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Join us on Facebook  

facebook.com/groups/somerset98006/ 

Welcome to Somerset! 
 

Dear New Somerset Families, 
 
   Welcome to our wonderful neighborhood of Somerset. 
"The best neighborhood with top 
rated schools in the Puget Sound 
Region." 
   After moving in please call or e-
mail me as you have an opportunity 
to receive a welcoming package 
that I will deliver to your home. 
   It contains valuable information 
regarding the neighborhood and a 
very nice color map of Somerset. 
   I am excited to meet you and your family.  
 
- Lynn Eng-Lei, Welcoming Committee  
206-234-5966, 
lynne@johnlscott.com 

 
   Weather-wise this summer has been a warm, even "hot" 

one as far as record books go and our yards and gardens are 

looking lush as a result. Lots of tomatoes this season! 

   The past few months we've seen a great deal of "hot" real 

estate activity and along with it much progress made 

throughout our Somerset Community with respect to up-

grading our homes and property. Many remodels and land-

scape make-overs that just look terrific. New fences, decks 

and even a few new driveways as well as a significant num-

ber of fresh coats of paint. Please remember to complete the 

CRC application for various projects. You can go to 

www.SOMERSET98006.org to download the appropriate 

form and send it in to our Covenant Review Committee 

headed by Tom Campbell. 

   Of course our big summer happening was again our enor-

mously successful 7th Annual Kid's 4th of July Walking 

Parade and Family BBQ Picnic in the Park … see photos in 

this edition of the SUN. Many thanks to all who helped en-

sure another successful event and especially to Tammy Al-

ford, our Chairwoman who does such a fantastic job every 

A Productive and Fun Summer in Somerset 

year! Everyone loves a parade and ours just keeps getting 

bigger and better! 

   Additionally there have been about a dozen Emergency 

Preparedness & Safety and Block Watch BBQs around the 

hill this summer as we continue to strive to have all the resi-

dents of our Somerset Neighborhood prepared. A shameless 

plug for my company, check out the website at: 

www.americanpreparedness.com  

   More areas of our community are getting organized and 

trained. If you would like to become a Block Captain please 

contact Dave Mickelson our SCA Chairman of EP&S for 

more information. 

   And now it's almost time to go back to school and maybe 

even catch a little football!   We hope you've had a wonder-

ful summer with friends, family and neighbors.  

 

All the best regards, 
 

- Steve O’Donnell, SCA President 2013 



 

 

Somerset SUN                                                        NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS_______________________________________3 

 Totes, Tarps, Trailers,  
Trucks and Trees... 

 
… and oh yes, boats, RVs and campers...not 
to mention cars left out on the street  
endlessly. 
   This past year we've seen excellent  
improvement on all fronts but more work is 
needed. Thanks to all who tuck their garbage, recycle and yard 
waste totes away and out of sight after collection day each week. 
If you cannot stow them in your garage perhaps they can be hid-
den along the side of your garage or house by some shrubbery so 
they are not seen from the street. 
   If a tarp is a must for projects such as a leaky roof/chimney or 
covering a delivery of bark/compost please use the dark brown 
or dark green versus the bright blue and reflective silver colored 
tarps that are so unsightly. These are available at the various 
home improvement stores. Please don't leave tarps out indefi-
nitely. 
   Trailers, trucks, boats, RVs and campers are not to be left 
parked out on the street or even on driveways, rather they should 
be parked in garages or behind a side yard fence provided they 
do not block the view of your uphill neighbors. The best alterna-
tive is to stow them at a storage facility and certainly not parked 
in your front yard.  And don't forget, cars are not supposed to be 
parked on the street more than 24 hour periods...and please don't 

block the mailman and garbage trucks. Many thanks! 
   And now we come to TREES and shrubs. Somerset is a 
"view" community and as such we have View Covenants. 
We're also a very mature community, noting our 50th  
Anniversary next year, and so our neighborhood enjoys very 
green environment with developed landscapes.  
   Generally speaking our covenants provide for a 20' height 
limit of trees and shrubs so as to not block your neighbors' 
view(s). Trees and shrubs can quite easily and inexpensively 
be maintained to those limits or lower if blocking views. 
They can be limbed up, thinned or "windowed, " topped and 
in some cases even removed if necessary. Talk with your 
neighbors, work and cooperate with your neighbors to avoid 
lengthy and costly disputes. A great deal of monetary value is 
placed on views and thus we want to preserve our views and 
at the same time protect our greenscape throughout Somerset. 
Do not plant trees that will grow above 20' and/or block 
views even if not that tall. Remove all trees 8" in diameter or 
less that you do not want in your landscape and/or that would 
likely block views. Most of the vine maple, cottonwoods and 
alders that spring up and grow rapidly are all volunteer starts 
and not part of any landscape plan and need to be annually 
plucked BEFORE they block views. Many thanks for paying 
special attention to view blocking trees, limbs and shrubs and 
for working cooperatively with your neighbors. Thank you! 
 

- Steve O'Donnell, '13 SCA President 
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Somerset PRIDE — Catch It! 
 

   The "Dog Days of Summer" have brought us some of the sunni-
est days in years, readily evidenced in the brown lawns of those 
determined to avoid the use of water. This situation calls to mind 
the story told in my June SUN article of the excitement in the 
Gales Addition community of Port Angeles. This community 
gained international attention when a "namesake" of mine, Barry 
Swegle bulldozed four homes when his patience was tested over a 
property line issue. 
   Even before the bulldozing Gales was notably charm chal-
lenged, looking the antithesis of the canons of "Better Homes and 
Gardens"; featuring as it did 
such elements of rusticity as cor-
roding mobile homes, rusting 
cars resting in high grass on flat-
tened tires, and recreational 
"wrecks' flanking the scorched 
grass of  front yards. 
   This pestilential culture could 
be called "Gales Addition Chic". 
That characterization might be-
come part of my repertoires I call attention to certain of our aes-
thetic challenges on Somerset. 
   I say "pestilential" because negligence and indifference can be-
come virulent, as it did in Gales Addition, a community enor-
mously favored by incredible views of the very near Olympic 
mountains, and in the opposite direction, also very close, the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca. 
   This takes me to a call received within the past week; a request 
to examine the neglected landscape of one of our premier view 
property homes, an  architecturally unique and handsome home, 
likely worth two million dollars. This is a home, once thoughtful-
ly landscaped, but now an island of neglect in a very nice neigh-
borhood. Evidence suggests that water has been denied to those 
plantings which once enhanced the beauty of this home. "Gales 
Addition Chic" can find its way to our beautiful community.  
   And though we've witnessed wonderful landscaping improve-
ment at the corner of SE 43rd Place, a street along which many 
neighbors seem to have taken a vow against lawn irrigation, we 
still have evidence of surprising neglect just up hill of SE 44th 
Street on our iconic Somerset Blvd. Again, it is the problem of 
slopes, out of sight of the homeowner, a problem further ex-
plained by rear entrance private road access. 
   But we can greatly celebrate the newly laid out landscaping at 
the corner of SE 51st street and Somerset Drive. It is our good 
fortune to have such thoughtful owners. Over on 133rd Avenue 
we've seen recent improvement at the home of an owner (perhaps 
ex-owner) who had admitted declaring war on the neighbors, a 
war prosecuted by his aggressive neglect; his response to their 
insensitivity. Now the burned lawn has been mowed and the 
shrubs have been trimmed so that garage doors can be seen again.  
   Let’s all ask if we can justifiably be proud of the maintenance of 
our property, and feel comfortable that our neighbors on all sides 
can appreciate our care.  

