior to the permit submittal.  The land 
use code drives permit requirements more than the comp 
plan (if they conflict, the land use code controls).   
     As you may know, the Council is taking this issue  
seriously and we have directed our staff to hire an outside 
energy consultant to advise the City on the need for and 
impacts of this proposed project.  We only received one 
response to our first consultant advertisement, so have  
adjusted our request and have gone back out to the market 
to find the best energy consultant to help the City on this 
matter.  In addition, I have been advocating to hire an  
attorney who is an expert on energy and land use matters to 
advise the Council on the parameters of our authority and 

assist us in responding to this project within the limits 
of the law. 
     As lead agency, the City of Bellevue will be  
preparing the project environmental analysis for the  
entire line. This will be a two-part review and include 
both a programmatic review (big picture look at the  
project in general) and project level review (at the  
proposed line itself). The programmatic review should 
drive the project development and precede the project 
level review. Review will include all environmental  
impacts (noise, visual, sensitive areas, wildlife, etc.). I 
am advocating to also include an analysis of the pro-
ject’s impact on nearby property values. 
     As a person who lives in one of the affected neigh-
borhoods (Somerset), I know how much this proposed  
project may impact the quality of life in the neighbor-
hoods. The Council is receiving many emails and  
comments which express concern about this project. 
This advocacy is being felt all through City Hall! Thank 
you for taking the time to write and to advocate for the 
best solution. One of the reasons that Bellevue is such a 
great city is because our residents are so engaged and 
are willing to work for the best solutions.  I appreciate 
the civic engagement of our residents like you very 
much. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Robertson 

Bellevue City Councilmember 

 
As Councilmember Robertson states, the impacts of 

the substantial level of advocacy by Bellevue  
residents is making a difference. If you haven’t  

written to the Council or signed the CENSE petition, 
you can still have a voice in this process. This will be 
of growing importance during the comment period 

of the Environmental Impact Statement process. But  
anytime is a good time to weigh in.    

Response by Bellevue Councilmember Robertson to  
CENSE efforts and residents’ comments 
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     There is a lot going on in and around Bellevue this time of year.  
From the pending biennial budget (over $1.4 billion) to Energize 
Eastside, the Council is working hard to finish several tasks before 
the Council’s holiday break starts in mid-December. 
     This is a special time of year.  My family especially loves see-
ing all of the holiday lights that add beauty and spark during the 
dark days of winter. Downtown Bellevue calls this the “Magic Sea-
son” because there are many unique and special events to help you 
celebrate the holidays. Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukah, 
or another seasonal holiday, you can find some magic in Bellevue. 
 

Shopping.  If you are shopping this holiday 
season, I encourage you to shop in Bellevue.  If 
you’re shopping online with a company that 
charges sales tax, make sure you use your 
Bellevue address so that the sales tax is credit-
ed to Bellevue. Sales tax is one of the major 
funding sources for City government. For eve-
ry $100 spent in Bellevue, $0.85 comes to the 
City to help fund police and fire services, road, 
sidewalk and park projects and other essential 
functions. It may not sound like very much, but 

all of that money does add up and helps the City provide our resi-
dents with great City services and infrastructure. High sales tax 
collections (we have the highest per capita in the State) help keep 
your property taxes low and City services high. There are lots of 
great places to shop in Bellevue, including Downtown (Bellevue 
Square, Lincoln Square, Bravern, Old Main), Factoria, Crossroads 
and the Northup area.  
 
Celebrating. In addition to shopping, there is a plethora of holi-
day activities that are low or no cost, including the Garden 
D’Lights at Bellevue’s Botanical Garden (tickets available at http://
www.gardendlights.org/), skating at the Magic Season ice arena in 
the Downtown Park, Enchanted Holidays at the Bravern, Ginger-

Shop, Celebrate, and Donate Locally 

Jennifer Robertson 

bread Lane workshops at the Kidsquest, shows at Meydenbauer 
Center and the crowd-pleasing Snowflake Lane where you can 
see a show while it snows every night at 7 p.m. on Bellevue Way 
between Lincoln Square and Bellevue Square.  Many of the 
neighborhood high school students are performing in Snowflake 
Lane and are working hard to make this show great. For infor-
mation about these seasonal activities see 
www.bellevuedowntown.com/events/magic-season/ . There are 
also seasonal displays and activities at Crossroads and Factoria 
malls and of course, the annual Christmas ships on Lake Wash-
ington are a fun tradition.   
 
Sharing. Another great holiday tradition is year-end giving to 
help those in need.  The people working at City Hall have given 
over $62,000 this season to help those in need on the Eastside. If 
you want to direct some of your year-end giving to help people in 
need in our community, I recommend Eastside Baby Corner, 
Hopelink, Jubilee Reach and LifeWire.   
 
     Finally, I would like to share with you my favorite holiday 
tradition from when my kids were young. We celebrate Christmas 
in our house and we love “counting to Christmas” with a variety 
of Advent calendars. My favorite “calendar” is made up of 24 
picture books about winter or Christmas. Each year, I wrap all of 
the books in holiday paper. Each night the kids take turns picking 
one to open and we read it together. This gives the kids the fun of 
unwrapping a “present” every night and carves out the time to sit 
down and read a holiday story together. With the busyness of the 
season, taking the time together is the best gift of all. 
     From my home, to yours, I wish each of you a wonderful holi-
day season and new year. I hope you all stay warm, stay safe and 
have the chance to spend a little extra time with your loved ones. 
 

- Jennifer Robertson is a municipal attorney and a member 
of the Bellevue City Council.  She lives with her husband 

and three daughters in Somerset.  You can reach her at 
j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov or 425-516-5877. 

 

 
     As 2014 is coming to an end and the holidays approaching 
we take stock of the year and count our many blessings. Family, 
friends, living in the U.S., the best country in the world and 
here in Bellevue in the Pacific Northwest. Our environment is 

second to none, our citizens are welcoming. 
Bellevue is a great place to live, raise a  
family and work. 
     My wife and I came here 47 years ago and 
we love it and look forward to the day our 
grand children can attend Newport High 
School as did our kids. 
     Since then, Bellevue has added 100,000 
new residents and with great and rapid 
change comes significant challenges.  
Bellevue has managed to maintain high 
standards and thus our quality of life is  

excellent. We continue to grow, the end is not in sight and we 
are ready to deal with the challenges of growth. I want to ad-
dress a couple of those challenges that could have adverse and 
negative effects on Neighborhood Character throughout  
Bellevue that we cherish and work hard to preserve.  

     Number one is PSE's proposed Energize Eastside project, 
which has become a big concern for the residents of Bellevue. 
The www.CENSE.org team has done an excellent job inform-
ing the community and we at the city, staff, policy makers 
have heard your voice. We're hiring an Independent Technical 
Consultant to study the need. My advice is to "stay vigilant."  
     Yet another area of concern with growth is Infrastructure 
Funding. There are many important projects to keep Bellevue's 
quality of life with respect to transportation from getting too 
congested, increasing mobility on our streets and 405 is key. 
The council is working on budget priorities right now. Staff 
has recommended a 5% Property Tax increase, we're working 
hard to source funding and avoid that. I am against raising 
property taxes. Property tax levies can add a significant  
burden, they add up and never go away. 
     Your voice is important, please let the Council know what 
you think. The choice is yours. Thank you for supporting your 
Somerset Community Association, the 'SCA' and for your  
participation in making and keeping Bellevue a great city. 
 

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year. 

- Conrad Lee, City Council Member/Past Mayor             

City Growth Presents Challenges 

Conrad Lee 
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     Thanks to the support of the Somerset community, the Somer-
set Rec Club enjoyed a successful 2014 summer season, which 
was marked by a growth in membership and increase in revenue, 
highlights of which were presented at the SRC Annual Meeting 
November 12 at Forest Ridge School. 
 
     Meeting highlights included: 

 Forest Ridge update: discussions with Forest Ridge on the 
proposed facility upgrade continue, as architect Bob Becker 
shared revised preliminary plans. While discussions and work 
continue to be focused on planning and negotiations, pre-
planning materials have been submitted to the City of Belle-
vue’s pre-development services department for input and 
feedback. Much work remains, including engineering reviews, 
permitting, development of an operations plan, and other 
work. Additionally, Regina Mooney, Development Director 
for Forest Ridge, briefed the SRC members on fundraising 
goals and strategies, and the importance of the project to all 
stakeholders, including Forest Ridge, SRC, and the broader 
community. 