- Bob Swegle, PRIDE Committee Chair 

Real Estate Market Update 
 

   The Somerset market continues to be very 
active, and many homes are selling above the 
listed price due to multiple offers. 
 
   The average fixed rate on a 30-year mort-
gage is 4.37 percent (up from January’s rate of 
3.41 percent), which is also fueling buyers 
desire to get under contract on a home before 
rates go higher. 
 
Following is a recap of the market so far 
this year: 
 
Number of Active Listings: 7 
Number of Pending Listings:  7 
 
Number of Closed Homes YTD:  40 
Average price active: $739,950 
Average price pending: $738,562 
Average price sold: $852,517 
 
Prices range from $532,000 to $1,500,000 

 
For more information on available Somerset 

homes and  
recent sales, go to: www.somersetsun.com 

 
   We would like to extend a personal wel-
come to all of the new families in our commu-
nity.  If you have not received a visit from our 
committee (whether you own or rent), please 
let us know  so we can make arrangements to 
stop by.  We look forward to meeting you! 
 
 - Mary Lee, Membership Co-Chair 
(425) 941-4229 or 
marylee@windermere.com 
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Somerset neighbor and parent. Honest and 
experienced. You can count on your neighbor 
realtor. I guarantee to work hard and get you 
top dollar for your home. Please give me the 
opportunity to help you with your next move.  

*John L Scott “Gold Club” Award* 
*1999 Rookie of the year* 

Sold 7/15/13 
6162 144th Pl SE 

Lynn Eng-Lei, Broker   
 

John L Scott 
206-234-5966 
lynne@johnlscott.com 
Speaks Chinese 

 NEWPORT WAY SIDEWALK  
AND BIKE LANE UPDATE 

   In the last Somerset Sun we described the need for sidewalks and 
bike lanes from the entrance of Somerset on Newport Way to 150th 
Ave SE and urged you to contact Bellevue City Council and  
Bellevue Transportation Commission.  
   Since then, the Somerset Community Association Board has  
endorsed the push for the completion of sidewalks and bikes lanes 
along Newport Way. Earlier Monthaven Homeowners Association 
made the same endorsement. 
   We are gaining traction with the City of Bellevue. At a June 3 City 
Council Study Session, Mike McCormick Huentelman, Bellevue 
neighborhood Outreach Manager, reported to the City Council that 
the Eastgate/Newport Way community wants sidewalks connecting 
the school, library and community center.  Deputy Mayor Jennifer 
Robertson agreed with this need.  In light of the cancellation of the 
Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP), she stated that she 
wanted to ensure a certain amount of funding would go to neighbor-
hood projects like the Newport Way sidewalk. She later indicated 
that ongoing advocacy at the Transportation Commission, staff and 
Council level is important to remind the Commission and Council 

how critical this project is. 
   At the June 17 Bellevue City Council meeting, four Bellevue  
residents made public statements regarding the need for sidewalks 
and bike lanes along Newport Way. David Berg, Bellevue  
Transportation Director, reported on his assessment of the  
Annexation Area Transportation Capital Investment needs,  

including Newport Way Sidewalks. The estimated cost for the 
Newport Way sidewalks and bike lanes on both sides could be as 
high was $10.5 million. Large capital projects are initially funded 
for a pre-design phase which would involve COMMUNITY  
OUTREACH. The Council directed Mr. Berg to try to find funds 
within his current budget to begin a predesign plan so that when the 
Capital Improvement budget is updated in December of 2014, the 
Transportation Department will be ready to proceed with the  
project, assuming it is approved by Bellevue City Council.   
   At a July 18 South Bellevue Community Meeting, various city 
staff, as well as Councilman Kevin Wallace, reiterated that they 
were well aware of need to complete the sidewalks and bike lanes 
from Somerset Blvd. to 150th SE.  
   The City of Bellevue updates its capital budget every two years.  
The next update will be in December 2014.  We need to make sure 
that Newport Way sidewalks are given high priority in that budget 
proposal. Keep up the emails and contacts with Bellevue City 
Council and the various city departments below. Attend community 
outreach meetings announced for the pre-design process-  
probably in 2014.  
   Bellevue City Council email (one email will go to all council 
members): council@bellevuewa.gov. Bellevue Transportation 
Commission: pkrawczyk@bellevuewa.gov. Bellevue Planning 
Commission: jsteedman@bellevuewa.gov Questions? Want to 
help?  Contact us at newportwaylibraryassociation@gmail.com 
- Kristi Weir, Somerset resident and member of Newport Way  
Library Association Jan Medley, Somerset resident, Barbara  
Spindel, President, Newport Way Library Association 

Sold 8/20/13 
4509 145th Ave Se  
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   While law enforcement from our City of Bellevue are 

working to investigate, apprehend (58 so far this year in 

Bellevue) and prosecute home burglars we must do all we 

can to make our homes as safe and secure as we can to  

possibly deter a home burglary. What are those steps?  

   First, if you do not have a home security system consider 

having one installed now. If you already have a system be 

sure you and the members of your family know how to use 

and indeed to activate when you're away. Most home  

burglaries occur during the week/work days between the 

hours of 10:00AM and 3:00PM when no one is home. 

   Most of these burglaries are what are referred to as: 

Smash, Grab and Dash. What else can we do to prevent this 

from happening. Well, make your home look lived in, like 

someone is home. Adjust shades and blinds. Have a  

number of interior and exterior lights on timers and motion 

activated flood lights. Dave Swanson, our own Somerset 

neighbor is an excellent electrician and can help you with 

some installation of these type of light fixtures and  

switches that do provide some deterrent. Dave's number is: 

206-396-1574. 

 

   Leave on 

some music, TV 

and/or radio so 

that there is 

some noise. 

Alert your 

neighbors when 

you're going to 

be away.  