 Financial update: as the result of proactive marketing and out-
reach efforts, SRC surpassed membership goals by more than 
20 new families. Coupled with the success of Casino Night, 
the club’s annual fundraiser, SRC saw a significant increase in 
revenue during 2014. 

 Activities updates: the SRC swim and tennis teams wrapped 
successful seasons, and look forward to continued success dur-
ing the 2015 season. The club’s Sharkies pre-competition swim 
team drew 19 new swimmers, key to the growth of the swim 
team for future seasons. 

 New board members Emilie Castle, Amy Black, Craig Daw, 
Eric Bidstrup and Sylvia Moestl Vasilik were voted in for two-
year terms. 

 
     “We’re excited for the year ahead, in which we are looking at a 
number of fun new social activities and fundraisers for the club,” 
said SRC board president Jeff Coopersmith. “Talks with Forest 
Ridge are ongoing, as we both work to carefully plan the future of 
the club, which we agree will be a gem for the Somerset communi-
ty.” 
     Look for details in upcoming editions of the Somerset Sun, or 
visit the SRC web site at www.somersetrec.org for periodic up-
dates. 

SRC Wraps Successful Season, Looks Forward to Continued Growth in 2015 
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Sapphire Homes is proud to announce its newest community: 

Newport Vista  
Welcome to this intimate 9 home community in South Bellevue 

If you are looking for new construction in the neighborhood, come visit us! 
Our homes are zoned within these Bellevue Schools: 

Newport Heights Elementary, Tyee Middle School, Newport High School 
Offered at the high $800K’s - low $900K’s 

‘s 

Features Include: 
 Easy access to I-90, I-405, Downtown Bellevue and 

Downtown Seattle 
 3 floorplans to choose from: 2900 SF– 3235 SF; all plans 

featuring a den and a bonus room 

 Quartz slab countertops in the kitchen and 
       bathrooms 
 Wide plank hardwood floors 
 Living room and mud room features built-in shelves 

and coat rack with bench 206-293-5263 
www.janekimrealty.com 

janekimrealty@gmail.com 

 
 

Proudly presented by your neighborhood and resident Somerset Broker 
Located at Exit 9 off I-405 on Lake Washington Blvd SE and SE 56th Lane 

OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 12 - 4 

 By Dr. Matt Brown-Ruegg, Somerset neighbor and owner of  
Hillclimb Chiropractic Clinic in Seattle 
www.hillclimbchiropractic.com 
   Here are a few quick tips to keep your immune systems strong dur-
ing the hustle and bustle of the holiday season. 

     Hand hygiene – The most effective 
measure in preventing the spread of 
microorganisms that cause infections is 
good hand hygiene. Washing your 
hands with soap and water as soon as 
you come home and before you eat 
greatly reduces your exposure to bacte-
rial and viral infections.  
     Walking and physical activity – 
Regular exercise and physical activity 
strengthens your immune system. 
Three 10-minute workout sessions 
during the day are just as effective as 
one 30-minute workout. . 

     Get Adjusted Regularly - Studies are finding that chiropractic 
care is a way to improve immunity. A recent study from the Na-
tional College of Chiropractic found that disease-fighting white blood 
cell counts were higher just 15 minutes after chiropractic manipula-
tion was applied to the back. While this is exciting research, over my 
15 years in practice, I notice that many patients who get adjusted 
regularly seem to suffer fewer colds, avoid the flu, or simply recover 

Living Your Health Potential:  
Boost Your Immune System Naturally this Winter  

from illness more quickly since starting chiropractic care, however to 
truly establish the connection and make it public knowledge, more 
research is needed. 
     Supplement Well 
Keep your intestinal flora balanced with Probiotics 
Boost your immune system with Vitamin D 
Support your cell function with Omega3 EFAs 
Protect your cells from damaging effects of oxidation with antioxi-
dants 
     Eat your fruits and vegetables - Antioxidants like pumpkin, 
sweet potatoes, carrots, kale, grapefruit (red and pink), blueberries, 
strawberries, watermelon, cantaloupe, oranges, peppers (red and 
green), tomatoes, broccoli, sunflower seeds, almonds and olive oil.  
Omega-3 Fatty Acids - ground flax seeds, walnuts, soybeans and 
pumpkin seeds.  
     Folate - dark green leafy vegetables (turnip greens, mustard 
greens, spinach, romaine lettuce, collard greens, etc.), beans, leg-
umes, asparagus, Brussels sprouts, beets and okra. 
     Reduce sugar and caffeine amounts 
     Get plenty of sleep – at least 8 hrs a night 
     Drink plenty of water 
And don’t forget, these ideas should be applied to your kids to help 
them better enjoy this winter and holiday season. 
 