Arrange to have 

someone stay at 

your home or 

coordinate with 

your neighbors 

to put away 

your totes and 

collect your  

papers. Especially the Friday Bellevue Reporter...do NOT 

leave those out on your driveway apron all weekend or allow 

them to build up...a sure sign that no one is home which is 

exactly what the burglars are looking for, they do NOT want 

to enter an occupied residence. Consider getting a dog if you 

don't already have one. 

   Do NOT leave valuables in cars parked out on the street 

and/or in your driveway or in your garage.  

   Do NOT leave garage door openers in vehicles left outside. 

Be sure to lock your car if the garage door is coded into your 

new cars system.  Do not have your home address in your 

navigation system.  Keep your car registration hidden and 

not in your unlocked glove box of your car. 

   DO lock your interior door to your home from your garage. 

   When vendors and solicitors come to your door do NOT 

open the door just because they are there and knocking … 

especially if you don't know who is at your door. It is  

recommended that you "respond" to someone at your door 

by speaking through your closed door. Again, if uncomfort- 

able or you feel threatened call 911.  

   The above are just a few suggestions to help you help 

yourself secure your home and make it and your family more 

safe so that you don't become a victim of home burglary. 

We'll continue with more Home Safety Tips in future SUN 

quarterly newsletters. 

   And remember when you see something out of place,  

suspicious or that you just don't feel comfortable with Call 

911 with a description and license plate number if you have 

an opportunity to get this information which will help our 

law enforcement officers immensely. 

   BE SAFE & BE WELL! AND thank you for being the best 

neighbors in Bellevue! 

 
- Steve O'Donnell, 2013 SCA President 

Home Safety Tips to Help Deter a Burglary 
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   Look around our neighborhood while you are driving or  
walking through it. Try a street or path that is new to you.  
Residents have planted so many beautiful trees and shrubs 
which turn to a rainbow of gorgeous color as the season  
progresses. Dogwoods, vine maples, Japanese maples, cherries 
and others light up the landscape, while viburnum and barberry 
add vibrant notes making Somerset a lovely place to see. It isn't 
necessary to drive to the mountains to view fall color. We can 
enjoy it right here at home.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
   The onset of rainfall and cooler temperatures make fall a good 
time to plant.  Remove diseased or poorly performing plants 
and replace them with disease resistant or drought tolerant  
varieties suitable for the site, light and soil conditions. Proper 
drainage is important in areas with hard clay soil. Organic soil 
amendments loosen the hard clay and provide nutrients for 
plants as the amendments decompose. Clean away all leaves 
and debris and mulch with compost on perennial beds or bark 
around trees and shrubs. A well-kept landscape enhances the 
neighborhood. For ideas the Bellevue Botanical Garden is an 
excellent place to begin and the Sunset Western Garden Book 
provides good reference material.                                                                                                                                           
   Signature Landscape continues to care for the Somerset com-
mon areas. They are using a truck mounted tank to hand water 
the newly landscaped areas east of Somerset School and below 
the club pool along Somerset Boulevard. A trident shaped wand  

 

on a hose connected to the water tank is used to inject water 
deep into the plant roots. The plants are drought tolerant natives 
that will thrive without hand-watering once established. You 
may have seen the crew working in the neighborhood on  
Saturdays.  
 

- Judy Atherton, Landscape Chair 

Beautifully Landscaped Yards Reflect Positively on Community as a Whole 
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properties into compliance prior to listing them on the market. 
Involving the CRC in property issues prior to selling your home 
allows for significantly easier transactions between existing 
neighbors and new members of our community.  
   As CRC chairperson, it is my goal that educating the  
community on existing covenants will also help reduce  
neighborhood tensions. I have been met with combative  
behavior when attempting to assist in covenant disputes. I have 
witnessed homeowners engaged in litigation, having to endure 
the expense of attorneys and additional costs to defend the  
published covenants.  Understanding the covenants and the role 
that the CRC plays in the Somerset community will help  
prevent costly disputes and help maintain reasonable  
relationships between neighbors. Despite these challenges, the 
CRC would like to recognize and thank those homeowners who 
have worked together on resolving differences between their 
properties over the past several months. 
   Information and forms can be found at the Somerset website: 
www.somerset98006.org under the CRC tab.  
  Please call me if you have any questions or concerns. I am a 
volunteer and have a full-time job. For those of you that have 
complaints in process that you believe have not been handled in 
a timely manner I apologize. 

 
- Tom Campbell, CRC Chairman  

   We have been through three quarters of the year of 2013 and 
I’d like to thank all the neighbors who have kept their yards, 
shrubs and trees within the Somerset Community Division 
Covenants and the City of Bellevue Codes. These efforts help 
make Somerset a beautiful community. With the up-turn in the 
economy, there are quite a few neighbors taking advantage of 
this opportunity by selling their property hoping to receive a 
fair value for their home. The views from some Somerset 
homes cannot be repeated anywhere in the area and I appreciate 
the efforts everyone has made to make their residence in  
compliance with the City of Bellevue codes and Somerset 
Community Association covenants. The Covenant Review 
Committee (CRC) and the Somerset Community thanks you. 
   Although most community members appreciate the purpose 
of community covenants, the CRC faces ongoing issues.  
Educating neighbors is a CRC priority and crucial for  
understanding the covenant guidelines and neighborhood  
relations. All Somerset families should have received a copy of 
the CRC covenants in the paper work you received when  
purchasing your home. However, for neighbors who did not 
receive a copy of the Covenants or were not told of your  
Covenants by the Selling or Buying Real Estate agent, please 
contact me for a copy of the covenants along with the names of 
the Real Estate Agents and the specific Real Estate Company 
(camptwc@yahoo.com).  It is the goal of the CRC to resolve 
issues and complaints between neighbors and help bring  

Understanding the Covenants and the Role of the CRC are Key 

http://www.somerset98006.org
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Why Posture Matters 
By Bob and Anna Cummins 
CumminsChiropractic.com 
 
   Did you know that your posture today can determine your day-
to-day energy levels, how fast you age and your future success in 
business?  
   Over the course of life, many of us can recall receiving posture 
reminders such as these:  
A parent admonishes, “Raise your chin up, quit slouching!” 
A Tyee teacher demands, “Sit up straight in your chair!” 
A Backstage Dance instructor reminds, “Find your center!” 
      Since most adults no longer have someone nearby to dole out 
daily reminders for good posture, here are three impressive studies 
to bring you back to good posture and all the benefits that come 
with optimal body position. 
 
Depression and Energy 
   In the journal Biofeedback, a study found that simply choosing 
to alter body posture to a more upright position can improve mood 

and energy levels. The subjects 
walked down a hallway in a 
slouched position and then 
skipped down the hallway. 
   The whole group reported 
slouched walking decreased en-
ergy levels while skipping in-
creased energy. The participants 
were also asked to rate their gen-
eral depression levels. Those 
generally more depressed noted 
far lower energy levels after 

slouched walking than those who were generally not experiencing 
depression. 
   Rather than slouching, consciously bringing yourself upright can 
relieve dis-ease, low mood, and increase energy throughout the 
day! Try the 50/10 rule if you sit a lot at work. For every 50 
minutes you sit, get up and move around for 10 minutes. Walk the 
halls with a colleague while discussing a project, take the stairs 
outside for a quick breath of fresh air or stand up and stretch while 
completing your calls at your desk. 
 
Aging and Independence 
   Did you know that your posture can predict your future risk of 
disability? According to a Japanese study just published in  
Journals of Gerontology Series A the shape of a person’s spinal 
column may be an indicator of their need for home assistance later 
in life. If you knew you could do something now to change things 
down the road, would you do it? No one wants to require help 
with bathing, feeding, dressing, going to the bathroom and other 
simple activities of daily living later in life.  
 
Success in the Business World 
   According to the research provided by Amy Cuddy, a Social 
Psychologist and professor at Harvard Business School, spending 
two minutes in a power pose change what someone thinks about 
you!    Your stance, broadly speaking, signals to the world how 
energetic, confident, and powerful you are. Slumped shoulders, a 
slow pace, and a sagging belly are taken by the world to mean that 
you lack confidence, that you don’t have much energy, and that 

you are probably less important, successful, and  
powerful as a result. These impressions may be neither  
accurate nor fair, but they are the inevitable results of the 
fleeting impressions.   
   Her research shows that the body’s nervous system response 
to a “power pose” for just two minutes resulted in a 20%  
increase in testosterone and low power posing resulting in a 
10% decrease.  Cortisol had a 25% decrease after two minutes 
of the power pose, and the low power posers had about a 15% 
increase in cortisol. What’s the big deal?  Well, cortisol, for 
example is a stress  
hormone that puts you in a fight or flight state, decreases your 
brain function, and that when high is associated with diabetes 
and weight gain. 
   At Cummins Chiropractic and Wellness, we share about the 
importance of posture and correct body positioning frequently 
because our nervous systems are directly influenced by our 
structure.  Think of your spine as a water hose going from 
your brain out to water your body.  With good posture, your 
body can grow and do what it was designed to do.  If your 
posture is unbalanced or “kinked” like a hose in any way, your 
body doesn’t get the full flow of communication from the 
nervous system.  A kinked hose doesn’t spurt water from the 
hose as well as a non-kinked hose. 
   Chiropractic is focused on optimizing the function of your 
nervous system.  That’s right, optimize that hose and optimize 
your body’s regulation of hormones, not to mention all the 
other functions your nervous system is in control of. 
   The evidence is clear: If you want to live an active, healthy, 
long life, your ideal 100 Year Lifestyle, you’ve got to have a 
healthy spine and nervous system. Place your success, energy 
and independence at the top of your list by making your  
posture a high priority. 
 

-Anna Cummins is a 2008 Olympic Gold and Silver  
medalist in women’s rowing. She is a Somerset native, and 

she and her husband Dr. Bob Cummins own and operate  
Cummins Chiropractic & Wellness. Cummins Chiropractic 

& Wellness is a 100 Year Lifestyle Affiliate Office.  

Anna Cummins Dr. Bob Cummins 
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     As we approach the end of a most wonderful summer 
and our EP&S summer BBQs that have been taking place 
around and throughout our Somerset neighborhood we're 
reminded that we do need to be prepared, most importantly 
for a natural disaster which, we all know would be a major 
earthquake or storm.  
   What questions should we be asking of ourselves about 
getting our family prepared? 
   Do we have a plan? 
   And at a minimum do we have food and water for a mini-
mum of three days? 
   If Hurricane Sandy on our eastern seaboard has taught us 
anything that the "calvary" i.e. government emergency ser-
vices might be so overwhelmed that they simply would not 
be able to respond to all the needs for possibly weeks on 
end and our critical infrastructure might be severely dam-
aged that we are literally on our own for an extended period 
of time. 
   Here is a short list of essentials as provided by the 
City of Bellevue's Office of Emergency Management: 
   Have at least one gallon of clean fresh water on hand for 
each person per day. Remember you have 50 gallons in 
your hot water heater and you could immediately fill up 
your bath tub(s) for added supply. 

   Food: Ready to eat, freeze dried and canned AND a can 
opener. Extra batteries, flash lights and even light sticks. A 
battery, crank, solar radio. First Aid kit and your Medications 
with a list. Whistle for Life. 
   Blankets, toilet paper, garbage bags, good walking shoes, 
warm clothing. Baby food and pet food if applicable. A non 
alcoholic anti microbial hand sanitizer such as Byotrol (not 
Purell which is alcohol based).  
   And remember you need these bare essentials not only for 
your home but for your vehicles and for your workplace. Here 
is another shameless plug for my company in the event that 
you don't want to build your own Emergency Kits...check out: 
www.americanpreparedness.com for all inclusive kits already 
assembled that you can purchase.  
   Oh, and don't forget a tool to turn off your gas and water if 
need be but first know where and how to accomplish that.  
   And finally, talk with and work with your neighbors. Have a 
secure extra set of your personal important documents.  
Exchange "contact" lists with your neighbors so that you can 
help each other in the event of a severe storm and/or  
earthquake event. 

 
- Steve O’Donnell, ‘13 SCA President 

Get Prepared, Be Prepared, and Stay Prepared! 

Neighborhoods Serve Up Emergency Preparedness & Safety BBQs This Summer 

SE 47th St. neighbors at their annual Emergency Preparedness & Safety potluck BBQ on August 17th. 
Hosted by Angela Cheung and Matt Sekits. Katie Banks of the American Red Cross Seattle Chapter gave 
a presentation on Disaster Preparedness. 
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Longtime Habitat for Humanity Volunteers Reid and Galen Mickelsen Honored  

in the Company of President Jimmy Carter and Rosalynn Carter 

S omerset residents Reid and Galen Mick-
elsen have volunteered with Habitat for Humani-
ty for the past twelve years, and during that time 
have helped build close to 100 homes in the Se-
attle area. As a result of their volunteer service, 
they were recently invited to attend a weekend 
event in Atlanta with former U.S. President Jim-
my Carter and his wife, Rosalynn. In this photo, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mickelsen are standing with the 
Carters on the front porch of Jimmy Carter's 
boyhood home where crops of corn and peanuts 
continue to grow in the fields.  
   Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that builds houses affordably, using primari-
ly volunteer labor, and sells them at cost, with no 
profit and no interest to low-income working 
families.  For more information about our local 
Habitat for Humanity affiliate in Seattle - King 
County, visit www.habitatskc.org. 