- Dr. Matt Brown-Ruegg, Somerset neighbor and  
owner of Hillclimb Chiropractic Clinic in Seattle 

www.hillclimbclinic.com 

Dr. Matt Brown-Ruegg 
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      Welcome to our two newest Emergency Preparedness/
Block Watch Groups: 
 

143rd Ave SE/SE 45th Street – 40 Homes 
Co-Captains: Barbara & Bob Clark, and John &  
Marilyn Hancock 
 
144th Ave SE – 44 Homes 
Co-Captains: Carol Robl, Susan Goldstein 

  
     All of the homes will be receiving Strengthening  
Preparedness Among Neighbors (SPAN) booklets and 
HELP/OK signs which are provided by the City of  
Bellevue Office of Emergency Management. 
     The neighborhoods have identified Emergency Response 
Sites for  the neighborhood to meet in the event of an  
emergency, along with a Neighborhood First Aid Site and 
Neighborhood Sheltering Center.  
     Our Neighborhood Disaster Response Plans have been 
prepared.  For each home Household Information Forms and 
Skills Inventory & Equipment Inventory are being  
collected.   
     Each neighborhood group is identifying teams for First 
Aid, Light Search & Rescue, Safety & Security, Sheltering & 
Special Needs, Communications, and Damage Assessment. 

     The City of Bellevue offers Community Emergency  
Response Training (CERT). The curr iculum includes:   
Disaster Preparedness/CERT Organization, Terrorism, Disaster  
Psychology, Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search &  
Rescue, Fire & Utility Safety along with a Disaster Simulation. 
Dave Mickelson and Sean Cox have recently finished the CERT 
training, which will again be offered once or twice a year. 
     Block Watch activity from the City of Bellevue’s Crime  
Prevention Officer is communicated throughout each neighbor-
hood group.   
     Both the City’s Office of Emergency Management and  
Police Department’s Crime Prevention Officer are active  
participants in our annual Neighborhood Block Parties. 
     Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness/Block Watch groups 
typically include anywhere from 25 to 50 homes, along one or 
two streets.    
     To date, the Somerset Community Association has helped 
form 25 neighborhood groups, representing 923 of our 1,600 
Somerset homes. If your neighborhood is not yet set-up, contact 
Dave Mickelson who will help you get started. He has booklets 
and a simple five-step program to get your neighborhood off 
and running.  
 

- Dave Mickelson, Safety & Emergency Preparedness Chair 
DaveMickelson@comcast.net  425-829-8483 

Somerset’s Newest Emergency Preparedness/Block Watch Groups 

 flooded roads or areas. You can’t always tell how deep 
the water might be, if a road has been washed away or 
if there are hazards beneath the surface. 

Report flooding drains and streets as soon as possible. 
Store valuable on high shelves on a ground flood or on the 

top floors of your home to avoid water damage. 
Stay out of flooding basements. Flooding basements can 

cause electrocution by live electrical currents and 
drowning due to an unforeseen mud slide. 

Update your pet’s ID tag and/or get them micro chipped. In 
case you need to evacuate and you are separated from 
your pet, this will make finding them easier. 

Choose and out-of-state contact for your family and make 
sure everyone know who that person is and how to con-
tact them. Practice making contact with your out-of-
state contact prior to an emergency. 

 
     Dave Mickelson has been volunteering with the Red Cross 
for the past fifteen months. Hurricane Sandy was his first na-
tional  
deployment with the Red Cross. Dave spent two and a half 
weeks in New York supporting disaster relief on Long Island. 
 
 
 

- Contact Dave to set up your own  
Emergency Preparedness Group for your street.   

DaveMickelson@comcast.net  425-829-8483 

Disasters Come At the Most Inopportune Time 
     While we do not usually have hurricanes hitting us in Somer-
set, the type of inopportune destruction experienced in the 
Northeast corner of the United States in November can indeed 
happen here.  Are you prepared? Besides hurricanes, a 
Nor’easter winter storm with rain and snow crippled the area 
further after the area had  
already been out of power for over twelve days.  
     We all remember how miserable life can be without power 
for one, two, and five days. Not good. 
 