   The following information comes from the Habitat News Blog 
dated February 14, 2013, when Reid and Galen were selected for the 
Volunteer Spotlight of the Month in February:       (continued on Page 13)       
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 (continued from Page 12) “When you think you had a part, 
even if it was a small part, in making that many people 
have houses, that makes you feel pretty good,” said Ga-
len. 
   The Mickelsens have been married for 52 years and 
while they enjoy sharing this common interest of volun-
teering with Habitat together, what they enjoy most is 
meeting and working with so many wonderful people. 
   “There is a sense of community that has been created,” 
said Galen. “We have had thanksgiving dinner every sin-
gle year on the construction site together. We are all very 
different, but we enjoy and appreciate each other.” 
   When asked if they have gained any skills from their 
volunteer experience with habitat. Galen gushes that Reid 
already has almost every skill imaginable, stating there’s 
nothing he can’t do. She explains that she has benefited 
by learning a great deal about handy work, from hammer-
ing nails, to caulking and painting. 
   The Mickelsen’s believe that providing people with 
housing is an essential need. When they are not volunteer-
ing at Habitat SKC, they enjoy spending time with their 
two adult children, Andrea and Derek. Galen also volun-
teers weekly at a horseback riding center. They are also 
avid Mariners fans. 

 

Reid and Galen Mickelsen 

Photo courtesy of Habitat for Humanity, Seattle-King County 
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     As summer turns to fall, the kids are returning to 
school and the City Council is also returning from our 
August recess refreshed, recharged and ready to work 
for you. This fall the Council will be engaged in many 
important endeavors to ensure continued excellence of 
services in Bellevue. This article will update you on the 
status of the Newport Way Sidewalk Project and our 
City Manager recruitment process. 
   The Newport Way Sidewalk Project is gaining 
traction with the Council.  The Newport Way  
sidewalk project is one that is very important to the 
Somerset and Eastgate Communities.  One reason I was 

excited about annexing Eastgate is that 
it created the opportunity for Bellevue 
to do this project, which will increase 
safety while connecting Somerset, 
Tyee Middle School, the Newport Way 
Library, and the South Bellevue  
Community Center. The Council has 
experienced an outpouring of advocacy 
to move this project forward. The  
Council has already taken some  

important first steps to make this project a reality.   
   I was able to move this project into environmental 
review for inclusion into our 12-year Transportation 
Facilities Plan (TFP) with the help of Councilmembers 
Kevin Wallace and John Stokes as well as Mayor  
Conrad Lee. Adding the Newport Way sidewalk project 
to the TFP is crucial because that is the list from which 
the Council chooses which capital projects to fund. The 
opportunity for formal inclusion of this into the TFP 
will take place this fall when environmental review is 
complete. Additionally, I will be advocating inclusion 
of the initial design money for the project in our mid-
biennium budget update this fall. By taking these two 
actions this year, the project will be in a better position 
to compete for full funding when we adopt a new  
7-Year Capital Budget in December 2014.  
Councilmember Wallace has committed to helping me 

move this project into 
the TFP and to allocate 
funding for initial de-
sign, but these are both 
actions are still pending 
and we will need  
continued community 
support to ensure that 
both of these actions 
occur this fall.  There-
fore, if you care about 
this project, please  
advocate both the  

Sidewalk Project Update and City Manager Recruitment Process 

Jennifer Robertson 

inclusion of this project in the TFP and the  
appropriation of design money in the mid-biennium 
update by contacting the Council throughout the fall.  
You can come to any council meeting and share your 
comments or you may email the Council at  
Council@bellevuewa.gov. 
   City Manager Recruitment Process. The City 
Council is fully engaged in recruiting our next City 
Manager. We have hired a National search firm (Colin 
Baenziger & Associates) to assist us in finding the best 
candidate for the job. We also have met individually 
and as a Council with our search firm to help define 
the ideal candidate for the job.  In August, our search 
firm held several community meetings to listen to the 
community about what traits are important for our next 
city manager. All of this input will be used to create a 
search profile so that our consultant can match  Belle-
vue’s criteria with the ideal candidates. We  
expect to have 
the search pro-
file estab-
lished and the 
search on-
going by the 
time this issue 
is in your  
mailbox. The 
Council will 
continue to 
work closely 
with our  
consultant to find the best candidates to  
present to the community this fall. Once we have our 
short list of finalists, we will hold an open community 
reception to introduce them to interested community 
members. We are targeting October or November for 
timing of this event. Assuming the search goes as 
planned; we will have our next city manager on the job 
by the first of the year. If you have input on the  
qualities you would like to see in our next city  
manager, please email CMSearch@bellevuewa.gov.  
You can also ask to be included in the e-list to receive 
notice of outreach events in this process.   
   As always, if you wish to discuss any city issues, 
please feel free to contact me via email or phone at: 
j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov or 425-516-5877. 
 
 
 
- Jennifer Robertson is a member of the Bellevue City 
Council and is the Bellevue Deputy Mayor. She lives 
with her husband and three children in Somerset.   
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 Changing our City for the Better — 
One Improvement at a Time 

Dear Neighbors, 
   You may have seen the hundreds of yard signs popping up this month with 
the names of candidates for the City Council, School Board, and other  
important positions in our local government. However, the election this  
November is more than about just any specific candidate. Instead, it is about 
keeping Bellevue on the right track. 
   During my twenty years serving on the Bellevue City Council, I have always 
believed that one of the highest priorities of our local government should be to 
improve our quality of life and preserve our neighborhoods. I have pushed my 
fellow Council members to develop our downtown area and invest in  

transportation infrastructure while minimizing the impact on 
residential areas. With careful planning, it is possible to grow 
the city’s economy without incurring noise, traffic, and  
environmental impacts. In addition, we have worked to keep 
our city secure by expanding our community safety initiatives 
to meet our growing needs. Our city is one of the safest in the 
state, and the steady improvement we have seen will continue 
under the right leadership.  
   Another important part of improving our city is the reduction 
of our overall tax burden. One of the tried and trusted methods 

of creating jobs and attracting talent to our city is by cutting our tax rates.  
Rather than creating wasteful programs and then raising taxes to fund them, I 
believe that we should only spend what we need. Not only does this help keep 
our government efficient, but it also reduces our tax rates and helps businesses 
expand their operations.  
   As a result of the Council’s sound fiscal management, Bellevue has received 
another AAA rating, and we are seeing steady economic development. With 
the money we have saved, we can invest in the next generation by making our 
nationally-ranked schools even better and ensuring that our children are not 
burdened with high taxes and unsustainable debt. 
   After living in Somerset for the past 46 years and serving on the City Council 
the last 20, I am proud and happy that the City is still on the right track. It is 
economically vibrant, financially healthy while maintaining an excellent  
quality of life and safe neighborhoods. It has a school district second to none. 
This does not happen by accident. It is the result of your vigilant effort to elect 
the right people to represent you and make good policies.  
   The City is now poised to hire a new city manager and get ready for  
economic upturn and new investment needs and opportunities. There are going 
to be some tough and crucial decisions. Whom you elect will determine the 
vision and set the direction for the city in years to come.     
  The election this November is an important one, and I urge you to make your 
voice heard by casting your ballot. Together, we can keep Bellevue on the right 
track. I believe our future is bright, and it is critical that we maintain our  
communities by choosing leaders who prioritize preserving our neighborhoods, 
maintaining our public safety, and keeping our taxes low. I appreciate your 
continuing trust in our city’s leadership.   
 