Street flooding, causing deep, standing puddles on road-
ways and dangerous driving conditions 

Basement flooding, causing loss of valuables and dangerous 
situations 

Transportation routes affected by flooding over roadways 
and landslides 

Damaged buildings due to severe flooding 
Landslides causing severe damage, even loss of homes 
Prolonged power outages due to downed lines caused by 

landslides and flooding rivers 
 
     Be prepared for a rainstorm by watching weather forecasts 
with your family for the potential of heavy rains or rainfall 
buildup over multiple days. Keep rain gear, water-repellant 
clothing and extra warm clothing handy at home and in your 
family’s vehicle to use in an emergency. 
 

Turn around!  Don’t drown!  Never walk or drive through 
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Stephanie Kristen 
It’s not just knowledge; it’s know-how. 

SheKnowsRealEstate.com 
Windermere Real Estate/East ~ 206-200-0222 

StephanieK@Windermere.com 

Thankful  ~  Grateful  ~  Blessed 
 

The end of the year is often when we reflect on all that has happened and look forward to the possibilities 

in the New Year.  These past few years have had their challenges, but I firmly believe it is how you react to 

what life hands you and find the opportunity to learn and grow.   
 

Here in Somerset, we have a lot to be thankful for.  We are part of a community that cares about the 

future of our neighborhood and work together to create the best path forward.   

I have one request ~ Write, email or call a neighbor and find something to thank them for.  

When we spread gratitude to one another, our whole community will be the beneficiary.   

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.  Looking forward to the year ahead! 

          ~ Stephanie 

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers, 
     The October 7th Neighborhood Leadership Gathering hosted by the 
City provided some rich and interesting input from acknowledged lead-
ers in our beautiful city and its neighborhoods. More than 92 neighbor-
hood leaders participated. When asked, "What do you see as the great-
est threat to neighborhood character?"  The top answer was:  "Energize 
Eastside."  
     Also, when asked how leaders defined neighborhood character, the 
top answer chosen was our "natural environment:  trees, open space, 
natural beauty, views."  
     I’ve lived in Bellevue for more than 30 years and have witnessed 
amazing growth, change, adaptation, and diversity. Many of our neigh-
borhoods were forward-thinking in their inception by investing in un-
derground utilities. That brave effort has produced neighborhoods of 
exceptional beauty and value.  
     Enter in a private, profit-only focused utility which has relentlessly 
lobbied state and local representatives with large campaign funding 
and multi-million dollar PR campaigns to propose erecting monstrous 
transmission poles and wires through our beautiful neighborhoods with 
little to no oversight from our local, state, or federal governments.  
     An early example of neighborhood blighting is about to happen in 
the Overlake area.  New Puget Sound Energy 100 foot poles and wires 
will be appearing on NE 24th and 156 Ave. NE. Then next, up to 80 
foot poles along NE 8th and along 148th Ave. for a total of 2.5 miles. 
This route currently has all underground utilities! See for Permit of 
Non Significance  www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Land%20Use/10-30-
14_WeeklyPermitBulletin.pdf. Also see permit with 254 pages stating 
that 295 trees will be cut down and the stumps will remain. City value 
for these trees is $856,000. www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/land%20use/11-

131123-LB-12-127693-WA-11-131125-LO-11-131124-WG-
PSE_Transmission_Line.pdf. The permit is signed by Carol Helland 
and approved by Mike Brennan. 
     Now nine miles of up to 135 foot poles are being proposed for PSE's 
new 230,000 volt transmission lines through Bellevue neighborhoods.  
Where will it end? Letting the Energize Eastside project move forward 
will set a terrible precedent for our region by giving the green light (and 
a road map) for other utilities to come in and push Bellevue around. 
(Think Seattle City Light’s plan to buttress their transmission lines cur-
rently marring much of the Bellevue landscape). Do any of us really 
believe that Macquarie/PSE will be content with this one project? This 
is much bigger than the Eastside’s energy needs, this is a naked power 
play and land grab by an unscrupulous foreign profiteer with many long
-term personal and professional relationships within city hall (I will be 
happy to provide links to articles documenting the past bad behavior of 
the Macquarie group).  
     There are so many better alternatives to fattening up PSE’s profit 
margin without ruining the character of our many beautiful neighbor-
hoods.  
     In this rapidly changing and evolving energy landscape, 19th century 
solutions are proving to be bad choices for the 21st century.  
www.seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2024923972_ 
sundaybuzz02xml.html. Could Energize Eastside be one of PSE’s Hail 
Mary Passes? 
     Please heed these neighborhood leader’s warnings and consider a 
much brighter future for Bellevue.   