Thanks a million, 
 
Conrad Lee, Mayor 
 

Conrad Lee 

New Traffic Signals 
 

   Tired of waiting for the light to 
change at the intersection of 
150th Avenue Southeast and 
Southeast Newport Way? The 
city is doing something about it.  
   The city is installing adaptive 
signals, which respond to traffic 
conditions in real time and coor-
dinate with nearby intersections, 
and add a short, northbound left-
turn lane to the intersection. Crit-
ical maintenance needs will also 
be addressed with the project.  
   Construction began in July and 
will continue through the middle 
of September. Construction 
hours will be 7 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  
   After Eastgate's annexation 
into Bellevue, the Transportation 
Department immediately began 
studying ways to improve  
efficiency at this key intersection 
in the neighborhood. Because of 
the "split phase" signal operating 
system, one direction of traffic 
was waiting at all times,  
resulting in extra traffic delays 
and backups.  
   During construction, flaggers 
are helping direct traffic through 
this busy intersection daily, and 
if necessary, police officers are 
added during peak commute 
hours. The Metro stops southeast 
of the intersection, serving lines 
246 and 823, might be temporar-
ily shifted to accommodate for 
construction, but will still be 
accessible.  
   Please be alert when you enter 
the construction zone, especially 
if you are a bicyclist or a pedes-
trian. For safety, please obey the 
construction flaggers and police 
officers as you travel through the 
intersection.  
   To stay informed about this 
project and other current  
construction projects, please  
refer to Traffic Advisories on the 
website, or follow the  
Transportation Department on 
Twitter: @BvueTrans. 
 
- www.bellevuewa.gov 
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   Somerset is a very unique neighborhood in 
that it was developed in the 50’s, and boasts a 
housing stock of almost entirely Mid Century 
Modern residences. The architectural style of 
the 50’s and 60’s is enjoying a great surge of 
renewed appreciation; “mid-century” is  
definitely the hot trend in both architecture 
and interiors these days! 
   Unfortunately, the mid-century style hasn’t 
always been so well-loved over the years, and 
many of these homes throughout our region 
have been “updated” in ways that in fact 
make the home appear even more tired and 
outdated than if nothing had been altered. 
This series of articles – this first in a series of 
4 - will discuss strategies for remodeling a 
mid-century home in ways that respect the 
original architectural intention, and refresh 
the home in ways befitting today’s lifestyle, 
giving your home another 50 great years! 
   Some historic background is helpful to  
understand the radical change in architectural 
thinking that led to this style, but I'll describe 
this more fully in my January lecture at the 
Somerset community meeting. Very briefly, 
traditional, historic architectural styles were 
the norm until post-war advances catapulted 
our world into modernism; the new architec-
ture was functional, rational, and devoid of 
ornament. Building designs boasted clarity of 
structure, clean geometric forms, simple floor 
plans, large expanses of glass, and very little 
ornamentation.  
   Here in the Pacific Northwest, local  
architects embraced this bold new approach. 
Our vast stands of timber became their  
structural material of choice. Big views led to 
big decks, expanses of glass and big  
cantilevers. Constant rain (or relentless  
summer sun) led to deep overhanging eaves. 
Many of these architects designed homes in 
Somerset that still grace your hill today: Gene 
Zema, Lionel Pries, and Paul Kirk to name a 
few. However most mid-century homes in our 
region were built in great quantities during 

the post-war housing boom by contractors, 
who followed the design trends. You can see 
the similarities to the architect-designed 
homes once you start looking for these same 
simple design features mentioned above. 

   So how to think about remodeling? 
   The first word of advice is to SIMPLIFY! 
Modernism fell out of fashion in the 70’s and 
80’s and many homes were retrofitted with 
traditional devises, thinking that this would 
make the house look cozier or friendlier. But 
shutters, divided light windows, stained glass 
doors, craftsman light fixtures etc. are totally 
out-of-character with this housing style,  
causing the overall effect to be even more 
dated-looking. 
   The second step is to analyze your house for 
those mid-century features: clarity of  
structure, clean geometric forms, large  
expanses of glass, big decks, big cantilevers, 

deep overhanging eaves. Usually these 
elements are worth preserving, and can 
be enhanced to good effect with a new 
paint scheme. Sometimes the only  
additional element needed to contempo-
rize a mid-century exterior is to add 
some more obvious entry feature to  
emphasize the front door area. 

   Mid-
century floor 
plans are 
usually  
simple 
enough (and 
structurally 
sound) to 

enable removal of a very few walls to 
obtain a more open spatial quality that 
resonates with today’s lifestyle. I’ll 
speak more about interior remodeling 
strategies in your next Somerset SUN. 
And plan to attend our lecture at the  
January Somerset Community meeting 
when I’ll give a 30 minute full presenta-
tion on this subject! 
 

- Julie Campbell is an architect and 
partner at CTA Design-Builders Inc – 
a local architect and contracting firm.  

Julie has a personal interest in Mid-
Century architectural history and de-

sign, and has taught and given lectures 
on this topic around the region. 

www.ctabuilds.com  

Remodeling Strategies for Mid-Century Homes — Part One 

Above, custom residence designed by Gene Zema circa 1955. 
Below, builder’s spec home in Somerset circa early 60’s 1963 spec house before remodel  and the same house re-

modeled including new entry canopy 
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Sign Regulation Reminder 
 

     A reminder to all- homeowners, renters, realtors, ser-
vice providers or those running for public office. No signs 
of any kind are permitted in the landscaping. Any sign 
placed in the landscaping of our development will be re-
moved. 
     Realty and Estate Sale signs are allowed only on the 
property being sold and to announce an open house, limit 
three. Garage sale signs will be removed if they are not 
dated and are allowed only for the length of the sale. Signs 
for services (roofing, painting, remodel, etc.) are only  
allowed on a lot while work is being conducted. The other 
service signs will be removed. Political candidate signs are 
simply removed if not on the homeowners property.  
     Compliance with the City of Bellevue ordinances and 
Somerset Community Association covenants is our goal, 
allowing the community to stay clean and beautiful for all 
of us to enjoy.  
     Anyone who wishes to advertise within the Somerset 
area should consider using the SUN, which is delivered 
quarterly to 1,600 homes and is an effective tool to relay a 
message.  
     Teenager job signs are not allowed, but the Somerset 
Rec Club may allow the posting of a flyer. Children of 
dues-paying homeowners can have a free ad in the SUN 
for babysitting, lawnmowing, pet walking, etc. 
     Questions can be addressed to any board member. Their 
contacts are on page 22 or at www.somerset98006.org.  