Sincerely,  
Keith Collins, Somerset Neighbor 
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      Anna Mickelson Cummins has been inducted into the  
University of Washington Husky Athletic Hall of Fame for the 
Class of 2014. Anna is one of the most honored and decorated 
Husky to compete for Women’s Crew. 
     From 1999 through 2002, Husky Varsity Women’s Rowing 
teams with Anna Mickelson as a member compiled an unparal-
leled 141-3 over Division 1, International and National Teams.   
Mickelson’s Husky career included four PAC-10 Rowing team 
Championships, three NCAA team championships, three PAC-
10 All-Conference first team selections and three times first 
team All-America. She was a three-time PAC-10 Rowing All-
Academic honoree as well as a three-time National Scholar 
Athlete. 
     Anna was an eight-year National Team Member, an Olym-
pic Gold Medalist (2008) and an Olympic Silver Medalist 
(2004), whose teams won five World Championships.  Anna’s 
teams twice broke the World Record for 2000 meter Women’s 
Eight World Best Time. 
     Anna was a four-time Seattle Sports Star of the Year –  
Nominee (2002, 2004, 2006, 2008).  
     The National Rowing Foundation inducted Anna Mickelson 

Cummins and her 2008 Olympic Gold Medal boat into the 
National Rowing Hall of Fame on May 31, 2014. 
      Anna grew up in Somerset, attending Somerset Elemen-
tary, Tyee Middle School and Newport High School. Anna 
spent summers at our Somerset Recreation Club.  
 

- Dave Mickelson, proud father 

Anna Mickelson Cummins Inducted into the  
University of Washington Husky Athletic Hall of Fame 
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Steve O’Donnell President 206 953-6483, sdofour@aol.com 

Aileen Wu Vice President  206 890-1717, akmc2@yahoo.com  

Gayle Niendorff Secretary/CRC 425 747-6786, gniendorff@comcast.net 

Jeff Mock Treasurer 425 747-6581, jkmock@gmail.com  

Bob Swegle Somerset PRIDE 425 747-5436, bsweg@msn.com  

Tom Caterson  Communications 206 355 9552, tcaterso@starbucks.com  

Samir Rustagi Website 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Tom Campbell CRC Chairman 425 641-4958, camptwc@comcast.net 

Judy Atherton Landscaping 425 641-9916, brentath@comcast.net 

Sean Cox Membership 425 505-2644, sean.ozel.cox@gmail.com  

Dave Mickelson Safety and Emergency Preparedness 425 829-8483, DaveMickleson@comcast.net 

Benson Zhang CRC Board 206 992-7655, bensonzhang@yahoo.com 

Gary Albert Signage/Directory 425 641-1937, albert.gary@gmail.com 

Lynn Eng-Lei Welcoming 206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com  

Kenn Gennari Maintenance 425 649-1056, k.gennari@comcast.net 

Kathy Judkins CRC non-Board member 425 641-0494, kathyjud46@comcast.net 

Samir Rustagi CRC non-Board member 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Diane Kehm SUN Editor/Directory non-Board member 360 265-5527 ddumelle@yahoo.com 

2014 SCA Board of Directors and Committee Members 

 Save the Date: Somerset Elementary School Auction - March 28, 2015   
 
     The date for the next biennial Somerset Elementary School PTSA Auction has been set for March 28, 2015. This year's auction, 
entitled "We Are the World," will be chaired by Tanya Franzen-Garrett and Emilie Castle. The event will be 
held at the Westin in Downtown Bellevue and will include dinner, silent and live auctions.  The auctioneer will 
be long-time Somerset resident Graham Crowe, who also auctioneered the very first auction at Somerset. 
     This event is extremely important to our Somerset community as it helps raise money for the school and its 
programs.  The reputation of the elementary school is one of the things that make Somerset great and a  
desirable place for people to live. Property values remain high due to this demand. Ultimately we will all  
benefit from a successful auction which will help the school maintain its excellence and in turn positively  
affect the value of our homes.  
     We need your help to make this a successful auction.  There are many ways that you can help: 
 
• Attend:  The auction ticket price is $75, which includes a fabulous dinner and entrance to our silent and  
live auctions. It will be a fun adult evening out. We've reserved two tables of ten just for Somerset  
Community members and hope you can join us. Email us at SomersetPTSAAuction2015@gmail.com to  
reserve your place today. There is also a VIP package (+$10) that includes wine tasting and early admittance 
to the auction. After the auction there will be an AfterParty (+$15) with live music by Middleman Bob,  
featuring Somerset’s Terry Brandli.  
 

• Donate: Do you have a business that could donate merchandise or  a gift cer tificate?  We are looking for great products to auc-
tion off at our live and silent auctions. 
 

• Sponsor: We have sponsorship packages star ting at $250 or  ads as low as $100. This is a great way to show your support of the 
school and get advertising exposure at the same time. Exposure for sponsorship would include almost 600 families at Somerset  
Elementary School and approximately 350 people who attend the auction. Advertising would include recognition on the Somerset 
Elementary School PTSA website, the auction program and at the event. 
 
     Please let Tanya or Emilie know if you have any questions about the event, donating or sponsoring by emailing us at: 

SomersetPTSAAuction2015@gmail.com 

Graham Crowe                      
Benefit Auctions Northwest          

Auctioneer & Somerset  
Resident  
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Babysitter Listing 
 
     The Somerset community is fortunate to have many 
youth interested in babysitting. Please respect their privacy 
and do not distribute this list beyond the neighborhood. If 
you know of someone who would like to be added to or 
deleted from the list, please contact Sun Editor Diane 
Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com. 

   Do you want to start a Somerset Group? Send an email to the 
SUN Editor Diane Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com to place an ad 
(no charge) in the SUN. Want to participate in an existing Group or 
Club? Contact the Club/Group Chair listed below and start having 
more fun with your Neighbors! 

Somerset Community Interest Groups 

Club              Chair       Contact 
50 and Over Singles     Kathy Judkins          641-0494 

Senior Skiers     Bob Miller          641-7414 

Walkers                   Seeking Chair    

Quilters                    Seeking Chair    

Chinese Club                  Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966  

Bridge                   Seeking Chair 

Babysitting Co-Op                Tammy Alford          746-2454 

Garden Club                  Fran Robinson          747-2953 

Sunshine Committee                 Kathleen Sherman       401-9058 

Welcoming Committee                Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966 

Social Committee                Seeking Chair    

Book Club                  Becky Mills      425-223-6520  

Bible Study (non-denominational)   Carrie Myers          643-6655 

Classical Music Concerts                 Seeking Chair   

Somerset Woods              Aileen Wu                  497-2477  

Somerset Playgroup                         Seeking Chair 

SomersetMoms                                 sylvia.vasilik@gmail.com 

Somerset Women for Medic One  Diane Woods          746-5930  

Some Clubs Need Leaders 
 
 

     The following Community Interest Groups are in need of a  
chairperson: Walkers, Quilters, Bridge, Social Committee,  
Classical Music Concerts, and Somerset Playgroup.  
   Please contact anyone on the Board if you are interested in  
chairing a Club, or if you would like to start a new one centered 
around a different interest group! 

Somerset Singles 50 and Over 
      

 
     The singles group is now four years old. We continue to meet 
every Monday evening at 5 pm for Happy Hour in the bar at  
Ricardo’s in Factoria. No 99-cent taco’s anymore, but reasonable 
menu items and prices for alcoholic and non alcoholic beverages. 
We welcome newcomers. Either show up at Ricardo’s in the bar 
area on a Monday night or contact me at kathyjud46@comcast.net 
or 425-260-4324. We continue to meet for a movie or go to dinner 
or take trips or cruises together. Everyone who has joined this 
group thought that they were the only single in Somerset. We even 
have three members who do not live in the neighborhood. We are 
always happy to meet new singles. So don’t hesitate to come enjoy 
the fun. We also have potluck dinners at member’s homes  
occasionally. It is especially lonely being single over the holidays, 
so now is a good time to come meet us. 