   With the Coal Creek Greenbelt bordering our neighborhood, we have 
a variety of “urban wildlife” sharing our properties. The most obvious 
may be our local deer population who were here long before Somerset, 
and who continue to graze through. 
   This picture shows three deer from a group of five making their 
rounds in our neighborhood last December. They know they’re safe and 
don’t seem to “spook” easily. When I find them lounging under my 
fruit trees, I have to actively chase them away. As a long-time Somerset 
resident, I’ve tried most of the suggested sprays, alarms, and other solu-
tions to save my plants from being eaten by the local herd.  None have 
worked.  At last I’ve resigned myself to planting only those plants that 
the deer won’t eat (lavender, davidii, and barberries come to mind), and  
tolerating the munching the deer do on my existing non-deer-proof 
plantings.  It’s frustrating. If anyone has found a deer-proofing solution, 
short of a high fence, I’d appreciate knowing about it. 
   When we built in 1970 there were also pheasant on the hill, though I 
haven’t seen one in Somerset since about that time. And there were 
quail, of course, which still thrive here. We don’t have the infestation problem that some areas have with raccoons, but they still wander 
through and eat our fruit – and occasionally our cat food, I’m told. 
   There are sporadic reports of cougar sightings, again near the Greenbelt, and coyotes still prowl our neighborhoods.  
   We also now have rabbits, which weren’t here when we built in 1970. And last spring I sighted a new-comer (to me) – a weasel, I be-
lieve. Though I am not a “birder”, it seems to me our bird population is phenomenal. From hawks to towhees, we seem to have them all, 
excluding water birds and perhaps owls.  If there is a “birder” out there, the SUN is a great place to share your information with your 
neighbors. And if anyone has more pictures and stories about our local urban wildlife, please contact me. 
 

- Gayle Niendorff, SCA Vice President 

Wild Animals Enjoy Living in Somerset, Too! 

 

 

“Shelly impressed us with her knowledge of our 
neighborhood, with a willingness to give advice, with 
her friendly warmth, and with her broad connection 
with buyers. After we gave the home listing to Shelly, 
we sold it within 6 days!  Throughout the sale process, 
she was there for us:  open  houses,  phone calls,    
personal visits, sometimes late at night,  the  ultimate 
customer service.  I would highly recommend Shelly 
Zhou to anyone who wants superb support through 
what can be an emotional time.” 
~ Jan Johnson, Somerset resident ~ 

 

Local Expertise - Global Connections  
 

Connecting Buyers with Sellers 

 

Shelly Zhou 
Eastside Specialist 

425.802.5667 
shellyzhou@cbbain.com 
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Photos by Dave Mickelson 

4th of July in Somerset 
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By Erica Hale 
Guest Writer, Somerset Resident 
 

   A couple of years ago I took a memorable trip to the city of 
Puerto Vallarta, situated on the pacific coast, specifically the 
Bay of Banderas. I actually stayed in the nearby residential re-
sort community of Nuevo Vallarta, which is an equally beautiful 

place. I was excited about  
taking my first trip south of the 
border to the diverse country 
of Mexico. To prepare for my 
trip I made sure to obtain a 
passport, research the country I 
was traveling to, write a what 
to pack in your suitcase list 
and even learn some basic  
Spanish. I was ready to  
immerse myself into the  

country’s unique culture and experience what it has to offer for a 
travel lover like me. The day in December finally came my  
family and I went to Sea-Tac airport, boarded an Alaska Airlines 
plane, and flew from Seattle to Los Angeles, and Los Angeles to 
our final destination in Puerto Vallarta. The Flight took five 
hours from take off to landing. Upon arrival I could see the blue 
ocean and lush tropical trees. After landing we went to customs 
presenting our passports and visas, I was finally here in Mexico. 
   The church of Our Lady of Guadalupe is a definable image of 
this resort town and hearing 
the chiming church bells as a  
recognizable sound. The old 
Spanish style architecture 
invites you in to marvel at the 
ornately decorated insides to 
understand the Catholic  
tradition. I truly enjoyed  
visiting this important land-
mark of the town. Whether 
you are Catholic, another 
religion, or not religious at all 
it is worth a visit as a sight-
seeing destination. 
   The small fishing village of 
Bucerias is a popular day trip 
for Puerto Vallarta  
vacationers. A great place to 
visit to get away from the 
tourist filled PV. If you have time to spare take a bus to this 
beach village up the coastline for a day of fishing, swimming, art 
gallery gazing and/or beachside dining. I definitely recommend 
visiting this village if you enjoy a slower pace every now and 
then from the hectic pace of a big resort town. 
   One of the most recognizable landmarks of Puerto Vallarta is 
Los Acros, a row of arches in the oceanfront square of Plaza 
Morelos. The seaside arches also serve as an amphitheater. Take 
a stroll any time of day along the Malecon, the oceanfront walk-
way that runs along part of Banderas Bay. Here you’ll find a 
variety of sand sculptures on the beach, intriguing and unusual 
art statues, art pieces, street performers and merchants willing to 

bargain with you for a deal.  
   Nuevo Vallarta a stunning resort town nestled between Puerto 
Vallarta and Bucerias is less than a twenty minute taxi or bus 
ride away from PV. It has really become a favored spot for  
vacationers. This is a convenient town to stay in if you prefer a 
less crowded, more relaxing place than PV. While you are visit-
ing NV if you happen to come across horses just politely ask 
how much does it cost to go horseback riding. I went horseback 
riding along the beach and it was fun. So this is an alternative 
mode of transportation to walking on the beach or around town. 
   I hope this brief glimpse into the resort town of Puerto  
Vallarta makes you want to learn more about this town and its 
surrounding areas and even consider planning a trip in the near 
future to Mexico.  
   Happy Travels! 
 

Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico 
Mexico’s Beautiful Pacific Coastal City 

Helpful Mexico Travel Tips 
 
* Make a copy of your passport, drivers license, and itinerary. Carry 
them with you for identification purposes. Leave original documents 
in a safe place; preferably in a safe in your hotel room. Even better, 
scan your documents and email them to yourself at an address that you 
can easily access from abroad. And it is always a good idea to a copy 
of your itinerary and contact information with family and friends. 
 