 

- Kathy Judkins, Club Coordinator 
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Travel Feature - San Francisco 

 
Dear Readers, 
   Can you believe this? In 1867 America’s first “ugly law” was 
instituted here prohibiting unsightly people from showing their 
face in public. Thankfully this absurd law was repealed. It’s true 
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” All human beings and  
animals were born in the buff. Apparently showing you birthday 
suit out in public was perfectly legal up until 2013. Keep your 
clothes on! Decency is in order for my residents and visitors!  
Denim jeans are known all over the world as an everyday wear 
item and fashion statement. The back story of denim is it was  
invented right here in 1873 by German immigrant Levi Strauss. 

Its’ original use 
was for miners 
who needed a 
tough, durable, 
comfortable ma-
terial that would 
be long lasting 
and protect their 
skin. I use to be 
part of Mexico 
until the 1848 
Mexican-

American war. Hop on and enjoy the ride. The only place in the 
nation where you are able to ride on a moving national monument, 
it beats standing all day like most monuments. At least I get my 
exercise. For all the Godfather fans out there the creator Francis 
Ford Coppola wrote portions of the mafia trilogy at my first coffee 
shop Café Trieste. Oh don’t forget to try a delightful brew of Irish 
coffee brought here in 1952 from Ireland; you are bound to find it 
in a treasure trove of 300 coffee shops within my boundaries. Pub-
lic enemy #1 himself 
gangster Al Capone 
spent time for his 
misdeeds at the rock 
(Alcatraz). You’ll be 
surprised apparently 
he had musical talent 
playing the banjo at 
Sunday concerts with 
the inmate band the 
Rock Islanders. 
Don’t you agree such a fitting name? I arrived in at 4th place in 
the world in terms of billionaires living within my city limits and 
on the other hand an unfortunate reality, all too common problem 

of having the highest number of 
homeless inhabitants. This is a  
distinction not to boast about. What 
are your thoughts about reducing 
homelessness? Now that’s steep! 
The steepest street at 31.5 degrees 
is Filbert between Hyde and  
Leavenworth. Crookedest, crooked-
est, crookedest. Say that word three 
fast, I always have fun saying that 
myself. Lombard Street is not my 
crookedest; Vermont Avenue be-
tween 22nd and 23rd is the crook-
edest.  You thought some people 
are chock full of contradictions. 

Well they have competition introducing Washington Square Park. 

It’s a contradiction here it goes: It is not a square it has five side, 
the statue in the middle of the park is not George Washington, 
it’s Ben Franklin, located in north beach which is not a beach. 
Enough said! Outside of China I 
am home to the largest Chinese 
community in the world. The for-
tune cookie originates here,  
created by Japanese immigrant 
Makoto Hagwara.  Not a single 
bank went out of business by the 
great depression. Business in fact 
was so great the city built the 
Golden Gate Bridge and Oakland 
bay bridge. What were they up to? 
My street names are stamped into the sidewalks after the 1906 
earthquake. So people are able to navigate there way in the city 
in case of another big one. I have a suggestion, why make it  
easier make them glow in the dark. How cool would that be? 
American inventor and television pioneer Mr. Philo Taylor 
Farnsworth transmitted the first television image on September 
7th, 1927. Bombshell Marilyn Monroe married her love baseball 
legend Jo DiMaggio in city hall in 1954. Less than a year later 

their marriage 
was kaput, but 
their love for 
each other never 
waned. Fearless 
pioneering Gay 
rights activist and 
a board supervi-
sor of the city 
and truly an in-
spiration Harvey 
Milk, was tragi-
cally gunned 
down in 1978 by 

a nutcase Don White known the world over for “The Twinkie 
defense.” What a silly name as awful as the crime committed 
was. Go check out the must see movie Milk starring Sean Penn. 
Before 1847 I was known by Yerba Buena Spanish word for 
“Good Herb,” for the fragrant mint growing along my shoreline. 
I am built on 43 hills. Enough of me rambling and raving on 
about myself you come visit the people, places, things, events 
and stories that 
leave a lasting 
impression. Who 
would dare to  
disagree, the  
beautiful city by 
the bay San  
Francisco? 
 
Leave a piece of 
your heart here, 
San Francisco 

 

 
 

- Email Erica at ehale473@hotmail.com with questions, 
comments and other feedback about her column.  

The City By The Bay & The City That Knows How  
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