* A good way to keep your money and documents safe is to use a 
money belt or fanny pack. 
 

* Select the area of Mexico you visit carefully. It is well publicized 
that certain areas in Mexico are suffering from heightened levels of 
crime and are best avoided. In particular the northern states along the 
U.S. –Mexico Border are particularly dangerous for travelers. Doing 
your research beforehand and talking to locals on your trip is the best 
ways to find information about where it’s safe to visit. You can also 
visit the U.S. State department website, which will provide infor-
mation specifically about Mexico including official travel warnings. 
 

* Before you go to Mexico exchange U.S. currency into Pesos for 
your trip. That way you are prepared and will avoid carrying large 
amounts of cash. 
 

* Watch your valuables at all times, especially when you are in 
crowds. As your purses, tote bags and wallets are targets for thieves. 
Better yet leave the valuables at home. 
 

* To avoid any chances of illness on your travels to Mexico  its rec-
ommended to stick to drinking bottled water and be careful about eat-
ing the street food. 
 

* Opt for ATMs in malls or stores, avoid deserted places. 
 

* Learn basic Spanish phrases and words, which can be very helpful 
for interacting with locals. 
 

* Fly to your destination if possible rather than driving. It’s become 
more dangerous to drive through the northern regions along the U.S. 
border. If you choose to drive use common sense and exercise caution. 
Also obey all Mexican laws, you wouldn’t want to end up in trouble in 
another country. 
 

* Avoid traveling at night. If you are traveling by car avoid traveling 
after dark. Although highway bandits are becoming less common, it’s 
better to avoid the risk altogether. 
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Jim Umbeck, 
right, was  

honored for his 25 
years of being the 

Somerset  
Recreation Club 
Manager at the 

pool's 50th  
Anniversary Party 

in June. 
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   Do you want to start a Somerset Group? Send an email to the 
SUN Editor Diane Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com to place an ad 
(no charge) in the SUN. Want to participate in an existing Group or 
Club? Contact the Club/Group Chair listed below and start having 
more fun with your Neighbors! 

Somerset Community Interest Groups Babysitter Listing 
 
     The Somerset community is fortunate to have many 
youth interested in babysitting. Please respect their privacy 
and do not distribute this list beyond the neighborhood. If 
you know of someone who would like to be added to or 
deleted from the list, please contact Sun Editor Diane 
Kehm at ddumelle@yahoo.com. 

Club              Chair       Contact 
50 and Over Singles     Kathy Judkins          641-0494 

Senior Skiers     Bob Miller          641-7414 

Walkers                   Seeking Chair    

Quilters                    Seeking Chair    

Chinese Club                  Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966  

Bridge                   Seeking Chair 

Babysitting Co-Op                Tammy Alford          746-2454 

Garden Club                  Fran Robinson          747-2953 

Sunshine Committee                 Kathleen Sherman       401-9058 

Welcoming Committee                Lynn Eng-Lei         206-234-5966 

Social Committee                Seeking Chair    

Book Club                  Becky Mills          614-1171 

Bible Study (non-denominational)   Carrie Myers          643-6655 

Classical Music Concerts                 Seeking Chair   

Somerset Woods               Eileen Woo          497-2477  

Somerset Playgroup         Andrea Wohlan    wohlan.andrea@gmail.com   

SomersetMoms                                Lucy Regan lucy.regan@gmail.com 

Somerset Women for Medic One Diane Woods          746-5930  

Jogging/Running   Xiao Shang          401-8637 
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Somerset Community Association Board 

   

Steve O’Donnell President 206 953-6483, sdofour@aol.com 

Gayle Niendorff VP/CRC 425 747-6786, gniendorff@comcast.net 

Karen Xu Secretary 425 641-4575, karen.xu@gmail.com 

Jeff Sprague Treasurer 425 746-9288, spraguejm@comcast.net 

Bob Swegle Somerset PRIDE 425 747-5436, bsweg@msn.com  

Kelvin Yu Web Site 206 992-8639, kelviny1@msn.com 

Tom Campbell CRC Chairman 425 641-4958, camptwc@comcast.net 

Judy Atherton Landscape 425 641-9916, brentath@comcast.net 

Mary Lee Membership Co-Chair 425 941-4229, marylee@windermere.com 

Dave Mickelson Safety and Emergency Preparedness 425 829-8483, DaveMickleson@comcast.net 

Open Signage/Social  

Benson Zhang CRC Board 425 992-7655, bensonzhang@yahoo.com 

Gary Albert Past President/Advisor/Membership 425 641-1937, albert.gary@gmail.com 

Lynn Eng-Lei Welcoming 206-234-5966, lynne@johnlscott.com  

Kenn Gennari Maintenance 425 649-1056, k.gennari@comcast.net 

Kathy Judkins CRC non-Board member 425 641-0494, kathyjud46@comcast.net 

Samir Rustagi CRC non-Board member 425 747-3062, srustagi2@pyracor.com 

Diane Kehm SUN Editor/Directory non-Board member 360 265-5527 ddumelle@yahoo.com 

2013 SCA Board of Directors and Committee Members 

Thank you! 
 
The following Newport 
High School students 
volunteered to help run 
the kids' games at the 
Somerset 4th of July 
celebration:  
 

Nancy Miller 
 

Katherine Eng 
 

Dan Pinkowski  
 

Greg Chu 
 

Abby Magnani 
 

Gwen Rader 
 

Kate Robertson 
 

Eugene Nam 

The Scoop on Dog Poop 
 

   Over 30,000 dogs live in Bellevue. If they each create ¼ pound of waste each day, that’s 
3.75 tons of raw sewage dumped outside every day. There is nothing natural about that! 
 
• Harmful organisms in pet waste can be  
transmitted to people, especially children. 
 
• Roundworms, Giardia, and Salmonella in pet 
waste can survive in the environment for months. 
 
• Stormwater can carry bacteria from dog waste 
into streams and lakes through storm drains. 
 
• Landfills are designed to safely handle dog 
waste, cat litter, and dirty diapers. Playgrounds, 
parks, and yards are not. 
 
   Biodegradable pet waste bags are confusing! While the bags may biodegrade, pet waste 
should NOT be composted. Compost from our yard waste bins or your home compost pile 
does not get hot enough to kill the harmful organisms. Whether you’re using a biodegrada-
ble bag or a plastic grocery sack, dog poop belongs in the garbage.  
 
   Please help keep our green spaces, shoes, and waterways clean. 



 

 

Somerset SUN                                                        NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS_______________________________________23 



Presorted Standard 
US Postage  

Paid 
Seattle WA 
Permit #665 

Somerset Community Association 
12819 SE 38th St. #191 

Bellevue, WA  98006 


